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camp would like to help 

clean up this cemetery and 

perform a memorial service 

for these Confederates? 

Zere Penn Middlebrooks 

was a member of the 42nd 

Georgia Regiment Co.E. He 

died at Ft. Loudon, TN in 

1862 

My father is a member of the 

Stand Watie Camp here in 

Calhoun and I know his 

camp has done this sort of 

service for families over the 

years. 

My biggest concern is that 

these graves in this cemetery 

will simply be forgotten 

someday. My mother is re-

tired and in poor health and 

we are unable to take care of 

this cemetery. The only other 
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Inside this issue: 

On January 4, 2010 Ms. Deb-

bie Autry of Calhoun Geor-

gia  sent Commander Cook 

an e-mail requesting our help 

to clean up a small cemetery 

that is the resting place of 

several CSA soldiers. 

This cemetery is on Georgia 

Highway 81 south of Porter-

dale in Newton County and 

as you can see from these 

photographs it is in desperate 

need of attention.   

Here is Ms. Autry’s e-mail. 

Hello, 

My name is Debbie Autry. I 

live in Calhoun (Ga). My 

mother's ancestors are the 

Middlebrooks of Newton 

County. My mother's great 

great grandfather, Zere 

Penn Middlebrooks, served 

in the Confederate Army. 

He and other Confederate 

ancestors are buried in an 

overgrown cemetery on 

Highway 81 south of 

Porterdale. Is there any 

chance that anyone in your 

relative is in her 80s (Zere 

Penn Middlebrooks was 

her great grandfather) and 

is unable to do anything 

with this cemetery. 

Thanks 

Debbie Autry 

Calhoun,GA 

 

This cemetery is mostly on 

the Hwy. 81 right-of-way 

just south of Livingston 

Elementary School and it 

has a rock wall around 

part of it.  The grave 

stones are in amazingly 

good shape but there are a 

couple of large ones that 

have fallen off their base. 

We will consider Ms. Autry’s 

request at our February meet-

ing so if you have any inter-

est in such a project please 

don’t miss this meeting. 

For the cause, 

 

 January, 2010 

Coming Events 

July 21 - 25, 2010 - SCV Na-

tional Reunion - Anderson 

Sports and Entertainment Cen-

ter, Anderson, SC. 

 

 

 

A Request for Our Help 

Ms. Debbie Autry and 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Joe Underwood  



2 

 

Fellow members and 

friends of Joe 

Wheeler Camp 863,  

I would like thank 

each and every 

member who partici-

pated in the Lee-

Jackson Dinner held 

on January the 12th. 

There were many 

highlights during the 

evening’s festivities to celebrate the lives 

of Robert E. Lee and Thomas Jonathan 

Jackson who were both born in the month 

of January. First of all the camp was hon-

ored to have the Mills family attend as 

they were presented a photograph of Jim 

Mills in his Confederate uniform standing 

beside the Confederate Monument in front 

of the Rockdale County courthouse. The 

photo was accompanied by a resolution 

from SCV 

headquarters 

recognizing 

Jim for his 

commitment 

to the organi-

zation. Fel-

low member 

Matt Norton, 

Jim’s grand-

son was also 

presented 

with a battle 

flag that is to 

be flown in 
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his honor. We also presented the “Man of 

the Year” and “Compatriot of the Year” 

awards. Our “Man of the Year” recipient is 

H.K. Edgerton who was not in attendance 

but will be given the chance to receive his 

award in person in the near future. H. K. 

has fought many battles on behalf of the 

SCV and our very own camp. Camp mem-

ber Gene Wade was awarded the 

“Compatriot of the Year” and I believe that 

we have not had a better recipient for this 

honor. Gene has always participated in 

meetings; camp sponsored projects and 

helps members with genealogy research. 

He has also taken on the task of identifying 

the Confederate soldiers interred at the 

City of Covington Cemetery as well as 

other locations. I can not fail to mention 

that Gene has single handily cleaned all of the 

markers in the City of Covington Cemetery as 

well. His efforts are very much appreciated! 

As we look forward to 2010, I believe that we 

need to commit our energies and resources to 

the camp and projects in our immediate area. 

We will have the opportunity to clean up a 

cemetery in the near future and I have been 

told that we may also have the honor of replac-

ing/installing new monuments for Confederate 

Veterans in the community. As long as I am 

commander of this camp I will make the re-

placement and restoration of monuments my 

highest priority. We will discuss these oppor-

tunities at the February meeting. A recent 

accounting of our finances forces me to plead 

for donations to our general fund. As much as 

I hate to ask for money I know that I must do 

this to keep the camp viable. Remember that 

we have many books that have been donated 

to the camp for the purpose of raising funds, 

so buy a book for your self, family member or 

friend. All of the proceeds will go to the camp!    

Let me again thank you and express how well 

pleased I was with the turn out for the Lee-

Jackson Dinner. I look forward to seeing you 

on February 9th at the next camp meeting.    

Your attendance is needed and appreciated; 

please make it special by joining us! 

 

Yours in the South, 

Tommy Cook  

By;  Commander Tommy Cook 

 

 

 

Scenes from the Lee-Jackson Dinner 
By: Dan Bass 
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 GETTYSBURG, Pa. — It’s not too 

early to plan for the Battle of Gettysburg 150th 

anniversary in 2013. 

The Gettysburg Anniversary Committee 

(GAC), which hosts the annual reenactments, 

held a briefing meeting on Remembrance Day 

weekend and announced formation of the Get-

tysburg 150th Anniversary National Reenact-

ment organization. 

Several 150th anniversary special events are 

planned, including a grand review, a living 
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Into each goblet, put a slightly heaping 

teaspoonful of granulated sugar, barely 

cover this with spring water and slightly 

bruise one mint leaf into this, leaving the 

spoon in the goblet. Then pour elixir from 

the decanter until the goblets are about one-

fourth full. Fill the goblets with snowy ice, 

sprinkling in a small amount of sugar as 

you fill. Wipe the outside of the goblets dry, 

and embellish copiously with mint.  

Then comes the delicate and important 

operation of frosting. By proper manipula-

tion of the spoons, the ingredients are circu-

lated and blended until nature, wishing to 

take a further hand and add another of its 

beautiful phenomena, encrusts the whole in 

a glistening coat of white frost; thus, har-

moniously blended by the deft touches of a 

skilled hand, you have a beverage emi-

nently appropriate for honorable men and 

beautiful women.  

When all is ready, assemble your guests on 

the porch or in the garden where the aroma 

of the juleps will rise heavenward and make 

the birds sing. Propose a worthy toast, raise 

the goblets to your lips, bury your nose in 

the mint, inhale a deep breath of its fra-

grance and sip the nectar of the gods!  

Being overcome with thirst, I can write no 

further.  

Sincerely,  

Lt. Gen. S.B. Buckner, Jr.  

VMI Class of 1906 

Southern General’s Mint Julep Recipe  

tlemanly beverages can be described only in 

like terms. A mint julep is not a product of a 

formula. It is a ceremony and must be per-

formed by a gentleman possessing a true sense 

of the artistic; a deep reverence for the ingredi-

ents and a proper appreciation of the occasion. 

It is a rite that must not be entrusted to a nov-

ice, a statistician nor a Yankee!. It is a heritage 

of the Old South; an emblem of hospitality and 

a vehicle in which noble minds can travel to-

gether upon the flower-strewn paths of a happy 

and congenial thought.  

So far as the mere mechanics of the operation 

are concerned, the procedure, stripped of its 

ceremonial embellishments, can be described 

as follows:  

Go to a spring where cool, crystal-clear water 

bubbles from under a bank of dew-washed 

ferns; in a consecrated vessel, dip up a little 

water at the source. Follow the stream thru its 

banks of green moss and wild flowers until it 

broadens and trickles thru beds of mint grow-

ing in aromatic profusion and waving softly in 

the summer breeze. Gather the sweetest and 

tenderest shoots and gently carry them home. 

Go to the sideboard and select a decanter of 

Kentucky Bourbon distilled by a master hand, 

mellowed with age, yet still vigorous and in-

spiring. An ancestral sugar bowl, a row of sil-

ver goblets, some spoons and some ice and you 

are ready to start.  

Into a canvas bag, pound twice as much ice as 

you think you will need. Make it fine as snow, 

keep it dry and do not allow it to degenerate 

into slush.  

             

This is a copy of a letter from Lt. Gen. 

Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr. USA [VMI -

1906, West Point -1908, Killed on Okinawa, 

18 June 1945] to the Major General Wm. D. 

Connor, superintendent of the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point - 30 March 1937]  

My Dear General Conner:  

Your letter requesting my formula for mix-

ing mint juleps leaves me in the same posi-

tion in which Captain Barber found himself 

when asked how he was able to carve the 

image of an elephant from a block of wood. 

He said that it was a simple process consist-

ing merely of whittling off the part that did-

n't look like an elephant!  

The preparation of the quintessence of gen-

history weekend and a four-day reenact-

ment. The theme for the event is “Capture A 

Rare Reenactment Memory!” 

Invited representatives of military and civil-

ian organizations heard an outline of plans 

from Gettysburg Anniversary Committee 

staff and Gen. Allen Baldwin (U.S.) and 

Gen. Dave Cornett (CSA). State Senator 

Rich Alloway III (R-33rd District Ad-

ams/Franklin) and Gettysburg Convention 

& Visitors Bureau Executive Director Nor-

ris Flowers were also there. 

Gettysburg Plans 150th Anniversary 
By; Kathryn Jorgenson - January 2010 Civil War News 

Continued from page 4 

By: Lt. Gen. S. B. Buckner Jr. 
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The informational meeting was held at Lu-

theran Theological Seminary. It was followed 

by a rare tour led by Adams County Historical 

Society Director Wayne Motts of the society’s 

Archives and the historic cupola in Schmucker 

Hall. 

GAC Operations Manager Randy Phiel said 

the reenactment will be held on July 4-7, 2013. 

He is hopeful that GAC, working with com-

munity officials, will be able to organize a 

150th Grand Review through the streets of 

Gettysburg on July 3. He said their smaller-

scale 145th Grand Review at the beginning of 

the 2008 reenactment was well received by 

reenactors and the community. 

Phiel said GAC expects to organize and host a 

150th Gettysburg Anniversary Living History 

Weekend on June 29-30, the       weekend 

before the national event. The weekend would 

include extensive living history, some poten-

tial field activities and possibly civilian inter-

pretations.  

Phiel is also a member of the Gettysburg Main 

Street Executive & Events Committee that is 

proposing to seek sponsorships for a variety 

of appropriate and varied 150th and sesqui-

centennial events throughout the summer 

and all year long. 

In addition to numerous anticipated Na-

tional Park Service, Gettysburg College, 

Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary and other 

organization events, Phiel said a sample of 

major community events that were men-

tioned mentioned include Hands At The 

Wall Meeting, Governor’s Ball, Lincoln 

Activities and a Presidential Invitation. 

Suggested prelude events include Early’s 

March Into Gettysburg, March From The 

Potomac Into Pennsylvania, Burning of 

Chambersburg and Skirmish In Town. 

The Gettysburg Anniversary Committee has 

organized and hosted major annual events in 

Gettysburg for 15 years. Phiel said they 

have the experience, ability, resources, staff, 

infrastructure, land access, planning capa-

bility and military relationships to responsi-

bly carry out an event of this scope. 

The Gettysburg 145th, with 13,000 reenac-

tors, was considered a “dry run” for the 

150th. It came off with very positive re-

views from reenactors, needing only minor 

tweaks, according to Phiel and overall event 

commander Gen. Allen Baldwin. 

They said to begin serious planning four 

years out is a reflection of just what the 

scale and importance of this event is to the 

local community and reenactment commu-

nity. 

By; Kathryn Jorgenson - January 2010 Civil War News 


