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2nd Sergeant of Company E, 

42nd Regiment, Georgia Vol-

unteer Infantry, C. S. A. 

Newton County, Georgia, 

Harper Guards.  With the 

help of our Camp historian 

Dan Bass, I thought it would 

be appropriate to share a 

little of the history of Ser-

geant Middlebrooks’ Com-

pany here in the newsletter. 

 

Company E, 42nd Regiment of 

the Georgia Volunteer Infan-

try, Newton County Harper 

Guards was mustered into 

service on March 4, 1862.  It’s 

officers were; Captain Tho-

mas J. Mercer, 1st Lieutenant 

Joseph Heard, 2nd Lieutenant 

James D. Walker and Jr. 2nd 

Lieutenant Lazarus Osborne.  

Its non-commissioned officers 

were; 1st Sergeant William H. 

Nolen, 2nd Sergeant Zere 

Pendergrass Middlebrooks, 

3rd Sergeant James P. Cowan, 

4th Sergeant John W. Ivey 

and 5th Sergeant Drewry Jef-

ferson Brewer.  There were 

four Corporals, listed in order 

of rank they were; Thomas A. 

Boyd, James M. Mercer, Seth 

K. Huff, and James J. Elliott.  

Also joining the Company on 

March 4th were one hundred 

and seventeen privates.  For 

those who are interested I do 

have a list of their names and 

history of what happened to 

most of them including the 

officers. 

Camp Officers: 

Commander: Tommy Cook 

1st._Lt.Cmdr@joewheeler863scv.org 

2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Joe Underwood 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@joewheeler863scv.org 

Camp Adjutant:  Steve Camp 

Adjutant@joewheeler863scv.org 
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Inside this issue: 

On  Saturday, March 13, 2010 
seven of our camp members 
gathered at the Middlebrooks 
Cemetery on highway 81 west of 
Porterdale and officially begain 
the project of cleaning up the 
cemetery.  We began at 9:00 am 
and worked hard until 2:00 pm 

removing briars, vines and de-
bris and at the end of the day 
about ¾  of the cemetery was 
cleared.  There is still a lot of 
work to be done but this was a 
good start.  There are stones 
broken and turned over not to 
mention the remaining ¼ that 
needs clearing.  Hopefully we 
can continue this work soon. 

 

In the process of our work 

one of the overturned stones 

was turned up and leaned 

against its base.  It was the 

stone of Zere Pendergrass 

Middlebrooks who was the 

Sergeant Middlebrooks un-

fortunately took ill with the 

measles in July of 1862 and 

died in Loudon Tennessee 

on July 3rd of that year.  His 

outfit went on to Vicksburg, 

Mississippi.  They left Vicks-

burg, Mississippi on May 1, 

1863 and marched to War-

renton, Mississippi.  They 

left there on May 2nd and 

marched two miles below 

Big Black River towards 

Port Gibson, Mississippi and 

then to Baker’s Creek, Mis-

sissippi where they engaged 

the enemy.  On May 16, 

1863 they retreated and 

covered the retreat of the 

entire army to Big Black 

River.   They marched back 

to Vicksburg on May 17, 

1863 and went into the 

“Rifle Pits” that same night 

remaining there until their 

surrender on July 4, 1863. 

 

They left Vicksburg on July 

12, 1863 and marched to 

Enterprise Alabama by the 

20th of July, a distance of 

one hundred and sixty-five 

miles, with four days ra-

tions.  They left Enterprise 

on July 22nd and marched to 

Mobile where they were fur-

loughed for thirty days, then 

exchanged and reorganized 

at Decatur, Georgia and 

drew arms on October 1, 

1863 then took the field 

again in East Tennessee.   

 April, 2010 

Coming Events 

April 8-12, 17 & 18, 2010 -   

Appomattox Surrender Com-

memoration - @ Appomattox 

Courthouse National Historic 

Park 

April 24, 2010 - James M 

Gressham UDC Chapter 

Confederate Memorial Day 

Service - 2:00 pm 

@Confederate Memorial, Walton 

County Court House, Monroe. 

April 24, 2010 - Jefferson 

Davis Statue Dedication -      

@ Beauvoir. 

July 21 - 25, 2010 - SCV Na-

tional Reunion - Anderson 

Sports and Entertainment Cen-

ter, Anderson, SC. 

Middlebrooks Cemetery Clean-Up 

By; 2nd Lt. Cmdr. J. H. Underwood 

Continued on page 3 
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Fellow members 
and friends of Joe 
Wheeler Camp 

863,  

 

Confederate His-
tory Month is now 
upon us and it is 
time for our an-
nual open house. 

Each member should bring something 
from your collection to display at the 
April 13th meeting. Once again we will 
invite the public to join us for refresh-
ments and door prizes. This year we 
will even have a book sale to raise 
money for our camp. I have placed the 
ad in the newspaper and plan to have a 
few posters out in front of the meeting 
hall to let everyone know about the 
big event. I am asking each member to 
bring a snack and a beverage to make 
sure we have enough refreshments for 
everyone. I also encouraged you to 
bring a guest; wives, family members 
and friends are all welcome. Since our 
meeting starts at 7:30 PM lets have all 
of our displays in place by 7:15 PM to 
avoid any delays in getting started on 
time. This is an important event for 
our camp and your participation is 

crucial to its success! 

Our Commanders Comments 
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At our last meeting the camp voted to 
participate in or host a Confederate 
Memorial event. After speaking to 
Susan Harnish, President of the James 
M. Gresham UDC Chapter, our camp 
has committed to providing flags for 
their ceremony. They have a speaker 
scheduled for the memorial ceremony 
at 2:00 PM on April 24, 2010 and the 
UDC is looking forward to our partici-
pation. Please show your support for 
the ladies of the UDC by attending 

this very special ceremony.    

 

Much progress has been made on the 
clean up of the Middlebrooks ceme-
tery that is located south of Porterdale 
on highway 81. I would like to thank 
the members of the camp that worked 
the 13th and 27th on the scheduled 

work days and for the individuals that 

found time to work in between. 

While working on the 27th we were vis-
ited by Monty Lassiter who was a former 
Newton County Commissioner and is 
currently responsible for the identification 
and preservation of cemeteries in Newton 
County. He was very appreciative of our 
efforts and has agreed to visit our camp 
and provide a program in regard to ceme-
tery preservation. Monty said that he had 
received several positive calls from peo-

ple in the area in regard to the clean up.   

 

I look forward to seeing you on April 13th 
at the next camp meeting and annual open 

house.    

Your attendance is needed and appreci-

ated; please make it special by joining us! 

 

Yours in the South, 

Tommy Cook  

By: Commander Tommy Cook 

APPOMATTOX, Va. — Appomattox 
Court House National Historical Park will 
commemorate the 145th Anniversary of 
the Surrender of Gen. Robert E. Lee to 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant with special pro-

grams from April 8-12 and April 17-18. 

The April 8-12 events will include week-
end hands-on activities for kids, military 
and civilian living history presentations, 
guided tours, ranger programs, book sign-
ings and a Stacking of Arms Ceremony on 

Sunday afternoon. The programs will start 

at or be held at the visitor center. 

The following weekend, Union and Confed-
erate reenactment groups will be encamped 
in the village. They will demonstrate his-
toric weapons and battle tactics, including 
horse-drawn artillery. On Saturday night at 
6:30 the 26th NC Brass Band will give a 
free concert of period music at the McLean 

House. 

A Stacking of Arms Ceremony will be reen-
acted along the stage road where Lee’s army 
stacked arms 145 years ago. An exhibit by 
Civil War artifact collector Russell Hicks will 

be in at the Tavern Guesthouse. 

For additional information about all com-
memoration programs call (434) 352-8987 or 
go to www.nps.gov/apco. Park hours are 8:30-
5. Admission is $3 per person or $5 per vehi-

cle, ages 15 & under free. 

Appomattox Surrender Commemoration Plans 
From the “Civil War News” 
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On March 6th, 2010 a week before the 

official clean-up day, compatriot Larry 

Cornwell and myself started the clean 

up and about an hour into it a nice lady 

from the neighborhood stopped to thank 

us for our efforts.   

She was Sue Fanning, aunt of actress 

Dekota Fanning, and about a half hour 

later she returned with her nephew  

Peyton Fanning and her niece Nikki 

Loggins armed with tools.  For the next 

three hours they helped Larry and I get 

a good start on the clean up.  A HUGE 

Thank You goes out to Sue, Nikki and 

Payton. 

A BIG CAMP THANK YOU goes out to 

Commander Tommy Cook, Adjutant 

Steve Camp, 2nd. Lt. Commander J. H. 
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months, was preparing defensive positions 
ahead of the oncoming Confederate troops 
under Gen. John B. Hood. Their line of 
defense extended from the Mooresville Pike 
to the Mt. Pleasant Pike. One of the defen-
sive tactics used was the destruction of 
important buildings along the line. Elm 
Springs anchored the eastern flank of their 
line. Many houses were burned during those 
days and Elm Springs was slated to be de-
stroyed too. Fires were started that might 
have burned the house except for the oppor-
tune arrival of Confederate troops who 
extinguished the flames. The Akin family 
acquired the property about 1910 and in 
1985 the Gillham family purchased it and 
restored it to near- original state. In 1992 it 
was acquired by the Sons of the Confeder-

acy for its national headquarters. 

Elm Springs 

visible to all who pass by this way. 
The house was built about 1837 by 
Mr. James Dick, a wealthy New Or-
leans merchant, for his sister, Sarah 
Todd, wife of Christopher Todd. The 
Todd family lived here until the cou-
ple passed away and then the property 
was inherited by a daughter, Susan, 
who was the wife of Abram M. 
Looney, a prominent attorney in 

Maury County. 

During the Civil War, Looney served 
the Confederacy as a Captain, later promoted 
to Colonel, in Company H, 1st Tennessee In-
fantry. He was an outspoken Southerner and 
this almost resulted in the loss of Elm Springs. 
In November, 1864, the Federal Army, which 
had occupied Maury County for several 

To the best of our knowledge Sergaent 

Zere P. Middlebrooks was the first Mid-

dlebrooks buried at this location.  His 

father, Zere Middlebrooks Sr. is also 

buried in this cemetery.  Zere Sr. was 

born on July 4, 1782, just six years to 

the day after the signing of the Decla-

ration of Independence, and died on 

April 14, 1869 out living his son by 

seven years.  The 1860 census of New-

ton County shows Zere at age 77 as a 

farmer living in the Oak Hill district 

and having real estate valued at 

$7,100.00 and his personal property 

valued at $31,000.00 making him a 

very prominent citizens of Newton 

County. 

Another Confederate Soldier that is 

buried in the Middlebrooks cemetery is 

James E. Christian.  James was a 

member of Company G, 2nd Georgia 

State Troops, C.S.A. and was the 

brother-in-law of Z. P. Middlebrooks 

having married his older sister Marie 

Ann on November 26, 1846.  James did 

not survive the war and I don’t have 

the details of his death at this time.  

Marie then married Milton Waldrop on 

February 25, 1869 and is buried in the 

cemetery with her second husband.  

Watch for more on James later. 

 
Elm Springs is the name of one of the lovely 
antebellum houses in Maury County. It is 
located on Mooresville Pike about two hun-
dred yards of where this road intersects with 
Highway 50. Located on a hill, it is plainly 

Underwood, Camp Historian Dan 

Bass, Compatriots Gerald New,  Larry 

Cornwell, Charles Driver and Ron 

Reynolds for showing up with there 

tools and expertise in cemetery clean 

up. 

A special Thank You also goes out to 

Compatriot Charles Driver for provid-

ing the food. 

Commander Cook has been in contact with 
the Newton County Landscape Architect, 
Debbie Bell, and together they have re-
quested some help from the County.  Hope-

fully this will come through.  

UP-DATE;  Dan, Jerry and Tommy re-
turned on March 27th and continued the 
clean-up.  Below is a photograph showing 

the results of our efforts so far. 

Middlebrooks Cemetery Clean-Up 
By; 2nd Lt. Cmdr. J. H. Underwood (Continued from page 1.) 

From the Maury County Tennessee Historical Society Website  
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805 Commerce Drive 
Conyers, GA.  30094 
 
 

MAJ.  GEN.  JOSEPH WHEELER CAMP #863,  
CONYERS,  GA.  

Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 

E-mail: commander@joewheeler863scv.org  
 

We’re on the Web! 

www.joewheeler863scv.org 

«AddressBlock»  Mailing 

Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name Kennesaw is derived from the 
Cherokee Indian "Gah-nee-sah" meaning 

cemetery or burial ground. 

Kennesaw Mountain Battlefield is a 2,923 
acre National Battlefield that preserves a 
Civil War battleground of the Atlanta 
Campaign. The battle was fought here 
from June 19, 1864 until July 2, 1864. 
Sherman's army consisted of 100,000 

men, 254 guns and 35,000 horses. 
Johnston's army had 63,000 men and 
187 guns.   Over 67,000 soldiers were 
killed, wounded and captured during 

the Campaign. 

There are 3 battlefield areas: In front of 
the Visitor Center, off Burnt Hickory 
Road and the main site is located at 
Cheatham Hill [then commonly known 
as the Dead Angle]. The visitor center 
provides introductory information 
about the Battlefield and the battle. 
While walking some of the 17.3 miles 
of interpretive walking trails you will 
see historic earthworks, cannon em-
placements and various interpretive 
signs. There are 3 monuments repre-

senting states who fought here. 

Kennesaw Mountain is 1808 feet above 
sea level. It is approximately a 700 foot 
incline from the Visitor Center to the 

mountain's summit. The hike up is ap-
proximately 1.4 miles on the road and 
1.2 mile up the trail. PLEASE help us 
preserve this park by TAKING ONLY 
PICTURES AND LEAVING ONLY 

FOOTPRINTS. 

The Mission of Kennesaw Mountain 
National Battlefield: Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield was authorized 
for protection by the War Department 
in 1917 and was transferred to the De-
partment of the Interior as a unit of the 
National Park System in 1933. The 
2,923 acre Battlefield includes the site 
of some of the heaviest fighting of the 
Atlanta Campaign of the Civil War. 
The Battlefield was set aside as an im-
portant cultural property dedicated to 
public inspiration and interpretation of 
the significant historic events that oc-

curred here. 

From:  The National Parks Service Website, nps.gov 

Kolb family plot @ Kolb farm, Kennesaw Mt. 


