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This usually was thirty pairs a 
year.  One reference states that in 
one day he completed eleven pairs 

of shoes. 

It is understood that Thomas 
Maguire named his plantation 
“The Promised Land” because the 
soil was so rich.  The plantation 
became self sustaining with crops 
grown and skills learned due to 
necessity - carpentry, blacksmith-
ing, ginning, tanning of hides, 
milling of flour, grinding of cane 
and making of bricks.  The planta-
tion produced corn, cotton, wheat, 
vegetables, and fruit.  They grew 
animals for slaughter.  They had 
hogs, beef cattle, sheep and chick-

ens. 

The fields of The Promised Land 
were given names such as: Or-
chard, Farmer, Roundabout, 
Creek, Nelson, Trail, Moore, 
Freeman, Ford, Lee, Gin House, 

and School House. 

In November of 1862 two of the 
fields yielded 210 barrels of corn, 

26 wagon loads and 25 cartloads. 

The slaves were treated decently 
and firmly.  Each had his own 
garden patch to cultivate, and the 
mistress of the house tended to 
them when they were sick.  They 
had shoes, clothing, medicine, 
Christmas gifts, and were allowed 
to celebrate holidays.  At their 
death they received a Christian 

burial. 

Thomas Maguire was not in favor 
of secession, but after Georgia 
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Thomas Maguire was an exem-
plary citizen of Gwinnett 
County, who is most recognized 
for his  “Farm Journal” that he 
began July 10, 1859 and kept 
from 1859 to 1866, the seven 
most historic years of his life.  It 
is known that he kept several 
journals, but only one has been 
copied.  The Yankees took one, 
and recently another has been 
found in possession of a relative.  
Most of the writing in the Jour-
nal was in longhand, but during 
the war with the scarcity of pa-
per, additions were made in 
shorthand.  After the war, the 
shorthand was transcribed and 
the pages sewn into the journal 
which contained 335 pages of 40 

lines each.   

The Journal gave a daily account 
of occurrences on the plantation.  
Notation is made of weather 
conditions, guests, and crops 
planted etc.  Slaves were al-
lowed to attend church and ref-
erences to those who attended 
are noted.  Mr. Maguire made 
the shoes for everyone on the 
plantation - family and slaves.  

seceded from the Union, he was 
a strong supporter of the Confed-
eracy.  At the age of sixty when 
the war started, he was too old to 
serve in active duty, but he stud-
ied books of military tactics and 
drilled new recruits in basic mili-

tary skills. 

Word of mouth regarding the 
war became the main source of 
communication for the residents 
of southern Gwinnett County 
and Rockbridge, and in the fall 
of 1864 word had reached the 
Plantation that  Sherman was 
burning Atlanta and migrating 
toward Savannah.  Although 
located twenty miles from At-
lanta, residents of the Promised 
Land were able to hear the sound 

of canons and see smoke. 

Both Yankee and Confederate 
soldiers visited the Plantation, 
slaughtering the animals and 
taking all the food they could 
find.  At varying times, hundreds 
of soldiers were encamped there.  
One time Mr. Maguire and his 
son James hid in the woods for 
three weeks as they waited for 

the soldiers to leave. 

After the fall of 1864 everything 
the Maguire family had except 
their home and land were gone, 
and there was concern that the 
family would starve.  Although 
the family was left with no 
money, they were still expected 

to pay taxes. 

Thomas Maguire submitted to 
the inferior Court of Gwinnett 
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Coming Events 

July 13, 2010 - SCV Camp 

#863 Meeting - 7:00 pm @ Ma-

sonic Lodge, Conyers.  Valerie 

Cox R.N. War Between the 

States Medical Living Historian 

Program. 

July 21 - 25, 2010 - SCV Na-

tional Reunion - Anderson 

Sports and Entertainment Cen-

ter, Anderson, SC. 

August 7, 2010 - James 

Gresham Chapter of UDC 

100th Year Celebration - 

Social Circle, Georgia. 
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Fellow members and 
friends of Joe 

Wheeler Camp 863,  

 

Camp members Joe 
Underwood, John 
Maxey and I at-
tended the 113th 
Annual Georgia 
Division Reunion 
hosted by the 4th 

Brigade in Milledgeville on June 12th. As 
the three delegates from our camp we 
voted on various proposed amendments 
and the Georgia Division Adjutant posi-
tion. Our day started with the drive down 
to Milledgeville arriving at 8:15 AM. We 
quickly found the line to sign in and 
slowly made our way to the front. After 
successfully debating our eligibility as 
delegates we received our badges and pro-
ceeded to find a seat in the venue. The 
reunion was held in a nice banquet hall 
with adequate seating and room for a few 
vendors. One of the best results from the 
reunion was that every camp asking for 
money from the tag fund was awarded 
what they asked for. We are lucky to have 
such hard working camps in our division 
and I hope to share with you the projects 
that they are working on. After the morn-
ing session we broke for lunch and re-
turned in the afternoon to vote on officers 
and to listen to speeches of candidates for 
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a few Brigade Commander’s and the Army 
of Tennessee Commander. We were also 
lucky to have the SCV Commander In 
Chief Charles (Chuck) E. McMichael who 
spoke to the attendees as well. The Mil-
ledgeville camp did a great job of hosting 
the reunion and should be commended for 

their efforts.  

 

I’m happy to report that much more pro-
gress has been made on the Middlebrooks 
cemetery. Following the June the 5th clean 
up it was decided to wait 2-3 weeks before 
spraying the interior grounds with indus-
trial strength round up. I made a couple of 
visits to monitor the growth and sprayed 
on June 27th. There are many stubborn 
plants that just don’t want to give up their 
patch of paradise. I believe that it may take 
a couple more applications to really get it 
under control. The good news is that after 
setting the marker of Zere P. Middlebrooks 
and righting another monument the ceme-
tery is looking like a real cemetery instead 
of an over grown briar patch. In related 
news, I received an email from the Newton 
County architect who is advising us on 
restoration procedures; she was very 

thankful and pleased with our progress.  

 

The James M. Gresham UDC Chapter will 
celebrate their upcoming 100 year anniver-
sary celebration scheduled for August 7th 

2010 in Social Circle at 2:00 PM. They have 
asked for a head count of those who plan to 
attend so let me know and I will forward the 

list. 

 

Valerie Cox R.N. who is a War Between the 
States Medical Living Historian is scheduled 
to present the program in July. I invited the 
members of the Rockdale Historical Society as 
well as the Gen. George “Tig” Anderson 
Camp 2038 SCV camp located in Mansfield. 
John Maxey and I visited their camp on June 
15th and discussed the reunion and the upcom-

ing program.    

 

I look forward to seeing you on July 13th at the 
next camp meeting. Your attendance is needed 
and appreciated; please make it special by 

joining us! 

 

Yours in the South, 

Tommy Cook  

By: Commander Tommy Cook 

 

Scenes from the Georgia Division Reunion 
By: 2nd Lt. Cmdr. J.H. Underwood. 
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     Record flooding spares middle TN Civil War Properties  

2 shirts                 20.00 
1 Masonic sash                10.00 
10 stamps   1.00 
2 pr. Boots              100.00 
1 saddle and 4 bridles             100.00 
6 plow lines   6.00 
1 lot steel pens                10.00 
3 gold pens                20.00 
1 lot keys                 20.00 
1 rasp - 2 pr. Nippers               25.00 
1 horse shoe hammer  5.00 
4 pr. House shoes                10.00 
1 bar solder   5.00 
3 horses             3600.00 
6 mules             5000.00 
12 bales cotton             6000.00 
4 negroes (slaves)          13000.00 
1 watch               700.00 
Pocket book and Money             200.00 
$18.00 in silver (18 for 1)             324.00 
2 shot guns                70.00 
1 lot thread                40.00 
1 lot needles                10.00 
12 knives - 6 forks—5 tea spoons        96.00 
12 table spoons                31.00 
1 coffee pot - 1 tin bucket  7.00 
2-1/2 lbs. Hyson tea               50.00 
2 accounts books                40.00 
1 Farm Journal                20.00 
1 lot books                40.00 
3 razors - 1 strop                70.00 
1 cloths brush - 1 fine comb               15.00 
1 haversack - ladies rubber               10.00 
1 clothes line - shade cord  8.00 
1 Indian rubber tube   2.00     
      __________    

 TOTAL       $35,481.70   

Although there is no good explanation for 
it, the big house on the plantation was not 
burned down by the Yankees on the march 
to the sea even though most of the depend-
encies were.  It still stands today and having 

The Promised Land 
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County the following list of item taken by 
the Yankees July 22, 1864 hoping that he 
would be exempt from taxes for the year 

1864: 

80 bushels of Corn            $800.00 
90 bushels of Oats              270.00 
300 doz. Fodder              900.00 
16 gallons of syrup              160.00 
600 lbs. of bacon            2400.00 
15 lbs. of lard                67.50 
1/4 lb. of pepper   3.00 
1-1/2 bu. dried fruit                18.00  
1 lb. loaf sugar                10.00 
5 lbs. honey                40.00  
2 bee gums and contents             100.00  
3 lbs. soda                15.00  
8 lbs. soap                24.00  
3 lbs. tobacco                  6.00  
6 boxes blacking                12.00  
20 bunches matches               10.00 
4 lbs. butter                20.00  
4 lbs. salt                   3.20 
15 bu. oats                75.00 
4 bu. wheat                80.00  
3 bu. meal                30.00 
200 lbs. flour              150.00 
1 bu. onions                10.00  
1 bu. Irish potatoes                  5.00 
1/2 doz. Files                36.00 
12 packs of envelopes               18.00 
40 chickens              120.00 
1 tin cup    1.00 
1 frying pan                10.00 
4 yds. Checks                24.00 
2 pillow slips   6.00 
4 towels                 12.00 
1 doz. Bags                60.00 
6 hats                 92.00 
1 shime                 12.00 
Pantaloons              165.00 
Drawers                 16.00 
1 vest - 2 pr. Socks                46.00 

hurricane in U.S. history.   

Several Tennessee counties where the Cum-
berland River and tributaries were swollen to 
record heights inundating areas with no previ-
ous recorded floods were declared Federal 

disaster areas.  

Nashville metro losses alone are estimated at 
over $1.5 billion.  There were at least 23 fatali-

Torrential rains that dumped over 15 inches 
of rain on Middle Tennessee in the first 
weekend of May  appeared to have spared 

most Civil War sites from severe damage.  

The slow-moving system that moved through 
much of the state was especially hard on 
 Nashville, bringing misery and financial ruin 
to thousands in what some have declared the 
worse natural disaster other than a major 

ties in the Nashville area from flood-related 

causes.  

Franklin’s  Carnton Plantation and the 
Carter House both escaped major damage 
according to Jennifer Esler, Executive Di-
rector of the Battle of Franklin Trust who 

manages both sites.  

A period spring house 

By: Gregory L Wade 

Continued on page 4 

Snellville Historical Society Newsletter, April 2010 and J. H. Underwood, editor 

been build before 1825 is in great shape. 

Residents of The Promised Land suffered 
during the days of reconstruction, but since 
the Journals for that period of Thomas 
Maguire’s life are missing, specific occur-
rences are not known.  Thomas Maguire 
died November 25, 1886 twenty-one years 

after the end of the war. 

His “Farm Journal” is a wonderful history 
of life in Gwinnett, DeKalb and Rockdale 
Counties during the years from 1859 to 
1865.  In December of 1949 Mr. John M. 
Harrison transcribed and typed the journal 
and from one of his copies, which Judy 

Bond gave me, I have re-typed it.   

With Judy’s help I was able to get permis-
sion to take pictures of the old house from 
it’s current owner, Mr. Thomas Livsey, 
which I have uses as the cover of my new 
publication.  Copies of “The Promised 
Land” will be available at our next meeting 
July 13, 2010.  For a tax deductable dona-
tion to the Camp of $10.00 or more the 
Camp will give you a copy.   I hope all that 
get one enjoy it as much as I enjoyed pro-

ducing it.    
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was damaged. The extent of damage was 
being evaluated by Middle Tennessee State 

University. 

“Other than the spring house, we are open 
for business,” said Esler. She said a wed-
ding party was forced to hike across the 
fields surrounding the plantation since the 

road to get to the ceremony was flooded. 

South of Nashville the Stones River Na-
tional Battlefield, only recently recovering 
from the 2009 Good Friday tornado, was 

largely untouched.  

“We closed the tour road and a stop by the 
river, but everything else is OK,” said park 

ranger Jim Lewis.  

Much of Nashville’s extensive public park 
system had trail and road damage, but the 
city’s main Civil War site, Fort Negley, was 
not severely impacted, according to Mu-

seum Coordinator Krista Castillo.  

She described the heavy flow of water at the 

fort’s hillside location. “Water was pouring 
down the hill out of the ground behind the 
[visitor] center.” Concrete barriers diverted 

the water, keeping it out of the new facility.  

 Jim Kay of the Battle of Nashville Preser-
vation Society says other Nashville Civil 
War locations, including Shy’s Hill, were 
spared major damage from the driving rain 

which made many hillsides impassible. 

The city of Clarksville, located downstream 
from Nashville along the Cumberland 
River, suffered heavy damage along with 
the 1862 Fort Clark, which was under six 
feet of water, according to Greg Biggs of 

the Clarksville Civil War Round Table.  

Fort Defiance was high enough to avoid any 
serious damage, he said.  A Civil War Trails 
marker was barely visible above the water 
levels while the rest of the riverfront was hit 
hard with only a couple of businesses open 

a week after the storms. 

Fort Donelson National Battlefield near the 

By: Gregory L. Wade - June 2010 Civil War News 

town of Dover is also on the Cumberland 
River downstream from Nashville. Park 
Superintendent Steve McCoy said pumps 
ran 24 hours a day as water seeped as high 
as 12 inches in the Dover Hotel/surrender 
site crawl space, but “no elements of the 

historic structure were damaged. 

River water peaked at a depth of 
“approximately eight inches surrounding the 
northwest corner of the structure,” McCoy 

noted.  

Several trails in the park were closed. While 
there is no visible damage to earthworks 
“standing flood water of the river did reach 
the lower sections of the parapet walls of 

both river batteries,” he added. 


