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NPS Awards $1.6M For Exhibit At
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville
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Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood

By: Scott C. Boyd, Civil War News
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FREDERICKSBURG, Va. – The
National Park Service (NPS)
announced Feb. 18 that $1.6
million has been allocated to
upgrade exhibits at the Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville
visitor centers. They are part of
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania
National Military Park.
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Coming Events
May 20 - 22, 2011 - 147th Anniversary of the “Battle of
Resaca, Resaca, Georgia
May 21, 2011 - UDC Iron
Cross Dedication - 1:00 pm @
Social Circle City Cemetery

July 14 - 16, 2011 - 2011 SCV
Reunion, Montgomery,
Alabama
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By: Commander J. H. Underwood
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By: Gene Wade

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington and Oxford”
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By: Gene Wade (Continued form page 2)

“114th Annual Georgia Division
SCV State Reunion”
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Announcement by georgiascv.org.

“Southern Scenes”
By: Debbie Autry,
edited by: J. H. Underwood

The money is from an NPS fund
for high-priority projects, according to park superintendent
Russ Smith. The non-fee park
has been trying to get the money
for five or six years. “The Sesquicentennial put us over the top.
The time is right, now,” he said.”

They are the other two battlefields
in the four-battlefield park and do
not have their own visitor centers.
They rely on battlefield signage to
tell their story.
The auditorium in the Fredericksburg visitor center might be cut
down in size to make room for
more exhibit space, according to
Smith.
Many of the exhibits in the two
visitor centers date to the 1960s.

Smith said the funds will be
roughly split over fiscal years
2011 and 2012.

Inside this issue:

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington and Oxford”

This would fit into a new concept
for the Chancellorsville visitor
center. “Going back to the original intent,” Smith said, “it was not
just for Chancellorsville, but also
for Wilderness and Spotsylvania
Court House.”

For parks that charge entrance
fees, 80 percent of the revenue
collected goes to the originating
park and the other 20 percent
goes into this fund. Non-fee
parks compete for the highpriority fund money.

June 10 - 12, 2011 - 114th
Annual Georgia Division
Sons of Confederate Veterans State Reunion, Dalton,
Georgia

“Our Commanders Comments”

to the interiors is the cost of exhibits — an average of $500 per
square foot because the work is all
custom design and construction.
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“Our existing exhibits are nearly
50 years old,” said John
Hennessy, park chief historian and
chief of interpretation.

The goal is to complete the exhibit overhaul at each visitor
center before the sesquicentennial anniversary of its battle.
That puts the Fredericksburg
work due by December 2012 and
the Chancellorsville effort by
May 2013.

“Over the last many years, we
have been systematically overhauling media throughout the park
— films, wayside exhibits, publications, digital media. The visitor
centers are the last great frontier.”
“Exhibits are our primary form of
interpretive media,” Smith said.
“Most people think that talks and
tours are where we reach the most
visitors, but actually only about
15-20 percent of our visitors get
to go on a tour or hear a talk – but
almost all of them see the exhibits.”

No exterior work will be done to
expand the visitor center buildings, Smith said. Rather, the
exhibit space inside will get a
complete makeover. “We’ll take
everything out and start over
again.”
One reason for limiting the work
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The aim is to get away from
strictly battles and tactics,
“although we’re going to tell
those stories,” and tell personal
stories. Smith said that telling
battles’ stories from a broader
perspective became part of the
park’s mission in the 1990s.
Hennessy sees telling personal
stories as “demonstrating the
many perspectives participants
and witnesses brought to the
battlefields.”
An example would be telling the
Battle of Fredericksburg story
through the eyes of a child and a
slave, in addition to soldiers,
Smith explained.
This fits the concept he has to
create an icon for the Fredericksburg Battlefield Visitor Center.
He doesn’t know if the new
funds could pay for it, but he
would like four life-size statues
— two soldiers, a child and a
slave.
“Each of them would be appearing out of the middle of the
room,” he explained. “All four of
them would be going in different
directions.”
Although the two park visitor
centers will have new exhibits,
Smith said they don’t want the
exhibits to be the focus of the
visitors’ experience at the park.
“We don’t want this to be a destination,” he said. “Our main
goal is to get the visitors out onto
the battlefield with a good base
of information before they go.”
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Our Commanders Comments
Compatriots:
Confederate History month
(April) has come and gone
and it was a busy one for
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler
Camp #863.
It started with our “Open
House” meeting on April 12th. I want to
thank everyone who participated as your
efforts made it one of the best “Open
House” meetings we have had in my seven
years of being associated with this Camp.
The displays were excellent, the food was
good and we had good participation form
outside with about thirty to thirty-five
people total attending.
On Saturday, April 16, 2011 the James M.
Gresham Chapter #1312 of the UDC held a
Confederate Memorial Day Celebration in
Social Circle. Our camp was well represented at this event and I want to thank all

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

of our compatriots that gave the UDC our
support.

such an honorable celebration and for inviting
our camp to participate.

1st. Lt. Cmdr. Tommy Cook was the keynote speaker while Compatriot Don Stark
gave a memorial narrative on Gettysburg.
Both did an excellent job and made our
camp proud.

Ms. Stark has also invited our camp to attend
an Iron Cross dedication to be held on Saturday, May 21 at 1:00 pm at the Social Circle
City Cemetery. I encourage all compatriots
that can to attend and again support the ladies.
They do not have the use of the Church for
this event so they ask that you bring your own
folding chair.

Adjutant Steve Camp, 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jerry
New and Compatriots Dan Bass, Gene
Wade and myself were also in attendance.
Thank you compatriots for supporting our
UDC counterparts.
Also a big
Thank You
goes out to
UDC Chapter
President
Madelyn
Stark and all
the ladies at
the James M.
Gresham Chapter of the UDC for having

I am pleased to report that Newton County has
removed the brush pile from in front of the
Middlebrooks cemetery. Another work day to
repair and reset some headstones will be on
the agenda for the next meeting.
Our May meeting will be mostly a business
meeting and we will have at least one and
maybe two new member initiations. Nothing
is more important than increasing our ranks
and I look forward to performing my first
initiation ceremony. I will see you there.
J. H. Underwood, Commander.

The Confederate Cemeteries of
Covington and Oxford
By Camp Genealogist: Gene Wade
As camp members may know, I have
embarked on a mission to better identify the Confederate soldiers buried in
the Confederate section of the Covington City Cemetery and the Confederate
Soldier Cemetery on the Emory-Oxford
College campus at nearby Oxford. We
have periodic memorial services honoring those brave soldiers who once
fought for the Confederacy but unless
they are our direct ancestors we actually know little about the individual
soldier, where they came from, the battles they fought or how they died.

complete but at least more information is
available than in the past. It will take tedious and persistent “digging” but I am
determined to help better identify these
Confederate soldiers.
Some of these Confederate soldiers have
now been better identified. In this issue
of the camp newsletter and in subsequent
issues, I hope to provide abbreviated biographical information on some of these
brave soldiers.

Until now, gathering information on
these soldiers would have been next to
impossible but now, thanks to the internet, unit histories, family genealogy
web sites, census records and other web
sites are now more readily available.
This is not to say that information on
these soldiers is easily accessible or
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Headstone at Covington shows:
E.EDSON, 37th MS
Actually:
EMSLEY EIDSON
CPL, CO E, 37th MS
This soldier enlisted as a private on
March 8, 1862 at age 36 at Shubuta,
MS in Capt. Howze's Company which
became Company E “Shubuta Guards”,
37th Mississippi Volunteers. This unit
fought in numerous battles in Mississippi and was surrendered at Vicksburg
on July 4, 1863 after a long tour of duty
in the trenches defending Vicksburg.
Eidson signed his parole on July 6th,
1863 that he would not take up arms
until officially exchanged and this was
accomplished on December 20, 1863 at
the parole camp at Enterprise, MS. The
paroled 37th Mississippi Infantry soon
joined General Joe Johnson's army at
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The Confederate Cemeteries of
Covington and Oxford By Camp Genealogist: Gene Wade (Continued from page 2)
Resaca, GA on May 7, 1864.
Cpl Eidson was wounded (gunshot) at
Resaca, GA on May 15, 1864. He was
evidently evacuated through the Atlanta Receiving and Distribution Hospital and then sent on to Covington
GA. He is listed on a Covington hospital daily transcript dated June 9, 1864
as having “died”.
Genealogy research shows he was born
about 1824 in South Carolina. Research
on the identification of his parents is
not complete but he married Alice
McCarty in 1862. He also left behind a
daughter Elizabeth (b. abt 1863) and
son William (b. abt 1864) who was
probably born soon after Eidson's
death.

Headstone at Covington shows:

J.W. RAPE
7th TX
Actually:
JOHN HOWARD RAPE
PVT., CO B, 7th TEXAS INFANTRY
This soldier enlisted at age 37 on Feb
17, 1863 for three years (or war) at
Pittsburg, TX in Co B of the 7th Regiment, Texas Infantry (also known as
Gregg's Regiment). His enlistment papers describe him as having blue eyes,
light hair, florid complexion and 5' 6”
in height, a farmer, and born in North
Carolina.
After being stationed in Louisiana,
Rape evidently served with the 7th
Texas in the battles around Vicksburg
and nearby Raymond, Miss and then
Jackson, Miss in 1863. The unit was
heavily engaged at Chickamauga in
Sept 1863 with 49% casualties and
fought at Missionary Ridge and Ringgold Gap. The 7th Texas fought in battles of north Georgia to include New
Hope Church where Pvt Rape was
wounded about May 25, 1864. He was
evidently evacuated through the Atlanta
Receiving and Distribution Hospital
and sent on to Hill Hospital at Covington, GA. He is listed on a surgeon's

certificate as having died on June 1,
1864. The effects left behind consisted
of two blankets, one knapsack, one haversack and two pocket books.
This soldier was born in 1825 in Mecklenburg (now Union) County, North
Carolina. His parents were John Rape
and Milly Forbes Rape. He married Leah
Laney in December 1849. The family
moved from North Carolina to Arkansas
around 1857 and then to Texas in 1862.
In addition to his wife, he left six children behind; Martha b.1850, Milly
b.1852, John b.1855, Vicey b.1855,
Mary b.1856 and Hannah b.1857.
One of Rape's last letters was to his
brother Samuel Rape in his own words,
"I was glad to hear from you but sorry
that you have to go to service, looks like
to me if we can't whepe them feds with

“114th Annual Georgia Division SCV State Reunion”
Announcement by: georgiascv.org

The 114th Annual
Georgia Division Sons
of Confederate Veterans State Reunion titled
“The Sesquicentennial
Anniversary of The
War Between The
States” will be held in
Dalton, Georgia on
June 10, 11 and 12, 2011.

Rome, GA, in partnership with the
Gen Joseph E Johnston Camp 671 of
Dalton, will proudly host the 114th
annual Sons of Confederate Veterans
Georgia Division Reunion in 2011.
Camp 469, Commanded by Tony
Warren, and Camp 671, with Commander Bruce Davies at the helm, are
actively putting together a full schedule of events that will keep all participants busy and pleased.

Gen Nathan B Forrest Camp 469 of
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To register for the
event or just to learn
more visit their website at:

http://scvcamp469nbf.com/reunionho
mepage.htm.

MAJ. GEN. JOSEPH WHEELER CAMP #863,
CONYERS, GA.
805 Commerce Drive
Conyers, GA. 30094

E-mail: commander@joewheeler863scv.org

«AddressBlock»

Mailing

Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3

We’re on the Web!
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“Southern Scenes”

By; Debbie Autry, edited by J. H. Underwood

Our “Southern Scenes” photographs this month comes form Ms Debbie Autry, our friend and granddaughter of Pen Middlebrooks
who on Saturday, April 4, 2011 helped her father, W.S. “Buddy” Autry, (gentleman in red jacket) on a cemetery clean up work day at
the Resaca Confederate Cemetery. Mr. Autry is Lt. Commander of the Stand Wattie Camp #915 in Calhoun, Georgia. It seems that
cemetery cleaning is becoming habit forming for Debbie. Thanks Debbie for sharing the wonderful photo’s of this “Southern Scene”.
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