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Saturday June 21, 2011 saw the 
147th anniversary of the death of 
Bishop and Confederate Lt. Gen-
eral Leonidas Polk commemo-
rated by members of the Georgia 
Division, Sons of Confederate 
Veterans and interested citizens. 
 
The spot General Polk fell on 
June 14, 1864 , was marked by a 
marble shaft. In the century since 
the shaft was completed and dedi-
cated, it has suffered from time, 
pollution and even vandalism.  
 
Subscribed on the monument is 
the following: IN MEMORY OF 
LIEUT. GEN. LEONIDAS POLK 
Who fell on this spot. June 14, 
1864 Folding his arms across his 
breast, he stood gazing on the 
scene below, turning himself 
around as if to take a farewell 
view. Thus standing a cannon shot 
from the enemy's guns crashed 
through his breast, and opened a 
wide door through which his spirit 
took its flight to join his comrades 
on the other shore. Surely the 
earth never opened her arms to 
allow the head of a braver man to 
rest upon her bosom. Surely the 
light never pushed back to make 
brighter the road that leads to the 
lamb. And surely the gates of 
heaven never opened wider to 
allow a more manly spirit to enter 
therein. Erected by J. Gid and 
Mary J. Morris. 1902 
 
"The monument was restored by 
historical conservation and resto-
ration experts who have been 
entrusted with much the work at 
the Arlington National Cemetery" 
stated Martin O'Toole of the Gen-
eral Leonidas Polk Camp of 
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Coming Events 

October 1, 2011 - SCV Statue 

Unveiling Ceremony -       

1:30 PM on the Square,        

Jefferson Georgia 

October 1 - 2, 2011 -        

Andersonville Historic Fair - 

Andersonville Georgia 

October 11, 2011 - Regular 

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

October 22, 2011 - Old Towne 

Festival - All day event down-

town, Conyers Georgia. 

 

 

Restoration of Confederate Monuments 

Continues in Georgia 

Smyrna, Sons of Confederate 
Veterans. O'Toole further ex-
plained, "The funds used for this 
restoration project came from the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
specialty auto tag license fees of 
which a portion of the fees goes 
back to the non-profit organiza-
tion to help fund these types of 
projects. Our specialty tags are 
available to anyone in the State 
just by requesting one at your 
local tag office. The Sons of 
Confederate Veterans are erect-
ing and restoring monuments, 
replacing and marking Confeder-
ate tombstones through-out the 
State." 
 
Georgia Division Commander, 
Jack Bridwell, remarked, "We 
are stepping up our efforts as 
part of the commemoration of 
the sesquicentennial of the War 
Between the States, the 150th 
anniversary of one of the most 
defining periods in our nation's 
history. We are looking forward 
to the completion of a number of 
similar projects over the next 
several months ." 
 
On June 14, 1864, General Polk, 
who also served as an Episcopal 
Bishop, placed several religious 
tracts in his coat pocket and 
traveled to Pine Mountain in 
Cobb County, Georgia (near 
Kennesaw) to meet Generals 
William Hardee and Joseph 
Johnston, his commander. The 
observation position was ex-
posed and only the day before 
General Patrick Cleburne had 
been forced to make a speedy 
retirement 
when he 
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Inside this issue: 

(Atlanta - August 15, 2011) The 
Georgia Division of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans is continu-
ing with an aggressive effort to 
restore Confederate monuments 
and historical markers around 
the state, as well as erecting 
additional ones.  
 
One of the monuments that has 
been restored thanks to these 
efforts is the Confederate Lt. 
General Leonidas Polk Monu-
menton located at Pine Mountain 
in Cobb County. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Polk Monument Before Restoration 
 
 
 

               

 

 

 

 

          
Polk Monument After Restoration 

October, 2011 

Ray McBerry Enterprises is the public relations firm for the 
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I want to thank those that 
participated in the Harris 
Homestead Foundation’s 
Heritage Day event “A 
Call to Arms” on Saturday 
September 24, 2011. 1st Lt. 
Commander Tommy 
Cook, 2nd Lt. Commander 
Jerry New, Adjutant Steve 

Camp, Chaplin John Maxey, Webmaster 
Hal Doby, Genealogist Gene Wade and 
Compatriot Don Stark all participated in 

various ways to make our day a success.  

You impressed the young people with your 
knowledge of their Confederate heritage 
and I was excited to see their interest. I 
truly hope they pursue expanding their 
knowledge by joining a camp somewhere. 
We have several leads which we will fol-
low up on and hopefully we will be suc-
cessful in expanding our ranks from our 

efforts at this event. 

We did receive donations of about $90.00 
from the sale of flags and tags and a few 
more $$’s from the pre-sale of T-Shirt to 
members which I do not have a current 

figure on. 

spokesmen, as well as living history 

presentations, may be arranged by 

phone at 1-866-SCV-in-GA or online 

at www.GeorgiaSCV.org  

Thanks also to the ladies of the James M. 
Gresham Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy for joining us. Pictured 
here are (L to R) Marlene Taylor, Madelyn 
Stark (President), Pauline Myers, Phaedra 
Spencer and Ann Hall.  Their presents 
doubled the size of our booth and made it 

most impressive.   

I also need to thank Ms. Dottie Zazworsky, 
Mrs. Judy Hardegree and The William 
Harris Homestead Foundation, Inc. for 
their hospitality and the opportunity to 
participate in this event. It is our hope that 
we are invited back to participate in their 

next event. 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 11th 
at 7:30 pm at the Masonic Lodge.  At this 
point I do not have a guest speaker for this 
meeting so if someone would like to step 
up and make a presentation it would be 

very much appreciated.  

It is however a very important business 
meeting.  There will be numerous items on 
the agenda that require our planning and 
setting dates so please look over your per-

sonal schedules so we can get these done.   

First we need to set a time to install the grave 
stones for James Micajh White, Captain of Co. 
B, 35th Georgia Infantry and his brother Pat-
rick Henry White, 1st. Sergeant of Co. C., 1st 
Georgia Infantry.  These brothers are both bur-
ied in the White Family Cemetery in Rockdale 

County. 

Then we need to set at time to install the grave 
stone for Benjamin Franklin Smith, Private of 
Co. C., 12th Georgia Lt. Artillery who is buried 

in the Liberty Cemetery in Porterdale. 

In addition to scheduling times to set these 
stones we also need to plan memorial services 
for them and Pvt. James A Camp who’s new 

stone 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jerry New set last month. 

Another item on the agenda will be a discus-
sion about the Omega Mapping Co. Inc.’s pro-
posal to map the Middlebrooks Cemetery.  Mr. 
Len Strozier, who was our guest speaker at last 
months meeting, has given us a formal pro-
posal to map and record the cemetery with 

Newton County.   

The total cost of doing this project is $1850.00 
and while this is a substantial amount of money 
it is certainly not impossible to raise.  Mr. 
Strozier has also offered us some real good 
incentive to take this on, which I will discuss at 
the meeting, so bring your best fund raising 

ideas. 

We will also finalize our plans for the Old 
Town Festival coming up on October 22nd.  I 

look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

J. H. Underwood                                         

Commander 

By: Commander  J. H. Underwood 

was fired upon. On this day, the infamous 
Union General William T. Sherman looked up 
and spotted the group of officers surveying his 
lines. He ordered artillery to fire upon them. 
Johnston and Hardee escaped unharmed, but a 
solid 3 inch shell struck General Polk in the 
chest, killing him instantly. "The Fighting 
Bishop" Polk was enormously popular both as 
a General and as a spiritual leader in the Con-

federate Army and his death was felt across 

the South. In 1902, the marker of mar-
ble was erected on the very spot where 
General Polk fell. Among those attend-
ing the dedication of the marker were 
many of Polk's veterans and General 
William Phillips, commander of Phil-
lip's Legion.  
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington             

and Oxford (7th Soldier in the series) 
Headstone at 
Covington 
shows: J. V. 
WOODSON 
COBB'S LE-
GION 
 
Actually: 
JOHN V. 
WOODSON 
COBB'S LE-
GION 

 
Perhaps this is the most unusual burial 
in the Covington Confederate Ceme-
tery. Whereas the other soldiers buried 
in this cemetery died in one of the Con-
federate hospitals in the area, John V 
Woodson not only survived the war but 
got married in 1866 and then fathered 
five children. Woodson did not die 
until sometime between 1880 and 
1898. 
 
John V. Woodson enlisted August 1, 
1861 at age 23 as a private in Captain 
Lamar's Company (Lamar Infantry), 
Georgia Legion at Covington, Newton 
County, Georgia. This company soon 
became Company A, Cobb's Legion 
(Infantry Battalion), at Covington, GA. 
He was captured September 14, 1862 at 
South Mountain, Maryland, sent to Fort 
Delaware for a short time and ex-
changed at Aiken's Landing, Virginia 

on October 6, 1862. 
 
He became a patient at General Hospi-
tal No 19 at Richmond, Virginia on 
October 12, 1862 (reason not known, 
but was likely connected to his recent 
imprisonment). He evidently recovered 
his health and was evidently held in 
high esteem because he was appointed 
Ordinance Sergeant on March 1, 1863. 
Service records of Confederate soldiers 
seldom indicate the battles the soldier 
was in and the record for John V 
Woodson is no exception but it is likely 
that during the period that Woodson 
was with Company A, Infantry, Cobb's 
Legion, he participated not only in the 
battle of South Mountain where he was 
captured but likely Chancellorsville, 
The Wilderness, Spottsylvania and oth-
ers. 
 
On May 24, 1864, Sergeant John V 
Woodson was admitted to Jackson Hos-
pital at Richmond, Virginia evidently 
for chronic diarrhea. At his request, 
Sergeant Woodson was transferred to 
the larger Chimborozo Hospital on June 
27, 1864 presumably to obtain better or 
different treatment for his illness. His 
request was granted. Evidently his ill-
ness persisted because he was soon 
granted a 60 day furlough on July 17, 
1864. Since furloughs of this length 
were usually reserved for those soldiers 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

Continued on page 4. 

 

who were allowed to go home for 
lengthy rest and recuperation, it can be 
assumed that he returned to his home at 
Covington, Georgia to recover. 
 
Ordinance Sergeant Woodson evidently 
did not return to Virginia from his fur-
lough because there is no existing record 
of his presence after being granted fur-
lough. Perhaps he had become tired of 
the long bloody combat he had seen or 
perhaps his illness was so debilitating 
that he didn't recover until after the war. 
We can only speculate. It appears an 
application was made to the state of 
Georgia for a widow's pension in 1915 
but no record of a pension actually being 
granted has been found. The Georgia 
Commissioner of Pensions in 1915 con-
firms that the last official record of 
Woodson's presence was the July 1864 
roster that showed he was granted the 
60-day furlough. 
 
John V. Woodson was born in North 
Carolina about 1838 to Alexander and 
Mary Ann (Cloud) Woodson. By 1860, 
the family had moved to Newton 
County, Georgia. After the war, John V. 
Woodson married Mary E. Spencer, on 
July 5, 1866 in Newton County. Mary 
was born in Georgia but her parents were 
from Connecticut and were living in 
Georgia before 1849. The census of 
1870 for Covington, Newton County, 
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Petersburg, VA – Pamplin Historical Park 
and The National Museum of the Civil War 
Soldier will operate its fall schedule from 
August 15 through November 27. The Park 
will maintain full operating hours and pro-
gramming Wednesdays through Sundays. 
Groups of ten or more may request a reser-
vation for a personalized tour any day of the 
week. Guided tours, costumed interpretation 
and all museums will be offered to visitors 
each day the Park is open. The Park will 
continue to open at 9:00 a.m. and close at 

5:00 p.m. 

One of “Virginia’s Best Places to Visit” ac-
cording to the Travel Channel, and designated 
as a National Historic Landmark, Pamplin 

Historical Park & The National Museum of 
the Civil War Soldier is a 422-acre Civil War 
campus located in Dinwiddie County, Vir-
ginia offering a combination of high-tech 
museums and hands-on experiences. The 
Park has four world-class museums and four 
antebellum homes. The Park is also the site 
of The Breakthrough Battlefield of April 2, 
1865 and America’s premiere participatory 
experience, Civil War Adventure Camp. For 
more information, please call 804-861-2408 

or visit www.pamplinpark.org. 

The Museum of the Civil War Soldier 

Pamplin Historical Park Announces Fall Hours 
Article from August 2011 “Civil War News” 
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Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

Washington, shows Mary E Woodson as 
living with her daughter Anna O. and 
Anna's husband John F. Chick who are ac-
tors in the “theater”. Mary E. Woodson 
never remarried, died in November 1944 
and is buried in the Mount Pleasant Ceme-
tery (King County) Seattle, Washington. 
 
John V Woodson last appears in the 1880 
census taken on June 4, 1880. The January 
1898 issue of The Confederate Veteran 
magazine published a list of Confederate 
dead at Covington that included J. V. 
Woodson. Thus we know that he died some-
time between June 1880 and January 1898. 
 
Why was John V. Woodson buried in this 
particular cemetery? We have assumed that 
only Confederate soldiers who died in the 
local Confederate hospitals were buried here 
so it is surprising that this former soldier 
was buried here at least 15 years after the 
war. We will likely never know the answer 
but perhaps he felt such a strong kinship for 
his former comrades-in-arms he wanted to 
be buried near them. 
 

Georgia shows John V. Woodson, at age 35, 
with wife Mary, age 21, and a daughter also 
named Mary, age 3 living in the Spencer (in-
law) household. This census shows Woodson 
to be an attorney. 
 
The 1880 census of Newton County shows that 
John is still with his wife Mary and now has 
children Mary P (age12), Anna O (age 10), 
Bessie (age 6), Willie (age 5) and Alexander 
(age 10 months). 
 
The 1890 census was destroyed in a 1921 fire. 
The 1900 census shows spouse Mary to be a 
widow and head of household, and her occupa-
tion is dressmaker. Son Alexander, now 20, is a 
printer and is single and Daughter Willie, now 
25, and her husband L.H. Bayner live in the 
Mary Woodson household. 
 
The 1910 census (Atlanta, Fulton) shows Mary 
E Woodson is still a widow and landlady of a 
boarding house. Her children are now out of 
the household but her brother Joseph Spencer 
and his wife Susie live with her. 
 
The 1920 census of Seattle, King County, 

805 Commerce Drive 
Conyers, GA.  30094 
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It is noteworthy that the headstone for John 
V Woodson is at the very end of the front 
row of headstones and supports the evidence 
that he was an “add-on”. Additionally, 
Woodson family researchers also accept that 
he is in this cemetery and that he died after 
1880. We can only speculate why Ordinance 
Sergeant John V. Woodson who died well 
after the end of The War of Northern Ag-
gression was buried in the Covington, Geor-
gia Confederate Cemetery but regardless of 
speculation, he bravely served the state of 
Georgia and the Confederate States of Amer-
ica. 


