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scale model of that Texas fortress 
to Academy and Grammy Award-
winning singer/songwriter Phil 
Collins, himself an avid Texas 

history buff. 

While he plans a number of future 
Alamo-related projects, with his 
current book, “Feed Them the 
Steel,” Lemon returns to his fa-
vorite area of historical research, 
the War Between the States.  The 
book is the dramatic first-person 
memoir of Mr. Lemon’s ancestor, 
Captain James Lemon, who was 
Company A commander, in the 
18th Georgia Volunteer Infantry 
regiment, Army of Northern Vir-
ginia.  Mr. Lemon has added an 
introduction, and an epilogue, and 
many photos, maps and illustra-
tions, to complete this story for 

the modern reader. 

His next writing project is sched-
uled to be a comprehensive his-
tory of the famed 18th Georgia 
Regiment, and will draw heavily 
on his direct ancestor, Capt James 
Lemon’s memoirs, as well as 

other first-hand accounts. 

Camp Officers: 

Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood 

Commander@campjoewheeler.org 

1st Lt. Cmdr: Tommy Cook 

1st._Lt.Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Jerry New 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 

Camp Adjutant:  Steve Camp 

Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org 

Coming Events 

July 9, 2013 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

August 13, 2013 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

September 10, 2013 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 
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Inside this issue: 

Compatriots;   

I am pleased to announce that 
Mr. Mark Lemon, great great 
grandson of Captian James Lile 
Lemon, Commander of Com-
pany A, 18th Georgia Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment, will be the 
guest speaker at our July 9th 
meeting.  Here is a short biogra-
phy of Mark and his accomplish-

ments. 

Mark 
Lemon was 
born in 
1955 in 
Decatur, 
GA. A 
graduate of 
the Univer-

sity of Georgia, he is an author, 
artist, historian, a former United 
States Naval Officer, as well as a 

former NCIS Special Agent. 

He is the author of two award 
winning books on the Alamo, in 
San Antonio, Texas, and has 
been featured on two recent His-
tory Channel documentaries 
concerning that iconic Texas 
fortress: “What Went Down: The 
Alamo,” and “America’s Book 
of Secrets: The Monuments,” 
which featured a segment on the 

Alamo. 

Recently, he completed an epic-
scale painting of the Alamo at 
sunrise, which is now hanging 
behind the front desk at the fa-
mous Emily Morgan Hotel, the 
Official “Hotel of the Alamo” in 
San Antonio.  And, in 2008, he 
constructed and then sold a giant 

Mr. Lemon lives in Acworth, 
GA in the house built in 1856 by 

his ancestor, Captain Lemon. 

 

Please help promote Mr. 
Lemon’s visit by inviting 
friends, bring your ladies and be 
there to hear Mark portray the 
wartime recollections of Captain 
Lemon as the Commander of 
Company A of the 18th Georgia 
Volunteer Infantry regiment.  As 
Time nears, invitations to 
neighboring camps and other 
interested historical groups will 
be sent out.  This will be one of 
our best programs for the year so 
talk it up and let’s have a good 
crowed for Mark’s first visit to 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 

#863. 

J. H. Underwood                  

Commander. 

July, 2013 

Co. A, 18th GA. Reg. Commander’s 

Ancestor to Address Camp 863 
By: Mr. Mark Lemon and Commander J. H. Underwood 

Captain James Lile Lemon 
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Our Commanders’ Comments 

Photographs by: Ms. Catherine Wooten 

Compatriots; 

Our camp has had a busy 
month since the last 
newsletter and our last 

meeting. 

I want to thank Mr. Tony 
Kimbrell, Director of Development at Ox-
ford College, for visiting our camp at the 
last meeting and telling us about his work  
and a  little about the history of the College.  
I also want to thank him for getting us ac-
cess to the Confederate Cemetery so we 
could get Pvt. Archibald Gilmer’s head-
stone installed which we did on Friday June 

14th. (See article below) 

On Tuesday June 18th the Rockdale and 
Newton Citizen newspapers printed an 

Private Gilmer’s original headstone disap-
peared sometime between May 1910 when 
it was listed in an Atlanta Constitution 
article and 1978 when Professor Marshall 
Elizer and Curry Haynes reclaimed the 
cemetery from the woods.  Professor El-
izer’s 1978 plat of this cemetery did not 
list Private Gilmer’s headstone but the 
existence of the 1910 newspaper article 
helped us to prove to the V.A. that a new 

headstone was justified. 

After finally receiving the stone from the 
V.A. we were delayed in setting the stone 
for several months due to the construction 
of a new library at Oxford College which 
had blocked the access to the Confederate 
Cemetery.  Finally on June 14th at 10:00 
am we were allowed access and five of our 
compatriots, Commander J. H. Under-
wood, 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jerry New, compatri-

article by Staff Reporter Crystal Tatum 
which featured our camp’s work at the Mid-
dlebrooks and other cemeteries.  Thank you 
Crystal for making us look good.  I also 
want to thank Ms. Debbie Autry, 2nd Lt. 
Commander Jerry New and Compatriot 
Larry Cornwell for taking their time to in-
terview with Ms. Tatum making this article 
possible.  It is nice to be recognized by the 
community in such a positive way.  Of 
course it is all of your hard work honoring 
our Confederate ancestors in this way that 
really made this happen.  Keep up the good 

work Camp 863. 

On Saturday June 22, 2013 members of the 
camp met and car pooled, escorted by three 
motorcycles, to Nash Farm Battlefield to 
present the Friends of Nash Farm Battle-
field with donations from our camp for a 
monument marking the 150th anniversary 

of Kilpatrick’s Raid of August 18-22, 1864. 

I want to thank Mr. Bill Dodd from Friends 
of Nash Farm for taking his time to meet us 
and give us a wonderful tour of the Nash 
Farm Museum.  Mr. Dodd took a lot of time 
explaining the origin of all the artifacts and 

the history of Nash Farm. 

We had ten  members, four of our ladies and 
one prospective member for a total of fifteen to 
join the field trip and a good time was had by 

all.  (See pictures at the bottom of page 3.) 

Our next meeting is Tuesday July 9, 2013 and, 
as mentioned in the front page article,  Mr. 
Mark Lemon, great great grandson of Captian 
James Lile Lemon, Commander of Company 
A, 18th Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment, 
will be the guest speaker.  Please mark your 
calendars and make sure you don’t miss this 
meeting.  This is also a good opportunity for 
recruiting so bring a friend.  I will be sending 
out invitations to other camps and groups and 
hopefully we will have a good crown to hear 
Mark tell us about his great great grandfather 
and the 18th Georgia.  As always the ladies are 

welcome too. 

Looking ahead our August 13th meeting’s 
guest speaker will be Mr. Wayne Jones in the 
person of Maj. Gen. James Ewell Brown (JEB) 

Stuart.   

I hope to see you all at both these meetings. 

J. H. Underwood                                         

Commander. 

By: Commander J. H. Underwood 

On Friday June 14, 2013, 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler 
Camp 863 of Conyers, 
Georgia replaced a head-
stone marking the final 
resting place of Private 
Archibald H. Gilmer, Com-
pany B, 20th Alabama In-
fantry who served for over 

two years before his death at Hood Hospital 
at Oxford Georgia.  Hood Hospital was one 
of the three Confederate hospitals in the Cov-

ington Georgia hospital complex. 

Pvt. Gilmer enlisted on September 21, 1861 
and fought in many battles until either 
wounded or taken ill at Missionary Ridge in 
late November or early December 1863.  He 
was transferred to Hood Hospital and died on 

December 11, 1863. 
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ots Larry Cornwell, Gene Wade and Russell 

Tonning set the stone. 

Oxford College staff members Mr. Tony 
Kimbrell, Director of Development, Ms. 
Catherine Wooten, Director of Communica-
tions and Kendra Mayfield were on hand to 
witness the memorial service held for Private 
Gilmer following the installation of the 

stone. 

 

 

Cmdr. J. H. Underwood and Comp. Gene Wade 

Final Resting Place of                                   

Pvt.  Archibald H. Gilmer 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(46th & 47th Soldier’s in the series) 

Headstone at Covington 
shows: 
 
A. MEASLE 
33d AL 
 
Actually: 
ALFRED MEASLES 
COMPANY A 
33rd ALABAMA IN-
FANTRY REGIMENT 
 
There is no soldier record in the National 
Archives showing this soldier as a member 
of the 33rd Alabama, but he was. This sol-
dier was originally a private in Company K 
of the 22nd Alabama Infantry Regiment 
until he transferred on April 21, 1864 to 
Company A of the 33rd Alabama Infantry 
Regiment as noted in his service record of 
the 22nd Alabama. It is likely that he wanted 
to join his brother John Measles who was 
already in the 33rd and did so while the 22nd 
and 33rd Alabama were in winter camp near 
Dalton, Georgia. After transferring from the 
22nd Alabama he served only about seven 
weeks in the 33rd Alabama until his death 
on June 10, 1864. Records of the 33rd Ala-
bama are sparse for this period and since 
this was a time of heavy combat and tur-
moil just before the Battle of Atlanta, it is 
not surprising that existing unit records of 
the 33rd fail to reflect his new membership. 
 
Alfred Measles enlisted as a private in 
Company K of the 22nd Alabama on Octo-
ber 6, 1861. The 22nd Alabama was organ-

ized in November 1861 in Montgomery, 
Alabama and then moved to Mobile for a 
short time. The regiment suffered heavily at 
Shiloh (April 1862) and then at Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee (July 1862). The regiment 
lost 53% at Chicamaugua (Sept 1863) los-
ing five color-bearers and 175 killed out of 
400 men. The diminished 22nd was lightly 
engaged at Missionary Ridge (Nov 1863) 
and wintered at Dalton, Georgia where Pri-
vate Measles transferred from the 22nd to the 
33rd Alabama. The 33rd Alabama fought 
various battles in the campaign from Dalton 
to Atlanta. 
 
It is not known when or where Private Mea-
sles was wounded, but the Covington, Geor-
gia Hill Hospital records indicate he was 
admitted on June 1, 1864 and died of Vul-
nus sclopeticum (gunshot wound) on June 
10, 1864. 
 
Alfred Measles was born about 1836 to 
William and Mary Measles. It is believed he 
had at least five siblings: Elizabeth (b abt 
1833), Morenza or Lorenzo (b. abt 1842), 
John (b. abt 1845-1915), Hardy (b. abt 
1842) and Jane (b. abt 1839). There are 
likely other unidentified siblings but little 
genealogical research has been done on this 
family. It has been determined that two of 
his brothers also served the Confederacy. 
John Measles, as mentioned above, was also 
in the 33rd Alabama Infantry Regiment and 
survived the war. Hardy Measles was in the 
14th Alabama and although he was badly 
wounded at Salem Church, Virginia, sur-

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

vived the war. 
 
No evidence was found that Private Alfred 

Measles was married. 

 

Headstone at Covington 
shows: 
J. E. MITCHEL 
__ AR 
 
Actually 
E. J. MITCHELL 
COMPANY I 
8th ARKANSAS INFAN-
TRY REGT. 
 
This soldier enlisted as a private at Pocahon-
tas, Randolph County, Arkansas in Company 
I, 8th Arkansas Infantry Regiment on Decem-
ber 8, 1861. The 8th Infantry Regiment had 
previously completed its organization in July 
1861 at Jacksonport, Arkansas and then 
moved to Pocahontas, Arkansas where it was 
sworn into Confederate service under the 
command of General Hardee. In October 
1861, the 8th Arkansas moved across the 
Mississippi River into Kentucky for occupa-
tion duty until Confederate forces were 
forced to evacuate Kentucky after the fall of 
Forts Henry and Donelson Tennessee in Feb-
ruary 1862. Private Mitchell enlisted in De-
cember 1861 and evidently joined the regi-
ment in Kentucky in December 1861. 
 
The regiment appears not to have participated 
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Continued on page 4. 

Field Trip to Nash Farm 

 

Photo’s by: Webmaster Hal Doby 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford 
(46th & 47th Soldier’s in the series) 

in the battles of Forts Henry and Donelson but 
soon found itself as an inexperienced regiment 
heavily engaged in the battle of Shiloh, Ten-
nessee on April 6-7, 1862 as part of Wood's 
Brigade in Hardee's Corps. At Shiloh, the regi-
ment served on the Confederate right wing 
entering the early battle at Fraley's Field and 
then at the deadly “Hornet's Nest” and finally 
rolling up against Grant's Last Line just at dark 
on April 6th. The 8th Arkansas suffered more 
than 50% casualties at Shiloh. After the retreat, 
the 8th served in the Corinth, Mississippi cam-
paign and soon went with Gen Patrick Cle-
burne's Division to invade Kentucky once 
again, fighting and losing heavily at Perryville 
and at Stone's River. 
 
After these devastating battles, the 8th Arkan-
sas, now a battle-hardened but decimated regi-
ment, was consolidated with the 19th Arkansas. 
They soon fought at Tullahoma and then at 
Chicamauga, Chattanooga, Ringgold Gap, 
Dalton, Resaca, New Hope Church, Kennesaw 
Mountain and numerous other deadly battles 
before the Battle of Atlanta. 
 
Alas, Private E. J. Mitchell, according to his 
archives records, was wounded on May 27, 

1864 during the battle of New Hope 
Church, was evacuated through Atlanta to 
Covington, Georgia and died June 20, 1864 
at Hill Hospital, Covington, Georgia. Ac-
cording to archives records, he left behind 
$200.00 in 4% bonds (Confederate). The 
records for Hill Hospital at Covington, 
Georgia show that Private E. J. Mitchell of 
Company I of the 8th Arkansas Infantry died 
on June 20, 1864 of Vulnus sclopeticum 
(gunshot wound). Private E. J. Mitchell was 
an experienced veteran whose luck finally 
ran out at New Hope Church, Georgia. The 
regiment was soon captured at Jonesboro, 
Georgia and in a special exchange involving 
Union prisoners at Andersonville, was soon 
paroled just in time for the disastrous cam-
paign at Franklin and Nashville. Less than a 
hundred soldiers of the 8th Arkansas were 
still with the colors at their surrender on 
April 26, 1865 near Durham, North Caro-
lina. 
 
The family of E. J. Mitchell has not been 
identified. Unfortunately, every military 
record found on this soldier shows only his 
initials E. J. thus making his identification 
problematic. Census records for Arkansas 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 
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and other nearby states were closely exam-
ined but no reasonable matches were found. 
The Arkansas county where he enlisted, 
Randolph County, borders the state of Mis-
souri and even though it is known that many 
Missourians with Confederate leanings were 
persecuted and fled to Arkansas, no reason-
able match of Missourians was found. A 
thorough search of Genealogy websites like-
wise revealed no reasonable matches. Per-
haps someday, his full identity will be dis-
covered. This battle-hardened soldier de-

serves no less. 

Confederate Memorial Wall                         

Covington Georgia 


