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ports would impart spin to the
missile, like a bullet leaving a
gun barrel, resulting in a flatter
trajectory, greater velocity, and
increased range. The launcher
was a simple iron tube, approximately 6 feet long, with a bipod
for setting the elevation and a
movable restrictor plate for adjusting the range. The British
military tested Hale's invention
and adopted it into their inventory.
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Coming Events
February 11, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
February 22, 2014 - Sherman’s
March Tour: 150th Anniversary of the March, East
Georgia College, Swainsboro,
Georgia
March 11, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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Invitation from East Georgia College.

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”

The Model 1847, 2.25 inch Hale
Rocket Launcher was invented by
British civil engineer William Hale
in 1844 as a replacement for the
Congreve rocket, which had been
in British service since 1804. The
Congreve, in appearance much
like a modern fireworks rocket,
was an intimidating weapon when
fired in volley. However, the largest were eight inches in diameter,
with a body 5-1/2 Ft long and a 21
foot wooden stabilizer tail. It was
launched by use of a large iron
firing framework that could hold
several rockets simultaneously. All
of this made it extremely unwieldy
to transport and set up, plus it was
wildly inaccurate. Hale determined
to improve upon this by designing
a rocket that was spin stabilized.

In 1846, then Capt. John A. Dahlgren of the Washington Navy
Yard
purchased
one of
Hale's
launchers and
rockets
for
testing. After a series of successful trials, Dahlgren purchased
Hale's patent rights for $20,000,
and began manufacture in the
U.S. In 1847, Dahlgren sent six
launchers and some 2000 rockets,
plus trained crews, to join Gen.
Winfield Scott's U.S. army in
Mexico. The Hale was used at the
battles of Vera Cruz, Cerro
Gordo, and Chapultepec, among
others, during the Mexican War.
By 1861, Hale rocket batteries
were fielded by both North and
South. Never considered a replacement for conventional artillery, it did prove useful in a fire
support role in areas that were
unsuitable for wheeled artillery.
This was demonstrated by the
74th Pennsylvania Volunteer
Infantry in the siege of Charleston, SC. Infantry units transported and used Hale rockets
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(62nd & 63rd Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
(62nd & 63rd Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 3.)

4

Hale's rocket was 2-1/4 inches in
diameter and approximately 18
inches long. In addition to the
exhaust aperture at the rear, there
were 3 angled exhaust ports drilled
equidistant around the upper circumference. When launched, these
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against Confederate picket boats
where the ground was too
swampy to support wheeled
guns.
Our replica of the Hale launcher
is made completely of welded
steel, and uses fireworks to
simulate the firing of missiles.
We can fire rockets, plus artillery rounds and reload-able cannisters by use of an adapter. Our
first outing with the operational
launcher was the weekend of
May 16-18 in Sacramento, KY.
Mr. Evan Castle, founder of Co.
B, 3rd Reg. Confederate Engineers reenacting company will
be our guest speaker at our February 11th meeting and will have
their replica of the Hale rocket
launcher on hand for viewing.
Mr. Castle’s program for the
evening will be “Jed Hotchkiss,
Stonewall Jackson’s Mapper”.
In addition to the lecture he will
have a museum quality collection of
period
surveying
and mapping instruments
and maps
for display.
How did a
yankee,
civilian
schoolteacher
end up on Jackson’s staff? It’s a
very interesting story and you
don’t want to miss it, so bring a
friend and enjoy Mr. Castle’s
program.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots;
I want to thank everyone
who participated in our
26th Annual Lee-Jackson
Dinner on January 14th.
We had 40 people present
and I think everyone
enjoyed the event, especially the program. It takes everyone doing
their part to make an event like this a success and this one was.
A special thanks goes to our guest speaker
Mr. Scott K. Gilbert, Commander of Gen.
Lafayette McLaws
Camp 79 in Fayetteville
for a great program on
“Robert E. Lee, Husband and Father”. I
have heard nothing but
good comments about
his presentation and I
know it was enjoyed by
all.
A Special Thanks also goes out to Lt. CiC
Kelley Barrow for helping us pull off a
surprise by having his wife Cassie there to

accept our “Person of
the Year” award for
2013. Congratulations
Cassie on the award and
thank you both for being
there and bringing Georgianah and William.
Congratulations also to
Compatriot Larry Cornwell for being selected our Compatriot of the Year for 2013.
Larry supported all of our Camp projects
and events throughout the year not to mention the countless hours he spent restoring
the rock wall at Middlebrooks Cemetery.
Thanks Larry for all of your hard work.
Other guests at this years Lee-Jackson Dinner were Mrs. Pauline Myers, President of
the James M. Gresham Chapter 1312 of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy and
Rockdale County Historical Society Board
Members, Judy Bond, Ellen Trainer and
Terrell Underwood. Thank you for your
support of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp
863.

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

tioned in the front page article our Guest
Speaker will be Mr. D. Evan Castle.
In addition to being the founder of Co. B, 3rd
Regiment, Confederate Engineers reenacting
company Mr. Castle attended the U.S. Army
Topographic Surveying School in Ft. Belvoir,
Virginia and spent forty years as a surveyor,
the last twenty as a Registered Land Surveyor.
He is the owner of Confederate Surveying
Associates, Inc. in Monroe, Georgia and is a
member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans,
the Military Order of Stars and Bars and the
Sons of Confederate Veterans Mechanized
Cavalry. Also as mentioned in the front page
article, Mr. Castle’s subject will be “Jed Hotchkiss, Stonewall Jackson’s Mapper.
This will be a very interesting program and a
good one to bring potential members. So invite
friends that might be interested and I will see
you at the meeting.

J. H. Underwood
Commander

Our next meeting is Tuesday February 11th
at 7:30 at the Masonic Lodge. As men-

Sherman’s March Tour:150th Anniversary of
the March

Saturday, February 22, 2014
One of the most important campaigns of
the American Civil War occurred in Georgia, when General William Tecumseh
Sherman’s blue-coated soldiers conducted
their March to the Sea from Atlanta to
Savannah. Join Dr. John K. Derden, Professor Emeritus of History at East Georgia
State College, for a day tour through
Emanuel, Jenkins and Burke counties retracing the route of Sherman’s soldiers as
they moved through the area on their way
to the coast. You will travel some of the
actual roads (among the best preserved in
the state) traversed by Sherman’s soldiers
and defended by Confederate troops, see

Invitation from the office of External Affairs at East Georgia State College
several camp sites actually used by the general, and visit antebellum plantations. In addition, Dr. Derden, who has recently published the first full-length, documented history
of Camp Lawton (The World’s Largest
Prison: The Story of Camp Lawton [Mercer
University Press, 2012], the Confederate
prison located on the grounds of what is now
Magnolia Springs State Park, will lead a tour
of the site and give an illustrated talk about its
history and its resurrection in the public mind
as a result of the recent archeological findings
there. Throughout the day, local anecdotes
pertaining to the March will be shared.
The tour will begin on the campus of East
Georgia State College in Swainsboro at 9
a.m.We will gather at the Sudie A. Fulford
Community Learning Center located on
Madison Dixon Drive and depart from there
by bus after a brief orientation. Lunch will be
provided during the tour, and we should return by 6 p.m. The cost is $70.00 per person,
$10.00 per student.
The tour does not require a lot of walking.
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What walking there will be will be at Magnolia Springs State Park, and that is optional.
Dress comfortably, and be prepared for
weather changes.
This event is in its twenty-fifth year, and this
year will mark the 150th anniversary of the
March and the operation of Camp Lawton.
Anyone with an interest in Georgia history,
the Civil War, local history, or the past in
general will enjoy this opportunity. Some
have even given the tour as a Christmas gift to
friends and family.
Join us for a day of fun, fellowship, learning,
and appreciation for the sacrifices of our forebearers as well as the rich heritage of our part
of the state.
For reservations or more information,
please contact Amanda Williams or Elizabeth Gilmer in the Office of External Affairs at East Georgia State College at (478)
289-2133.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(62nd & 63rd Soldier in the series)

Headstone at Covington
shows:
R. RICHARDSON
38th TN

Actually:
JAMES R. RICHARDSON
COMPANY A
38th TENNESSEE INFANTRY REGT.
This soldier enlisted on October 22, 1862 as
a private in Captain Cotter's Company
(Company A) of the 8th Tennessee Regiment (also known as Looney's Regiment).
This company became Company F of the
38th Regiment, Tennessee Infantry on October 22, 1861 at Camp Abington, Fayette
County, Tennessee and soon became Company A of the 38th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. Private Richardson was one of the
original members of this company.
During December of 1861, the regiment was
at Knoxville, Tennessee with 988 men but
only 250 arms, most of which were old
rifles, muskets and shotguns and of these
not more than 50 were in good condition.
The commanding general refused to allow
this ill-armed unit to participate in the Battle
of Fishing Creek, Kentucky. Later, after
being better armed, the 38th Tennessee
fought at Shiloh and Perryville. In the battle
of Shiloh, Tennessee,(April 1862), the
bloodiest battle of the war to date, the 38th
Tennessee was in Col. Preston Pond's Brigade, of Ruggles' Division, and led the
charge on Union General Prentiss' Division,
which resulted in the capture of a battery
and about 1,000 yankee prisoners. In this
battle, the 38th Tennessee suffered 65 casualties. In the battle of Perryville, Kentucky
(Oct 1862), the 38th suffered 43 casualties.
During the battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee (Dec 1862-Jan 1863), the 38th Tennessee reported 282 engaged with 85 casualties
but with the capture of seven pieces of artillery and about 500 prisoners. (Perhaps the
regiment was assisted by other regiments of
the brigade.)
The 38th did not participate in the battle at
Missionary Ridge because it was assigned

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

to protect bridges over the Hiwassee River
near Louden and Charleston, Tennessee
(northeast of Chattanooga) in case General
Longstreet tried to rejoin the Army of Tennessee instead of moving into Virginia. Here
the 38th was cut off by the union army so the
38th destroyed the bridges and joined General Longstreet in East Tennessee arriving at
Bristol, Tennessee ( near Virginia border) on
December 26, 1863. After assisting in building and repairing bridges in this area until
February 5, 1864, the regiment was moved
by rail to Dalton, Georgia arriving February
14, 1864 to rejoin the main body of the Army
of Tennessee.
The regiment received much battle experience in the battles from Shiloh to Murfreesboro and in the campaigns preceding the
battles preceding Atlanta to include the battles from Rocky Face to Jonesboro. The regiment later endured Hood's deadly winter
operations in Tennessee and ended the war in
North Carolina. It is not known exactly
which battles or skirmishes after the battle of
Chicamaugua the regiment was involved in
but the regiment appears to have been constantly engaged throughout the battles for
Atlanta. Only a handful surrendered at the
end of the war.
Private James R. Richardson was wounded
during the battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee
on December 31, 1862 and sent to an unknown hospital. He evidently recovered because he was present with his regiment a few
months later in March 1863. Company muster rolls for August 1863 through April 1864
show he was present with his company but a
muster roll for August 1864 indicates he was
again wounded about May 17, 1864, probably near Resaca, Georgia. It is presumed that
he was transported to a Receiving and Distribution hospital in Atlanta and then on to
Covington, Georgia. Records for Hill Hospital at Covington, Georgia show that J. R.
Richardson, private, 38th Tennessee, Company A, died of Vulnus Sclopeticum (gunshot
wound) on June 11th, 1864.
John R. Richardson was born in Haywood
County, Tennessee about 1842 to John
Richardson (abt 1812-1889) and Mary C.
Wright Richardson (abt 1820-d. bet 18601870). There were six sons and five daughters of this marriage. The daughters were
Tabetha Elizabeth (abt 1841-?), Rebecca C.
(abt 1845-?), Martha (abt1850-bef 1860),
Mary Emma (abt1856-?) and Sarah L
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(abt1858-?). The sons were William Lebbus
(b.1839-1917), our subject James R. (abt-1842June 11, 1864), John (abt 1847-?), Thomas J.
(abt 1853-?), George A (abt 1861-1924), and
“M. T.”(abt 1866-?).
The older brother William Lebbus Richardson
also served in Company A of the 38th Tennessee. This brother became a Second Lieutenant
and suffered a gunshot wound to his left foot at
Muffresboro (Dec 1862) and was taken prisoner. He was soon paroled and exchanged but
his wound made him unfit for field duty so he
was reassigned to the rear as a provost marshal.
He survived the war and died in 1917. Brother
John who was born about 1847 was old
enough to have served but his service cannot be
positively identified nor can it be determined if
he survived the war.
No evidence was found that James R. Richardson was married or had any children. It is so
sad that this brave experienced soldier served
for almost two years of hard service but has no
direct descendants to honor his existence.

Headstone at Covington
shows:
J. WILLIS
38th ALABAMA
Actually:
J. WILLIS
38th ALBAMA
This soldier cannot be positively identified.
Available records show there was only one
soldier in the 38th Alabama named Wllis and
his name was William Willis and he was rejected for service in May 1862.
So, who is the J. Willis, 38th Alabama, buried
at Covington? A search of possible misspellings such as Millis/
Hills/Walls/Mills/Lewis/Hollis,Wells/Wills/Ha
rris and many other similar names was made
but no strong possibilities emerged. A thorough
search was made for a Willis from all units
from Alabama and of all Confederate units
numbered 38th with no reasonable result. Even
searching for a Alabama Willis as a first name
was likewise fruitless. The available Doctor
Samuel Stout papers for the Covington/Oxford
hospitals do not list a J. Willis of the 38th Alabama. There is nothing beyond the headstone
showing J. WILLIS.
Continued on page 4.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(62nd & 63rd Soldier in the series)
Could this possibly be the William Jeffries,
also of the 38th Alabama? Consider that a
“scraggly” hand-written William of
”Jeffries, William” and the initial J for
Jeffries, private, 38th Alabama, who is
known to have died at Covington, Georgia
on June 28, 1864 could have been mistranscribed. Perhaps a stretch, but records of
that era are not only incomplete but often
misread, and flowery handwriting make
transcription more difficult. Being in the
38th Alabama and having died at Covington
is perhaps co-incidence but suggestive that
J. Willis is Jeffries, William. Note that
Jeffries, William of the 38th Alabama died at
Covington but there is no headstone at either Covington or Oxford for him. The federal census of 1850 and 1860 and genealogy
research of others show that there was a
William Jeffries (born abt 1841) but there is
no record after a soldier record shows he
was issued clothing in April 1864 at an
unknown location. Given that deceased
Confederate soldiers simply were not transported home during this period in 1864, this
soldier is almost certainly buried at Covington or Oxford either as an unknown or misidentified soldier. Is he unknown or simply

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

misidentified? For now, the actual identity of
this Confederate soldier buried as J. Willis is
known but to God.

likely that our J Willis, if that was his true
name, likely became wounded/ill soon after
Resaca.

Lacking better information, it must be assumed that this Confederate soldier was a J.
Willis that actually did serve in the 38th Alabama Infantry Regiment but that his record
is simply missing. The 38th Alabama Infantry Regiment was organized at Mobile, Alabama in May 1862. The regiment remained
in defense of Mobile until February 1863
when it went to Tullahoma, Tennessee. The
regiment was heavily engaged at Chicamauga( Sept 1863) (37% casualties out of
490 engaged). At Missionary Ridge (Nov
1863), the regiment was heavily engaged
with many being captured. After wintering at
Dalton, Georgia the regiment participated in
the operations of the Atlanta Campaign suffering particularly heavy casualties at Resaca
and then at Atlanta. The regiment later
fought during the ill-fated campaign in Tennessee and served as a rear-guard in the retreat from Nashville. The regiment returned
to the Mobile area, then fought at Spanish
Fort and then later was surrendered at Meridian, Mississippi, about 80 strong. It is

Although it is tempting to make assumptions
as to the true identity of our J. Willis, 38th
Alabama, unless more definitive information
becomes available, we must assume that the
headstone is accurate and that our subject is J.
Willis of the 38th Alabama Infantry Regiment.
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