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States of America constitutionally, legally, and honorably seceded from the Union with the
United States of America after
enduring many years of political
and criminal abuse and was
promptly invaded and fought a
four year war 1861-1865 for the
cause of achieving Southern Independence; and
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Coming Events

WHEREAS, The Confederate
States of America was a classical
civilization with a fine military,
politics with superior statesmen,
colleges and universities, art and
literature, and classical architecture; and

March 11, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
April 8, 2014 - Open House
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
May 10, 2014 - Georgia Civil
War Heritage Trails® Event
- Tunnel Hill, Georgia
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By: Commander J. H. Underwood

“SCV Announce “Flags Across
Georgia” Campaign”
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Press release by Ray McBerry Enterprises

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
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(66th & 67th Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 2.)

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
(66th & 67th Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 3.)

tage Month Proclamation pub-

WHEREAS, The Flags of the
Confederate States of America
represent the principles and values established by America’s
Founding Fathers who were primarily Southern gentlemen from
Virginia: Constitutional Limited
Federal Government, States
Rights, Resistance to Tyranny
and Christian Values and Principles and are 180 degrees diametrically opposed to Socialism and
Secular Humanism. Thus the
principles and values the Confederate flags represent are the same
principles and values represented
by the original U.S. Betsy Ross
flag; and

lished throughout Georgia.
Confederate History & Heritage
Month April 2014 Proclamation
WHEREAS, Georgia is rich in the
history of the War for Southern
Independence; and

Inside this issue:
“Our Commanders Comments”

Here is the Confederate Heri-
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WHEREAS, The State of Georgia
has long cherished her Confederate
history, heritage, and culture and
the great leaders, soldiers, and
civilians who made sacrifices on
behalf of the Confederate
cause; and
WHEREAS, The Georgia Division
of the Sons of Confederate Veterans is dedicated to honoring on a
statewide basis those who served,
supported, and fought for the Confederate States of America and
educating the general public on
Confederate history, heritage, and
culture; and

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln
and his administration acted with
deceit in setting up the Ft. Sumter
incident with the intent purpose
of starting a war and blaming the
Confederate States of America
for the initiation of war; and
WHEREAS, The residents of
Georgia have a noble lineage in
their Confederate ancestors who

WHEREAS, The Confederate
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honorably and heroically took up
arms to secure liberty for their
country, the Confederate States
of America, and in defense of
and protection for their homes
and families against an unconstitutional, illegal, criminal, and
immoral invasion by the armies
of the United States of America
under the misguided direction
and tyranny, despotism, dictatorship, and treachery of Abraham
Lincoln and numerous other
Northern industrialists, radicals
and fanatics who were supported
by the infamous European Socialist Karl Marx; and
WHEREAS, The men of Georgia served in the armies of the
Confederate States of America
with valor, many paying the
ultimate sacrifice of dying on
behalf of the Confederate cause;
and
WHEREAS, Confederate Memorial Day has been celebrated
in Georgia for 148 years; and
WHEREAS, The month of April
bears special significance since it
marks both the beginning and the
ending of the War For Southern
Independence,
THEREFORE: We, the Sons of
Confederate Veterans of Georgia, do hereby proclaim April
2014 as “Confederate History
and Heritage Month” in Georgia
and encourage all residents and
citizens to increase their knowledge of the role played by the
State of Georgia in the Confederate States of America and in The
United States of America.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Saturday March 1, 2014
was a great day at the
Middlebrooks cemetery.

Also thank you Debbie Autry for bringing
the doughnuts and helping with the markers.

Nine of our members set
90 “UNKNOWN” markers at the cemetery in
about an hour and a half.

April is Confederate History Month and as
always our April meeting will be our open
house, so bring all or your Confederate
artifacts and memorabilia to display.

Thank you compatriots Tommy Cook,
Jimmy Chappell, Larry Cornwell, Skip
Driver, Ron Reynolds, Russell Tonning,
Steve Camp and Jerry New for all your
hard work.

Debbie Autry’s sister and Navy Veteran,
Donna Autry Rinedoller, made a beautiful
Afghan and has donated it to the camp to
auction off as a fund raiser. Thank you Ms.
Rinedoller for the kind donation and I am
sure the person who wins the bid will enjoy
your beautiful work.
In addition to this several more Items have
been donated so we will have a silent auction with all the proceeds going to the
camp. If you have any items you would
like to donate, please bring them and we
will add them to the auction. Remember to

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

bring friends and your checkbooks and this will
be a good opportunity raise some money for
the camp as well as promote our organization
and possibly increase our ranks.
On Confederate Memorial Day, Saturday April
26th, we will have a memorial service at the
Confederate cemetery in Covington so please
mark your calendars and plan to attend this
event. Compatriot Gene Wade, being our local
expert on the fallen hero’s buried in this historic cemetery, will have the honor of being the
guest speaker. We will be finalizing the plans
for this event at the April meeting so please
make every effort to be there and I will see you
then.
J. H. Underwood
Commander

SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS ANNOUNCE "FLAGS
ACROSS GEORGIA" CAMPAIGN
Press Release by Ray McBerry Enterprises for the SCV
(ATLANTA - February 28, 2014) Following up the redesign of their specialty
license plate in Georgia which now prominently features the Confederate battle flag,
the Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans announced today the
launch of a bold "Flags Across Georgia"
campaign which will raise Confederate
battle flags and 1956 Georgia flags in
prominent places throughout the state of
Georgia as part of the ongoing effort to
commemorate the sesquicentennial of the
War and to promote Southern Heritage.
A 60 foot flagpole flying a 180 square foot
Confederate battle flag on US Highway 19
in south Georgia's Mitchell County is the
newest addition to a rapidly growing number of highly visible flags being erected by
the SCV all over Georgia. More than a
dozen huge flagpoles have quietly gone up
awaiting the announcement of the beginning of the "Flags Across Georgia" campaign. These flags include 50 foot flag
poles in both Augusta and Ringgold, both
on major highways in heavily commercialized areas. The pole in Augusta is located
on Wheeler Road, a busy four lane highway just off I-20. The flagpole in Ringgold
is located on Battlefield Parkway at I-75

exit 350. Each of the poles is located in a
highly visible location and flies a large 10 x
15 foot battle flag which is visible for miles
around to those travelling Georgia's roads and
interstates.

St. Andrews Cross on smaller flagpoles at
their homes and in their communities as a
demonstration of their love for Southern Heritage and to commemorate the War during its
150th anniversary.

The largest flag erected so far is a Confederate battle flag just north of Tifton, Georgia
right beside I-75. The huge flag is 30' x 50'
atop a pole that stands a towering 120' above
the landscape and has attracted a huge amount
of attention, especially since it is positioned
on the main route travelled by millions of
tourists heading to and from Florida from all
over America.

The "Stars and Bars" - or First National flag
of the Confederacy - after which Georgia Rep.
Bobby Franklin designed Georgia's current
state flag is not the Confederate battle flag
which bears the more recognizable "St. Andrews Cross," despite mistakes by some in the
media confusing the two. The St. Andrews
Cross of the battle flag is a Christian symbol
which has historically stood for freedom from
tyranny and oppression dating back nearly a
thousand years to its origins during Scotland's
wars for independence.

The sites selected for the existing flagpoles in
the "Flags Across Georgia" campaign include
parcels of land which have been sold, deeded,
leased, and loaned to the SCV by the original
owners. A list of land owners offering their
properties as potential sites for additional
flagpoles in prominent locations has been
growing as word of the bold new campaign
has leaked out around the state in recent
weeks.
As part of the "Flags Across Georgia" campaign, homeowners around the state are also
being encouraged to fly the Confederate flag
and 1956 Georgia Memorial Flag bearing the
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While the raising of the flags in the "Flags
Across Georgia" campaign is a part of the
sesquicentennial commemoration of the War,
the SCV plans on continuing the project after
the commemoration draws to an end in 2015
according to Georgia Division officers.
For more information, please call
404.271.8473 or contact the Georgia Division
SCV online at www.GeorgiaSCV.org
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(66th & 67th Soldier in the series)
Headstone at Oxford
shows:
J M HEW#
CO A, LA
Actually:
JOHN WESLEY HILL
COMPANY A
19th LOUISIANA INFANTRY REGIMENT

This soldier is incorrectly identified on his
headstone. Although there appears to be a
substantial difference between Hew# and
Hill, when examining handwriting of that era
it is easy to see how a misreading could happen. Since the existing headstone shows a
raised space after HEW, it appears that people providing the name of HEW to the headstone engraver recognized that the name was
incomplete/incorrect. Genealogy research on
John Wesley Hill shows that his descendants
do know that their Private John W. Hill died
at the Oxford Institute, Newton County,
Georgia on July 13, 1864.
John Wesley Hill enlisted as a private on
December 11, 1861 at Camp Moore, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana in Company A of the
19th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. The 19th
consisted of ten companies giving it a total of
873 men. The regiment spent the winter of
1861 in New Orleans. In February 1862, it
went to Corinth, Mississippi and soon fought
at the bloody Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7,
1862) where the regiment lost about one-fifth
of its total strength. The regiment became
part of the garrison at Mobile, Alabama in
July 1862. In April 1863, the regiment became part of the Army of Tennessee and
soon moved to near Jackson, Mississippi and
participated during the siege there during the
battle at Vicksburg (July 1863). After the fall
of Vicksburg, the 19th Louisiana moved back
to the Army of Tennessee in northern Georgia and fought in the battle at Chicamauga
(Sept 19-20, 1863) where it captured two
yankee cannon but suffered the loss of of 153
of the 350 officers and enlisted men engaged.
At the November 25, 1863 battle ay Missionary Ridge, the regiment repulsed several
attacks but was forced to retreat when the
federals outflanked their position. The regiment soon entered winter quarters near Dalton, Georgia.

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

Mill Creek Gap (May 8-11), Resaca (May 1415), New Hope Church (May 25-28), Atlanta
(July 22), Ezra Church (July 28) and Jonesboro
(August 31). After the regiment withdrew from
the Atlanta area, it barely missed the fighting at
Franklin but was heavily engaged at Nashville
(Dec 15-16, 1864). After other engagements,
the regiment eventually surrendered in Gainesville, Alabama in 1864 but Private John Hill
was no longer with his regiment. He became ill
sometime in early 1864 and appears to have
been in and out of hospitals after Missionary
Ridge and was eventually sent to the hospital at
Oxford, Georgia where he died on July
13,1864 of unstated causes.

John W. Hill was born November 18, 1832
in South Carolina to Col. John Hill (18011873) and Elizabeth Welch Hill (18011849). The father, Col John Hill, was evidently a Colonel in the South Carolina Militia around 1830-1843. Our subject's mother,
Elizabeth Welch Hill, was the second and
middle wife of Col John Hill. The children
of this second marriage will be discussed
later.
The first wife of Col John Hill was Nancy
Griffis Hill (1801-1831). The children of the
first wife (step-siblings of our subject John
Wesley Hill), were Joshua Hill (1823-1863),
Jesse Hill (1825-1847), Joel Hill (18281854) and Sarah Ann Hill (1830-1831). It is
noteworthy that step-brother Joshua Hill
was also a member, like our subject John
Wesley Hill, of Company A, 19th Louisiana
Regiment and was mortally wounded at
Chicamauga, Georgia. Joshua died in the
hospital at Marietta, Georgia and is buried
in the Confederate cemetery there in a unmarked grave. Another son of this marriage
was Jesse Hill (1825-1847) who died during
the 1847 Mexican siege of Pueblo, Mexico
during the Mexican-American war. None of
the children of this first marriage survived
past the War Between the States.
The third wife of Col John Hill was Silvesta
Wren Dunton Hill (1813-1891). The children of this marriage were Virgil Hill
(1850-1851) and Edward Hill (1852-1909).

Confederate Cemetery at Oxford

His National Archives records show he was a
musician in Company A of the 19th Louisiana.
The July 14, 1864 daily transcript for Post
Covington (includes Oxford) shows Private
John W. Hill was a musician with Company A,
19th Louisiana. Musicians during this war were
usually part of the regimental band but perhaps
Private Hill served in a dual assignment in
Company A. For general information, musicians usually also served as ambulance drivers,
litter carriers and assisted the regimental hospital staff but during this period of heavy combat,
Private Hill likely also fought when necessary.
Private John W. Hill served for over three and
a half years, certainly an experienced veteran.

The 19th Louisiana fought in numerous battles preceding the Battle of Atlanta to include
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There were seven children in the second
family including our subject John Wesley
Hill. Our subject John Weskey Hill (18321864) was the oldest child of this marriage.
Other children of this marriage were Willliam Holcomb Hill (1834-1912), Mary
Anne Hill (1836-1908), Susan Caroline Hill
(1837-1870), Thomas Jefferson Hill (18391920), Margaret Elizabeth Hill (1843-1908)
and Martha Anna Hill (1849-1849). Our
subject's brothers William Holcomb Hill
and Thomas Jefferson Hill were of the right
age to have served the Confederacy but their
service cannot be positively identified because of similarly named soldiers. They
both survived the war.
Our John Wesley Hill evidently moved
from South Carolina to Bossier, Louisiana
after the death of his mother Elizabeth Hill
in August 1849 and after the remarriage of
his father Col John Hill to Silvesta in November 1849 and after Continued on page 4.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(66th & 67th Soldier in the series)
the federal census of July 1850. The census
of 1860 shows John W. Hill as living in what
appears to be a boarding house at Bossier,
Louisiana. His occupation is unclear but may
show he is a musician.
The correct name of this brave Confederate
soldier who is buried under this incorrectly
marked headstone is finally known. Private
John Wesley Hill deserves our recognition.

Headstone at
Covington shows:
A. J. WHITSON
6th TN
Actually:
A. J. WHITSON
6th TN
In spite of intensive research, this soldier cannot be further identified other
than what is indicated on the headstone
in the Covington Confederate Cemetery.

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

The available limited Doctor Samuel
Stout records for the Covington area hospitals do not mention this soldier but these
records are incomplete. It is supposed that
the name Whitson may be a corruption of
his true name which could be Wilson/Watson/Whitten/Whitman/Matson or
other similar name. None of these or other
similar names could be reasonably identified as belonging to our subject based on
rosters for the 6th Tennessee Cavalry/or
6th Tennessee Infantry or any similar Tennessee unit. There were at least 34 soldiers named Whitson in Tennessee units
and at least 99 in the Confederate Army
but a search of virtually every name revealed no reasonable match. It is possible
that A. J. Whitson joined the 6th Tennessee (infantry or cavalry) but that his records did not survive the war. There are
several possibilities but none can be reasonably identified as our A. J. Whitson.
Two A. J. Whitsons of Tennessee of this
era were found but census records show
that both survived the war.
4

Did this soldier really serve in the 6th Tennessee? There was a 6th Tennessee Infantry and also a 6th Tennessee Cavalry, both
of which served in the Atlanta Campaign,
but rosters for these units do not list a
soldier named Whitson or any similar
variation that can be identified. Perhaps
some day records on this brave Confederate soldier will be identified but for now,
the identity of this Confederate soldier is
known but to God. Perhaps someday this
Confederate soldier and his family can be
properly recognized.

Confederate Memorial Wall Covington Georgia

