
1 

 
Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

National Civil War Naval Museum 

clude a full scale ship replica 
of the USS Water Witch, a 

replica of the USS 
Hartford with its 
berth deck, ward 
room and captain's 
cabin, an actual 
cutter or "ship's 
boat" from the 
USS Hartford, a 
full scale replica 
of the USS Moni-
tor's famous turret, 
and an immersive 
panoramic dock-
side exhibit recre-
ating Plymouth, 

North Carolina, complete with 
an exterior and 
interior view of 
the CSS Albe-
marle. Among 
our many arti-
facts, we have 
the largest col-
lection of Civil 
War Naval-

Camp Officers: 

Camp Cmdr: Joe Underwood 

Commander@campjoewheeler.org 

1st Lt. Cmdr: Tommy Cook 
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2nd. Lt. Cmdr:  Jerry New 

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org 
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Coming Events 

July 8, 2014 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

July 16-19, 2014 - National 

SCV Reunion - Charleston, SC 

August 12, 2014 - Regular      

meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

Volume 10, Issue 3 

Gen. Joe’s Dispatch 

“Our Commanders Comments”  
By: Commander J. H. Underwood 

2 

“The Confederate Cemeteries 
of Covington & Oxford”   
(69th, 70th & 71st Soldier’s in a series)    
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene 

2 

“The Confederate Cemeteries 
of Covington & Oxford”   
(69th, 70th & 71st Soldier’s in a series)    
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene 
Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

3 

  

“The Confederate Cemeteries 
of Covington & Oxford”   
(69th, 70th & 71st Soldier’s in a series) 
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene 
Wade   (Continued from page 3.) 

4 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

The National Civil War Naval 
Museum tells the story of the 
Sailors, Soldiers, and 
Civilians, both Free 
and Enslaved as af-
fected by the Navies 
of the American Civil 
War and provides a 
repository for rele-
vant archives and 
artifacts on the sub-
ject, for all genera-
tions of the public. 
The Museum uses all 
available media sys-
tems/distribution plat-
forms and live inter-
pretation in furtherance of this 
mission. Located in Columbus, 
Georgia, the National Civil 
War Naval Museum overlooks 
the Chattahoochee River. We 
house the largest surviving 
Confederate warship, the CSS 
Jackson, as well as the the 
wreckage of the CSS Chatta-
hoochee. Other exhibits in-

related flags on display in the 
country. The collection in-
cludes various flags from 
ships and coastal forts, signal 
flags and Admirals' pennants. 
Our timeline exhibit takes 
you month by month through 
the war showing naval events 
and features many of the mu-
seum's most rare artifacts, 
such as the uniform coat of 
Captain Catesby Jones and 
Admiral Farragut's two-star 
hat insignia. Exquisitely de-
tailed Models of many fa-
mous Civil War ships are on 
the timeline including the 
CSS David, CSS Albemarle 
and the CSS Atlanta, which is 
located just opposite the huge 
25-foot wide flag that was 
flying over the ship the day it 
was captured. We host a 
range of events throughout 
the year with an emphasis on 
museum theatre and historic 
character interpretation. Ad-
ditionally, there are living 
history events, tours, cannon 
firings, weapons demonstra-
tions, local history projects 

and more 

 

July, 2014 

From; the National Civil War Naval Museum website 



2 

 

Our Commanders’ Comments 

Compatriots; 

The 117th Georgia Divi-
sion Reunion was held on 
June 13th and 14th in Co-
lumbus.  I would like to 
thank our host camp, 
Stewart-Webster Camp 
1607 and their Com-

mander Glen A. Cobb for all their hard 
work making everyone welcome and orga-
nizing this important election year reunion.  

In attendance from our camp was myself, 
Adjutant Steve Camp and Compatriots 
Mark Camp and Bryan Camp.  Thank you 
Bryan and Mark for being delegates and 

casting your votes on behalf of the camp. 

 

Headstone at Ox-
ford 
shows: 
H. KENDRICK 
CO G, 31 ALA 
 
Actually: 
SAMUEL H. KEN-
DRICK 
COMPANY K 
31st ALABAMA 
INFANTRY 
 
 
This soldier enlisted on March 26, 1862 as 
a private at Wilsonville, Shelby County, 
Alabama in Captain Reeve's Company, 
Hundley's Regiment, Alabama Volunteers. 
This company subsequently became Com-
pany K of the 31st Alabama Infantry Regi-
ment in April 1862 and soon moved to 
Chattanooga, Tennessee where it was bri-
gaded under General Barton, Stevenson's 
Division. The regiment was engaged at 
Cumberland Gap in June 1862 and partici-

The election results were as follows: 

GA. Division Cmdr: - Ray McBerry 

Lt. Cmdr. North: - Philip Autrey 

Lt. Cmdr. South: - Michael Mull 

Division Adjutant: - Tim Pilgrim 

Div. Judge Advocate: - Dan Coleman   

13th Brigade Cmdr.: - Steve Camp 

Proposed Amendments:  

2014-001 was withdrawn by Scott Gilbert 

2014-002 proposed amendment submitted 
by Adjutant Camp to go to a single Lt. 

Commander for the division. - Failed 

2014-003 proposed amendment submitted 
by Div. Adjutant Tim Pilgram to allow 
Division lapsed members to prorate Divi-

sion Dues. - Passed. 

The 2014/2015 proposed operating budget 

of $43,000.00 - Passed. 

Five Tag Fund Projects totaling $44,075.00 

were all approved and funded. 

One of the highlights of this years reunion was 
the Friday evening tour of the Confederate 
Navel Museum.  (See page 1. for more infor-
mation.)  I encourage all of you to make the 
trip to Columbus to see this well done part of 

Confederate history. 

Congratulations to Adjutant Steve Camp for 
being elected our new 13th Brigade Com-
mander.  I look forward to working with Steve 
to improve communications between the camps 
in our brigade and increase our ranks.  I know 

you will give him your support as well. 

Our next meeting is July 8th when we will 
discuss our part in the Rockdale County His-
torical Society’s summer meeting.  I hope to 

see all of you there. 

J. H. Underwood, Commander 

By: Commander J. H. Underwood 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(72nd & 73rd Soldiers in the series) 

the final Battle of Atlanta in July 1864, the 
regiment followed General Hood to Colum-
bia, Tennessee and then later went to North 
Carolina where it surrendered at Greensboro, 
North Carolina in April 1865. Few soldiers of 
the 31st Alabama were at the surrender. Un-
fortunately, private Kendrick did not survive 
the Atlanta Campaign because his compiled 
service records show that he died on Decem-
ber 22 or 23, 1863 in Hood Hospital at Ox-
ford, Georgia. The Samuel Stout records for 
this hospital show he died of Febris Ty-
phoides, now known as Typhoid Fever. Based 
on his date of death, Private Kendrick likely 
became ill during the winter encampment near 
Dalton, Georgia. Hospital records show he 
left behind $37.65. No other effects are listed. 
Private Kendrick has the dubious distinction 
of being one of the earliest deaths at any of 
the Covington area hospitals. 
 
Samuel H. Kendrick was born about 1838 in 
Shelby County, Alabama to Martin Kendrick 
(born S.C. 1804 – died Ala 1853) and 
Cisly/Cecily Brasher Kendrick (born GA 

pated in fighting at Tazewell, Tennessee in 
August 1862. The 31st Alabama then partici-
pated in the Kentucky Campaign. 
 
The 31st Alabama accompanied Stevenson's 
Division to Vicksburg, Mississippi. The regi-
ment was heavily engaged at nearby Port 
Gibson (May 1, 1863) where it suffered heavy 
casualties and at Baker's Creek (May 16, 
1863) where it again suffered heavy casual-
ties. The 31st Alabama then endured the siege 
of Vicksburg where it was again heavily en-
gaged and was finally surrendered with the 
fortress Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. Upon 
their parole at Vicksburg, the regiment was 
placed in the parole camp at Demopolis, Ala-
bama until it was exchanged. The regiment 
soon joined the General Pettus Brigade in the 
Army of Tennessee. 
 
The 31st Alabama was lightly engaged at Mis-
sionary Ridge (November 25, 1863) and then 
wintered at Dalton, Georgia. The regiment 
was constantly engaged in fighting from Dal-
ton to Atlanta from May to July 1864. After 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(72nd & 73rd Soldiers in the series) 

Headstone at Oxford 
shows: 
R. F. MORRIS 
CO K, 31st TENN CAV 
 
Actually: 
ROBERT F. MORRIS 
COMPANY K 
1ST/6TH TENNESSEE 
CAVALRY 
 
Researching this soldier was quite challenging 
because of the unit consolidations which were 
so common in the Confederate Army. R. F. 
Morris enlisted as a private on December 9, 
1861 at Nashville, Tennessee in Captain James 
T. Wheeler's Company, Tennessee Volunteers 
which was organized on this same date. (This 
Captain Wheeler was not related to Maj Gen 
Joseph Wheeler). This unit was a cavalry unit 
and Private R. F. Morris's horse was valued at 
$175.00. This company subsequently became 
Company A, 11th (Gordon's) Battalion, Tennes-
see Cavalry. The 11th (also known as the 10th) 
Battalion, Tennessee Cavalry was organized in 
January 1862, with six companies. It was con-
solidated with the 2nd (Biffles) Battalion, Ten-
nessee Cavalry about May, 1862, to form the 
6th (Wheeler's Regiment. Tennessee Cavalry). 
This company, became Company K of that 
regiment, the 6th (Wheeler's) Tennessee Cav-
alry. In short, private Morris joined a cavalry 
company which became part of the 11th Ten-
nessee Cavalry Battalion which then became 
part of the 6th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment. 
Because of the constant reorganizations and 
consolidations, there was considerable confu-
sion as to the nomenclature of practically all 
Tennessee cavalry organizations. To further 
confuse the situation, the regiment was also 
known as the 1st Tennessee Cavalry until the 
regiment was ordered to officially become the 
6th because there two other Tennessee Cavalry 
units already known as the 1st Tennessee Cav-
alry. Even then, many of the unit records re-
tained the 1st Tennessee Cavalry designation 
throughout the conflict and even until the final 
surrender. Official records recognize the diffi-
culty in identifying Tennessee cavalry units 
and historians recognize that this unit, the 6th 
Tennessee Tennessee Cavalry as being the 
most confusing but it has been recognized that 
the 1st Tennessee Cavalry has been the con-
stant, and occasionally the 6th Tennessee Cav-
alry as being a common identifier of this unit. 
At least, Company K was the company in 
which our subject served most of the war. The 
inscription on this soldier's headstone shows 31 
Tenn Cav but there seems to have never been a 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

1810-?). Our Samuel Kendrick was one of 
eleven children. His six sisters were Frances 
(abt1831-aft 1880), Lucinda (abt 1833-aft 
1870), Elizabeth (abt 1834-aft 1915), Sarah 
(abt 1836-aft 1880), Ludia/Judea (abt 1840-
aft 1870), and Nancy (abt 1843-unk). Sam-
uel's four brothers were James (abt 1830-aft 
1873), John (abt 1841-unk), Elisha (1842-aft 
1880) and David (b. abt 1844-aft 1870. 
 
Most of our subject's brothers are known to 
have served the Confederacy: James Ken-
drick, like his brother Samuel, served in the 
same company as our Samuel and was also 
captured at Vicksburg in 1863. Brother James 
was released and was again captured at Big 
Shanty, Georgia in 1864. James survived the 
hell-hole called Rock Island and survived the 
war. Brother John Kendrick served in Com-
pany E of the 29th Alabama Infantry Regi-
ment and survived the war. Brother Elisha 
served in Company E of the 29th Alabama 
and survived the war. Brother David is be-
lieved to have served but his service cannot 
be positively identified but he did survive the 
war. It is likely that all five brothers served 
the Confederacy. 
 
Samuel H. Kendrick was married to Hannah 
Malinda Nancy Jane Whitfield Kendrick. Her 
place and date of birth is not known but she 
and our Samuel Kendrick had at least one 
child, Samuel Jackson Kendrick who was 
born in in 1862. One researcher claims he 
had two other children but their research 
cannot be substantiated. The widow, Nancy 
Jane Kendrick, filed for a Confederate soldier 
pension in 1881 which appears to have been 
granted. 
 
Not only did all five Kendrick brothers ap-
parently serve tin the Confederate Army but a 
host of their Kendrick cousins also served. 
Indeed, the Alabama Kendricks appear to 
have served the Confederacy well. 
 
 
Note: 
Interestingly, there are two soldiers named 
Kendrick. There is this Samuel H. Kendrick 
of Company K, 31st Alabama Infantry who is 
buried in the Oxford Cemetery. The other 
soldier named Kendrick was the William 
Holland Kendrick of Company D, 39th Mis-
sissippi who is buried in the Covington 
Cemetery under the name W. H. Hendrick, 
29th Mississippi. Although initially confus-
ing, soldier records and hospital records for 
both of these soldiers confirm their real iden-
tities. 
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Tennessee cavalry unit with this designation 

that officially organized. 

Our R. F. Morris has two separate sparse 
records. The first record shows his enlist-
ment in Captain James T. Wheeler's com-
pany and the subsequent absorption as 
Company A into the 11th Battalion 
(Gordon's) Tennessee Cavalry. His second 
record also shows his original enlistment 
date of December 9, 1861 at Nashville, 
Tennessee but mentions little of his service 
until the time of his death in March 1864. It 
is unfortunate that we know little of his over 
two years of Confederate service but by 
following the combat history of the 11th 
Tennessee, 6th (1st) Tennessee Cavalry Regi-
ment, we can pretty much ascertain Private 
Morris's service. As for his headstone at 
Oxford, Georgia, it appears the most logical 
conclusion is that even though the regiment 
is officially recognized in official records as 
the 6th Tennessee Cavalry, the regiment 's 
soldiers considered themselves as the 1st 
Tennessee Cavalry. Also, the regiment sur-
rendered at war's end as the 1st Tennessee 
Cavalry. Official records for this unit should 
be taken with a grain of salt. It is the belief 
of this researcher that the headstone should 
be marked with the unit affiliation of 1st/6th 

Tennessee Cavalry. 

The regiment was cut off by federal forces 
when General Bragg evacuated Corinth, 
Mississippi in May 1862 but cut it's way 
through and followed the Confederate army 
to Tupelo, Mississippi. The regiment was 
then assigned to Maj General Sterling Price 
and fought at Middleton and Britton's Lane, 
Tennessee in Septembeer 1862. The regi-
ment served in Northern Mississippi for the 
rest of 1862 and into 1863 and then in Ten-
nessee near Nashville and Spring Hill. The 
regiment retreated with the rest of the army 
to Chattanooga in July, 1863. In August 
1863, the regiment joined the main army at 
Chicamaugua, Georgia and fought under 
General Joseph Wheeler on the left on Sep-
tember 19 and then shifted to the right 
where it fought under General Nathan Bed-

ford Forrest on th 20th. 

The regiment then moved to East Tennessee 
on September 24, 1863 and was engaged at 
Charleston and Philadelphia, Tennessee. It 
then crossed over the Tennessee River un-
der Maj Gen Joseph Wheeler and went with 
him on his raids through Middle Tennessee, 
recrossing the river at Continued on page 4. 
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Muscle Shoals, Alabama. The regiment went 
into winter quarters near Cave Springs, 
Georgia (near Rome, Georgia). A complete 
list of the battles preceding the Battle of 
Atlanta in which this regiment participated is 
fuzzy at best but like other Confederate cav-
alry units during this period, was likely quite 
occupied fending off yankee incursions 

throughout Northwest Georgia. 

It is likely that our Private R. F. Morris be-
came ill in the winter camp near Rome, 
Georgia and was transported to Atlanta and 
then to the Hood Hospital at Covington 
(Oxford) Hospital. One of the Dr. Samuel 
Stout records show that he was admitted to 
Hood Hospital (Oxford) on January 12, 
1864. Hospital record ststes that “Private R. 
F. Morris of Company K, 1st Tennessee 
Regiment Cavalry, died in this hospital of 
Phthisis Pulmonalis February 5, 1864. Leav-
ing effects none.” Phthisis Pulmonalis is an 
old term for Tuberculosis (TB). Unfortu-
nately, antibiotics were unknown until about 
1928. Private Morris suffered in the Oxford 
hospital for what mush have been a miser-

able three weeks until his death. 

There are few researchers of this Morris fam-
ily but it has been determined from what little 
research that has been done and from census 
records that our subject was likely Robert F. 
Morris who was born about 1837 in Tennessee 
to James Morris (b abt 1800-d. abt 1840) and 
Mary Frame Morris (b. abt 1802-d. 1876). The 
siblings of our Robert F. Morris were Mary 
Jane Morris (b.abt 1826-d. 1904), Joseph 
Monroe Morris (b. abt.1834- d. aft 1880), 
James M(?) Morris (b. abt 1834-d. 1922), 
Sarah L Morris (b, abt 1837-d.unk) and Eliza-
beth A. Morris (b.abt 1841-d.unk). The two 
brothers, Joseph and James appear to have 
served together in the 12th Texas Cavalry in 
the Trans-Mississippi area and both survived 

the war. 

It appears that the father, James Morris died 
before 1850 near Williamson County, Tennes-
see because the 1850 federal census for Frank-
lin, Williamson County, Tennessee finds the 
now evidently widowed Mary Morris (age 48) 
along with her children Robert F. (age 23), 
Joseph (age 18), James (age 16), Sarah (age 
15) and Elizabeth (age 12). (An older daughter 
named Mary Jane Morris appears to have de-

parted the home by this time). The 1860 Ten-
nessee federal censuses show that our subject 
Robert Morris now lives without family mem-
bers in what appears to be a boarding house in 
Nashville (Davidson County) Tennessee. The 
1860 Texas federal census for Coryell County, 
Texas shows that the mother Mary has taken 
the remainder of her children, now James, 
Sarah S., Elizabeth and Sarah C to Texas pos-

sibly to live near family members. 

Since our Robert F. Morris was living in a 
boarding house in 1860 with no family mem-
ber present, it is 
assumed he never 
married and had 
children. Since 
he had no direct 
descendents and 
is virtually ig-
nored in pub-
lished Morris 
family genealo-
gies, it is up to us 
to remember his 
service. 

(72nd & 73rd Soldiers in the series) 


