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Maj .  Gen.  Joseph Wheeler Camp #863,  Conyers ,  Ga.  

A Lost Confederate has been Found 

Cemetery but could find no infor-
mation on John J. Buffington's 
grave. Even the well-known 
Franklin Garrett Atlanta Necrol-
ogy records did not list J.J. 
Buffington, probably because his 
grave was never marked. 
Gene also searched on-line re-
sources to no avail. Gene consid-
ered making a “ground search” of 
the Decatur cemetery but after 
discovering that this 58 acre 
cemetery contained over 20,000 
graves dating back to before 
1823, he reconsidered. With no 
other options left, Gene visited 
the cemetery office and explained 
his dilemma. The person in the 
cemetery office checked his com-
puter data base for John J. 
Buffington to no avail. After 
discussing the fact that the 
daughter Mittie had married J. 
Martin Burckle, the cemetery 
worker went into the back room 
and pulled out an old ancient card 
file containing the original index 
cards used until the advent of the 
computer. A search revealed that 
the old index card containing 
information on the J. M. Burckle 
family plot (L1-B3-S2) listed the 
people buried in that plot. Buried 
in the Burckle family plot was J. 
Martin Burckle (son-in-law), 
Mattie (Mittie) Burckle (daughter 
of our John J, Buffington), an 
infant named Jones and our J.J. 
Buffington. The cemetery em-
ployee kindly walked Gene to the 
Burckle family plot to see what 
markers were present. 
 
The Burckel family plot con-
tained a single Oblisk stone about 
five feet high. The front of the 
stone was inscribed showing only 
the surnames of Burckle and 
Buffington. The left side was 
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Inside this issue: 

Thanks to 
efforts by 
members of 
the Maj. Gen 
Joseph 
Wheeler 
Camp 863, 
the lost and 
unmarked 
gravesite of a 
Confederate 
veteran has 

been located and marked with a 
Confederate headstone. The Con-
federate veteran was 2nd Lieuten-
ant John James Buffington who 
was born June 17, 1843 and died 
January 29, 1921. He last served in 
Company E of the 27th Georgia 
Infantry. 
 
Last July, Mr. Larry Knowles of 
Lexington, Virginia sent an e-mail 
to our camp webmaster, Mr. Hal 
Doby, asking if our camp could 
locate the gravesite of one of his 
ancestors and possibly arrange to 
have a V.A. headstone placed. Hal 
forwarded the request to camp 
genealogist Gene Wade. Gene 
contacted Mr. Knowles and ob-
tained additional information to 
include soldier records and a copy 
of the death certificate indicating 
John James Buffington was buried 
in the Decatur Cemetery, Dekalb 
County, Georgia. Mr. Knowles 
speculated that John Buffington 
might be buried next to his wife 
Mary E. Buffington who had died 
in 1919 but that although Mary's 
grave was marked, John 
Buffington's grave was not. Mr. 
Knowles had already done on-line 
searches of various data bases and 
found the soldier's wife Mary 
Buffington, son-in-law J. Martin 
Burckel and daughter Mitte A 
Buffington Burckel in the Decatur 

inscribed Mary E. Williamson, 
wife of J. J. Buffington, Aug 8, 
1846 -Jan 2, 1919. The right side 
was inscribed Mittie A. 
Buffington, wife of J. M. 
Burckel, Mar 10, 1871 - Dec 10, 
1917. The rear was inscribed J. 
Martin Burckel, Feb 25, 1869 - 
Feb. 19, 1933. No mention was 
made of the infant Jones listed 
on the old cemetery index card 
so we sadly know nothing of that 
child. There was no indication 
on the headstone that J. J. 
Buffington was buried in this 
family plot. The cemetery repre-
sentative advised that as far as 
the Decatur Cemetery was con-
cerned, based on the information 
on the old index card, John 
James Buffington was buried in 
the Burckle family plot in an 
unmarked grave. The cemetery 
representative also promised that 
if a V.A. Headstone was ap-
proved and shipped to the ceme-
tery that the cemetery would 
install the headstone at no cost. 
 
Gene contacted Mr Knowles and 
obtained a written statement 
authorizing Gene to represent 
Mr. Knowles, a Buffington de-
scendent, in the matter of re-
questing the V.A. headstone. 
Gene submitted all required 
documentation, and then some, 
to the Veterans Administration 
and a few months ago the head-
stone was delivered to Decatur 
Cemetery and was installed in 
the Burckle family plot. But for 
the helpful employees at the 
Decatur City Cemetery, this 
Confederate American Soldier 
would have remained lost. 
 
John James Buffington originally 
enlisted May 27, 1861 at Fa-

August, 2014 

By: Camp Genealogist Gene Wade 
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Our Commanders’ Comments 
Compatriots and friends of 
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler 

Camp 863; 

The Sesquicentennial ob-
servance of Brig. Gen. 
Kenner Garrard’s raid on 
Conyers Station (July 22, 
1864) was held on Tues-

day July 22, 2014 at the Conyers Depot.  
The event was a great success, thanks to the 
hard work of Ms. Harriet Gattis, Tourism 
Manager for the City of Conyers, who’s 
promotion of the event brought 91 people 
out to see our displays and hear our guest 
speaker Ms. Rosanna Taylor’s presentation 

on “The War Comes to Conyers Station”. 

I want to thank Ms. Judy Bond and all the 
members of the Rockdale County Histori-

yetteville, Georgia as a 
private in Company I of 
the 10th Regiment, Geor-
gia Infantry, and trans-
ferred to Company E of 
the 27th Georgia Infantry 
Regiment. about Decem-
ber 1862. Private 

Buffington was soon appointed as First 
Sergeant of Company E and on September 
14, 1863 he was elected as 2nd Lieutenant. 
While in the 10th Georgia, this soldier 
likely participated in numerous battles to 
include Seven Days, Malvern Hill, South 
Mountain, Antietam, Fredricksburg and 
various other battles. While in the 27th 
Georgia, he likely fought at Chancellors-
ville and other battles. The 27th Georgia 
was soon sent to Kingston, North Carolina 
and then to Charleston where it fought on 
James Island and was the rear guard during 
the withdrawal from Battery Wagner. In 

cal Society for inviting our camp to partici-

pate in this event.  

Our members came though “Big Time”  
with displays of artifacts by 1st. Lt. Cmdr. 
Tommy Cook, 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jerry New 
and Compatriots Jimmy Chappell and 

David Meyers. 

A special “Thanks” goes out to Compatriot 
Mike Sewick, of the Gen. James Longstreet 
Camp 1289, for the wonderful display of 
flags and uniforms that lit up the Depot with 

Confederate Colors. 

A special Thanks also goes 
out to Mr. Charles Andrew 
(Andy) Moon for allowing 
us to show his two Confed-
erate Navy Jack flags that 

were flown over the Western Auto Store on 
Center Street the week of July 17th through 
22nd, 1964 for the Centennial of the War arriv-
ing in Conyers.  Thanks Andy for sharing this 

piece of Rockdale History with us. 

I also want to thank our Camp Chaplin John 
Maxey for providing the Invocation and the 
Benediction, Camp Historian Dan Bass for 
taking the pictures and Compatriots Larry 
Cornwell, Russell Tonning, Gene Wade and 
Brent Boling for being on hand to help set up 
and take down the displays.  It was your efforts 
combined with those of the members of the 
Rockdale County Historical Society that made 

this event memorable and successful. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, August 12, 
2014 at the Masonic Lodge on Milstead Ave. at 
7:30 pm.  Don’t miss this meeting as we have 
Mr. Gould Hagler, author of  “Georgia’s Con-
federate Monuments: In Honor of a Fallen 
Nation”, as our guest speaker.   This is a new 
book just released by Mercer University Press 
and Gould will have copies on hand for pur-
chase and will sign books on request.  All are 

invited and I hope to see you there. 

J. H. Underwood 

Commander  

By: Commander J. H. Underwood 
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A Lost Confederate has been Found 

from a Col. A. J. McBride wrote that J. J. 
Buffington “was fearless in the discharge of 
his duties while a member of the 10th and I 
believe he was faithful to the end”. 
John James Buffington was born June 17, 
1843 to Henderson Buffington and Lucinda 
Thompson. He married Mary Elizabeth Wil-
liamson after the war in 1865 and had several 
children which included the Mittie who mar-
ried the J. Martin Burckle and in whose plot 
our soldier is buried. His wife Mary E Wil-
liamson Buffington likewise rests in this plot. 
 
Because of space constraints, a complete de-
scription of his extensive service and his ge-
nealogy is not shown but it is quite evident 
that this soldier, 2nd Lieutenant John James 
Buffington, is deserving of our respect, and 
thanks to a descendant Mr. Larry Knowles 
and the Maj. Gen Joseph Wheeler Camp # 
863, this brave soldier now has a memorial 

which will commemorate his service. 

February, the regiment was sent to Olustee, 
Florida where it suffered heavily in combat. 
After returning to Virginia in May 1864, the 
27th fought at Drewry's Bluff, Cold Harbor 
and Petersburg. This soldier was wounded at 
Petersburg and recovered in General Hospital 
No. 9 at Richmond, Virginia. Afterwards, the 
regiment was again sent to North Carolina. 
The regiment fought at Wilmington, Kinston, 
Sugar Loaf and its last major battle at Benton-
ville, North Carolina on March 18, 1865. 2nd 
Lieutenant John James Buffington was cap-
tured near Wilmington, North Carolina. Al-
though his soldier record is incomplete, the 
pension application for John J. Buffington 
says that he was captured in the retreat from 
Fort Fischer (Wilmington) and sent to For-
tress Monroe, Virginia. He was released at the 
end of the war in May, 1865. 
 
In a letter found in John J. Buffington's 1912 
application for a Confederate pension, a letter 
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford     
(74th & 75th Soldiers in the series) 

death, the receipt number shown is No 6455, a 
receipt number widely used at Covington. An-
other record indicates that he was a teamster 
drawing an extra 25 cents per day. It is unfortu-
nate that we know so little about his over two 
years of service except for the fact that he died. 
 
Robert F. Thompson was born about 1837 in 
Alabama to Thomas Thompson (abt 1813-
1896) and Matilda Thompson (abt 1811-aft 
1870). His siblings were Sarah Ann Thompson 
(abt 1837-1924) William E Thompson (1836- 
aft 1865) and George W. Thompson (abt 1843-
1915). It is believed that brother William 
Thompson served in the 1st Alabama Cavalry 
and survived the war. Brother George W 
Thompson was reported as being wounded at 
Chickamauga and possibly lost a leg, but sur-
vived the war. 
 
Our Robert F. Thompson married Amanda 
Caroline Roberts (b abt 1841-d.-unk) in De-
cember 1858 in Monroe County, Alabama. 
They had two children: Ella Thompson, (b. 
1860 – d.abt 1920) and William Thompson (b. 
abt 1861- d. aft 1880). The widow Amanda 
Caroline Roberts Thompson, now alone with 
two small children, remarried in 1866 to James 
Wesley Carter (1841-1921) and together, they 
had a reported ten or eleven children from this 
marriage. Husband #2, James W. Carter, had 
served in the 17th Alabama Infantry and re-
ceived a Confederate pension until he died in 
1921 at which time his wife Amanda Caroline 
Thompson Carter received a Confederate wid-
ows pension, based on her second marriage to 
James Carter, until she died in 1932. In those 
days after the war, widows often quickly re-
married because of their dire economic situa-
tion. The two children from her marriage to our 
Private Robert Thompson were living with 
their new blended family at least in 1880. 
 
We can only imagine the hardships suffered by 
the Confederate soldiers who served in this war 

and the survivors they left behind. 

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade 

Headstone at Covington shows: 
 
R. THOMPSON 
36th AL 
 
Actually: 
ROBERT F. THOMP-
SON 
COMPANY F 
36th ALABAMA IN-
FANTRY 
 
This soldier enlisted at 
age 25 at Monroeville, Alabama as a private 
in Company F of the 36th Alabama Infantry 
Regiment on May 8, 1862. The 36th Alabama 
Infantry Regiment was officially organized at 
Mount Vernon Arsenal (near Mobile, Ala-
bama) on May 12, 1862. The regiment was 
stationed near Mobile, Alabama and was sent 
to Tullahoma, Tennessee in April 1863. It 
was then brigaded and fell under Stewart's 
Division. The regiment participated in fight-
ing at Chickamauga (Sept 19-20 1863) where 
it lost 125 killed and wounded. The regiment 
lost few casualties at Lookout Mountain but 
lost heavily at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee 
(Nov 25, 1863). 
 
The regiment then wintered near Dalton, 
Georgia (1863-1864) and was engaged at 
Rocky Face (May 7-13, 1864), Resaca (May 
13-15, 1864), New Hope Church (May 25-
26, 1864), the Atlanta battles and the skir-
mishing in between the main battles losing 
about 300 men from the time it left winter 
camp at Dalton, Georgia. The 36th Alabama 
was on the left during the Battle of Kennesaw 
Mountain (June 27, 1864). The regiment was 
again heavily engaged at Jonesboro (Aug 31-
Sept 1) and lost 25 percent of the force pre-
sent. The regiment soon joined General Hood 
to Middle Tennessee but our Private Robert F 
Thompson was not with them because he was 
admitted to the Confederate Hospital at Cov-
ington, Georgia on June 29, 1864. 
 
No record of his exact date of death or cause 
of death was located. It is presumed that he 
was wounded or became ill during the time 
of the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (June 
27, 1864). No record could be found in the 
Samuel Stout Covington Hospital records 
beyond showing he was admitted June 29, 
1864. The service record for Private Thomp-
son is unfortunately incomplete but does 
have an entry that he is on a register of sol-
diers of deceased soldiers as R. Thompson, 
Company F, 36th Alabama Regiment. Al-
though this listing does not list a place of 

 

PAGE 3 GEN.  JOE’S  DISPATCH VOLUME 10,  I SSUE 4 

Confederate Memorial Wall  Covington Georgia 

Headstone at Oxford shows: 
 
F. M. PETERS 
CO A, 6 FLA 
FEB 1864 
 
Actually: 
FRANCIS MARION 
PETERS 
COMPANY A 
6th FLORIDA IN-
FANTRY REGT 
 
This soldier enlisted as a private at Quincy, 
Gadsden County, Florida on March 12, 
1862 in Company A of the 6th Florida Infan-
try Regiment. His enlistment record shows 
he was age 20 at the time of his enlistment. 
Private Peters was one of the original mem-
bers of the regiment which was composed 
of men from the upper west coast area near 
the border of Florida, Georgia and Alabama. 
The 6th Florida first mustered on April 14, 
1862 with 31 officers and 511 men who 
were armed with guns ran through the 
blockade from Havana, Cuba. 
 
After several months of training, in north-
west Florida, the regiment was ordered to 
report to Knoxville, Tennessee but their 
numbers were reduced by measles and 
pneumonia. The 6th Florida was able to 
provide only minimal support for the inva-
sion of Kentucky because of diseases, poor 
food and the long march northward. When 
the Confederate army retreated from Ken-
tucky, some members of the 6th Florida 
were left behind in hospitals but they were 
soon exchanged. For the next year, the 6th 
Florida was mainly used on guard and garri-
son duty in East Tennessee guarding rail-
roads and bridges from attacks by local 
Unionists. It may seem to have been a dull 
assignment but sicness stalked the troops 
and the duty was necessary to protect the 
railroad. 
 
The 6th Florida had its baptism of heavy 
combat at Chicamaugua, Georgia on Sep-
tember 19-20, 1863. In a charge across 
Vineyard Field on September 19, 1863 in an 
attempt to capture Yankee artillery, the 
regiment was caught in a crossfire from 
Union artillery and infantry and lost 165 out 
of 402 men in this fight. The commander of 
the 6th Florida later said they would have 
captured the battery had they been properly 
supported. After Chicamaugua, all Florida 
infantry units were com-
bined into a single brigade 

Continued on page 4. 
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called the “Florida Brigade”. 
 
The Florida Brigade soon found itself in the 
center of the ridge of Battle of Missionary 
Ridge (November 25, 1863) where it was 
forced to retreat after Union forces gained 
the crest of the mountain to their left and the 
right. The brigade then helped cover the 
retreat of units from the center and left of the 
ridge. After spending the winter near Dalton, 
Georgia, the 6th Florida was constantly en-
gaged during the Atlanta campaign, suffer-
ing heavy casualties. A much-reduced regi-
ment emerged from the Atlanta Campaign to 
take part in General Hood's disastrous Ten-
nessee invasion in late 1864 where the regi-
ment for all practical purposes was de-
stroyed. What was left of the 6th Florida 
removed to Mississippi and with the survi-
vors of the rest of Florida units, was formed 
into a single Florida regiment. These pitiful 
remnants became the 1st Florida 
(Consolidated} and moved to Greensboro, 
North Carolina where they surrendered on 
April 26, 1865. 
 
Private Francis M. Peters was spared this 
deadly fighting in the Spring of 1864, the 

later disaster in Tennessee and the final surren-
der in North Carolina because he died on Feb-
ruary 10, 1864. His military record shows the 
regimental surgeon sent him to an un-named 
hospital on December 15, 1863 and then that 
he “died of disease in hospital, Oxford, Geor-
gia on February 10, 1864”. Receipts for his 
money amount to a total of $39.45. No other 
belongings were mentioned. A record for the 
Atlanta Receiving and Distributing Hospital 
shows he was admitted to an Atlanta hospital 
on December 18, 1863 and that Private F. 
Peters, Co A, 6th Florida was later sent to Cov-
ington, Georgia on January 26, 1864. A Hill 
Hospital/Oxford surgeon's certificate shows 
that “ F. M. Peters, Private, Co A, 6th Florida 
died of Pneumonia on February 10, 1864”. 
The seven weeks from his initial admission in 
a hospital until his death at Oxford was likely 
painful. It appears Private Peters became ill 
during the early days of the 1863 winter camp 
at Dalton, Georgia. 
 
Francis Marion Peters was born about 1842 in 
Georgia but it cannot be determined with any 
certainty the names of his parents. The few 
Peters family researchers believe there were 
two brothers in addition to our Francis Marion 

Peters: Andrew Jackson Peters (1836-1912) 
and Handy Peters (b abt 1837-d. unknown). It 
is notable that all three brothers enlisted to-
gether on March 21, 1862 in Company A of 
the 6th Florida Infantry Regiment. Brothers 
Andrew Jackson Peters and Handy Peters 
appear to have survived the war. Brother An-
drew was captured Near Nashville, Tennessee 
in December 1864, soon after the disaster at 
Franklin, Tennessee (Nov 30, 1864) and was a 
prisoner at Camp Chase until the end of the 
war. Andrew applied for a Confederate soldier 
pension and he died in 1912. 
 
Brother Handy Peters was at home in Gadsden 
County, Florida on extended sick leave when 
he was captured by Union forces in July 1864. 
Evidently faced with the option of being sent 
north as a prisoner of war or taking the oath of 
allegiance, he signed the oath of allegiance on 
July 14, 1864 and was transported north with 
the requirement that he remain north of the 
Ohio River until war's end. No later record on 
him was located. It is presumed that he sur-
vived the war but no other reliable information 
on him can be identified. 
 

(72nd & 73rd Soldiers in the series) 


