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Coming Events
October 12, 2014 - Winterville
Confederate Memorial Dedication Ceremony - 3:00 pm,
Winterville Cemetery, Winterville, Georgia

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C.
– Researchers are finally getting to see the actual hull surface of the Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley as conservators systematically and very
carefully remove concretion
that accumulated during the
136 years the vessel spent underwater before it was recovered in 2000.

port sides, according to
Nestor Gonzalez. He is project leader and assistant director of Clemson University’s
Warren Lasch Conservation
Center, home to the submarine.
“Some of the concretion was
adherent, some not,” Gonzalez said. “Some was thick,
some was thin.”
The conservators have left
alone the cast iron components of the Hunley for now
— these include the two conning towers and the bow — to
concentrate on the wrought
iron pieces that largely comprise the hull.

October 14, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
October 19, 2014 - Unveiling
of Bronze Confederate Soldier Monument - 1:30 pm,
Marietta Confederate Cemetery
with Living History Cemetery
Tour - 2:00 - 4:30 pm.

Inside this issue:
“Our Commanders Comments”
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Conservator Liisa Näsänen
removes concretion from the
Hunley's hull near the rear
conning tower on the port
side. The black surface is the
outer iron hull after the concretion has been removed.

Gonzalez said the deconcretion effort is near the end of
the planned conservation
activities for the Hunley and
is expected to take eight to 12
months.
The conservation plan was
submitted to the U.S. Navy –
the submarine owner – in
2006. Gonzalez said it was
then peer-reviewed by the top
conservationists around the
world and finalized after incorporating their suggestions.
Gonzalez, a U.S. citizen
originally from Uruguay, was
trained as a chemical engineer. He directs a team of six.

The concretion is very different on the outside of the hull
than inside, Gonzalez said,
and easier to access. “Inside,
the concretion is thinner,
harder and more adherent.”

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

“Submarine H. L. Hunley’s Hull
Slowly Becoming Visible”
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By: Scott C. Boyd, Civil War News
(Continued from page 1.)

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
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(78th and 79th Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
(78th and 79th Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 3.)

“If you look at the Chapman
painting of the Hunley, there
are a lot of features that we
haven’t seen yet. They may be
there, or not,” Gonzalez said.

After soaking for three months
in 55,000 gallons of sodium
hydroxide to loosen the sand,
sediment and rust that comprises the concretion, conservators began carefully probing
the outside of the hull in early
August.

Uncovering the hull’s surface
will enable researchers to
better understand how the
submarine appeared, how it
operated, and what happened
to the hull to cause it to sink.
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They began by digging 5-inch
wide “trenches” through the
concretion along the length of
the hull on the starboard and

The four full-time conservators include two from France,
one from Finland and one
from Chile. One part-time
conservator is from Australia
and the other is an American
from Indiana.
Gonzalez said he keeps getting surprised at how wellconstructed the submarine is.
“The Hunley never disappoints.”
Continued on page 3.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots;
On October 12th at 3:00
PM there will be a dedication ceremony for a granite
Confederate monument
that has been placed at the
Winterville Cemetery on
Parkview Road. Winterville is located on the eastern side of Clarke
County. The memorial is to honor the 20
Confederate soldiers that are buried there.
Some of the descendants of these soldiers
will be in attendance.
It also honors five Confederate soldiers
buried behind the Winterville United Methodist Church near the cemetery. Oral history tells us that these five, John Schroder
and four Unknowns, were bound for hospital care in Union Point or Athens, casualties
of the battle of Atlanta. They either died on
the way or at the train stop and were carried
about 100 yards east and buried on a lot
owned by the local church.
The main speaker for the ceremony,
Mauriel Joslyn, historian and author, will
give a presentation entitled “Why it is Important to Honor Our Confederate Soldiers.” The Laura Rutherford Chapter No.
88 of the United Daughters of the Confederacy will be placing a wreath on the monument. The18th Georgia/SCV Camp # 96
honor guard, dressed in period dress, will

participate and will render a musket salute.
A final salute to the soldiers will be given
by the firing of Miss Annie Lee. An authentic bronze Confederate cannon which was
cast in Rome Georgia in 1862. A reception
with refreshments will follow in Pittard
Park, just up the street from the cemetery.
The cannon will be on static display and the
honor guard and gun crew will be at the
reception to answer questions.
This ceremony is sponsored by local SCV
Camp # 97 and the public is invited. Funds
for the memorial were provided by the
Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and through member efforts of
the local Brig. Gen. T. R. R. Cobb Camp #
97 of the SCV.
Pat and I intend to attend this dedication
and I hope to see some of you there.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 14th, at which time we will induct Compatriot Derwin Bryan Davis as the newest
member of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler
Camp 863. In addition to Derwin’s induction the floor will be opened for nominations for camp officers for the 2015 - 2016
term.
As you know, while many of the current
officers have agreed to run again, I have
decided to step down to pursue other pro-

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

jects. I have enjoyed being your Commander
for the last four years and I intend to be a very
active Past Commander, helping where and
when I can to honor our Confederate heritage.
Nominations for officers will remain open until
the elections at our December meeting so
please plan to attend these important meetings
and help make the decisions that will effect the
future of our camp.
On October 19, 2014 there will be an unveiling
of a bronze Confederate Soldier Monument in
the Marietta Confederate Cemetery at 1:30
pm followed by a living history cemetery tour
from 2:00 until 4:00. Although I cannot make
this one, I hope some of you can be there and
witness this historic event.
Don’t forget the Conyers Old Town Festival is
on October 25th. We will discuss our plans for
this at the October meeting.

The guest speaker for our November meeting
(November 11, 2014) will be Mr. Steve Tobleman, Commander of the Eli P. Landers Camp
1724 in Lilburn. Steve’s subject will be “The
Confederate Navy” a program he has presented
to other camps in the area. Although I have not
heard Steve’s program I have heard nothing but
good comments about it and I look forward to
his presentation in November.
J. H. Underwood, Commander.

Submarine H.L. Hunley’s Hull Is Slowly Becoming Visible
By: Scott C. Boyd, (October 2014 issue of Civil War News)

The Hunley disappeared on Feb. 17, 1864, after sinking the
U.S.S. Housatonic, a wooden steamer warship, just outside the
entrance to Charleston Harbor. It was the first time a submarine
sank an enemy ship in combat.
The Hunley was located in 1995 near the Housatonic wreck and
was recovered from the ocean floor in 2000.
For more information visit Friends of the Hunley at
www.hunley.org
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(78th & 79th Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at Covington
shows:
T. WRIGHT
66th GA
Actually:
THOMAS WRIGHT
COMPANY E
66th GEORGIA INFANTRY
This soldier enlisted as a private on October
26, 1863 in Company E of the 66th Regiment,
Georgia Infantry, at Atlanta, Georgia. The
66th Georgia was the last regiment formed in
Georgia and was organized late in the war
mostly from conscripts taken from the Camps
of Instruction at Decatur and Macon, Georgia. Company E was raised mainly in Dekalb
County, Georgia but since the regiment was
formed from a camp of conscripts from all
over Georgia, Private Wright may have come
from elsewhere in Georgia.
Once formed and accepted into service, the
66th was ordered to Fort Cobb near Quincy,
Florida to guard the areas near the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola Rivers. The 66th soon
joined General Braxton Bragg's Army of
Tennessee and joined the lines at Missionary
Ridge, Tennessee. The 66th Georgia, now part
of Walker's Division, was near the right flank
next to General Cleburn's Division and
helped to hold the right flank until forced to
retreat when the center of the line collapsed.
The 66th was part of the rear guard in the
retreat to Dalton, Georgia. The 66th went into
winter quarters near Dalton during the winter
of 1863-64 with the rest of the Army of Tennessee. In the Spring of 1864, the 66th Georgia went on to serve with the Army of Tennessee from Atlanta to Nashville and ended
the war in North Carolina in 1865 but unfortunately our Private Thomas Wright was not
with them. He appears to have become ill
while in winter quarters near Dalton (186465) and died just before the Atlanta campaign.
The records for Private Thomas Wright are
sparse in that there is no record in his soldier
file after his enlistment on October 26, 1863
and the record of his death on February 19,
1864 at Hill Hospital. Although his archives
record says he died at Hill Hospital at Lexington, Georgia, this is incorrect since it is
well established that the place of his death
was Covington, Georgia. A record of the Hill
Hospital, Covington, Georgia shows that

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

Private Thomas Wright, Company E, 66th
Georgia died of Febris typhoides which is any
fever accompanied by slow pulse and not much
temperature elevation”. This diagnosis is of
little help in determining cause of death but
does indicate illness and not a wound. Hospital
receipt number 4147 shows he left behind
$5.50 with no other effects listed.
Despite intensive research, the family of this
soldier could not be identified. There were
several possibilities but without a middle initial
or age being known, his family cannot be identified with any degree of confidence. Perhaps
someday, descendants of Private Thomas
Wright can someday help us to identify the
family of this Confederate soldier. He deserves
no less.

Confederate Memorial Wall Covington Georgia

Headstone at Oxford
shows:
R. B. PYRON
CO B 45 MISS
Actually:
RICHARD BYRD
PYRON
Co D
45th MISSISSIPPI
INFANTRY REGIMENT
This soldier enlisted at age 18 on November 2,
1861 as a private at Grenada (Grenada County)
Mississippi in Captain William N. Pittman's
Company of Mississippi Volunteers. This company, along with seven other Mississippi companies and the two companies of the 27th Alabama Regiment which were not captured at
Fort Donelson, Tennessee, became the 33rd
Regiment, Mississippi Infantry. The 33rd was
redesignated as the 45th Regiment, Mississippi
Infantry in November 1862. The men composing the two companies of the 27th Alabama
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were later reunited with the remainder of the
rest of the 27th Alabama and were transferred back to that regiment. The remaininder of the 45th Mississippi Regiment, npw
much smaller, was ordered to resume its
original designation of the 3rd Battalion,
Mississippi Infantry on July 14, 1864 but at
the time of his death, Private Pyron was a
member of the 45th Mississippi.
Private Richard Pyron's Company D was
raised mainly in Choctaw County, Mississippi and was called “Choctaw Rough and
Ready Company”. Private Pyron was one of
the original members of this unit. In December 1861, the 3rd Battalion moved to Bowling Green, Kentucky and was attached to
Wood's Brigade of Hardee's Division and
soon went to New Orleans and then to Shiloh, Tennessee where it fought April 6-7
1862. After Shiloh, the Battalion became
part of the 33rd Mississippi Infantry and
became part of General Beauregard's army
at Corinth, Mississippi until May 30, 1862
after which it retreated to Tupelo, Mississippi. The battalion then became the 45th
Mississippi. The 45th distuinguished itself
in the fighting at Perry,ville, Kentucky October 8, 1862 capturing a artillery battery in
combat in which they suffered heavy casualties. By this time, they were under General
Bragg's command which returned from
Kentucky by way of Cumberland Gap,
moved to Chattanooga and then advanced to
meet the Federal army which had followed
to Nashville.
The 45th fought at Triune on December 27,
1862 and then took their place in the line of
Hardee's Corps and was heavily engaged at
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The 45th suffered
over 50 % in killed, wounded and captured.
Two color bearers were killed. From January to September 1863, the 45th was on duty
on the Shelbyville and Chattanooga lines. In
the battle of Chicamauga (Sept 19-20,
1863), the 45th attacked the log breastworks
of Union General Thomas, “The Rock Of
Chicamauga”, and again suffered heavy
casualties. The 45th soon fought in the battle of Tunnel Hill (on Missionary Ridge) on
November 25 and Ringgold Gap November
27. The regiment sooon entered winter
camp at Dalton Georgia. The 45th was engages in numerous battles for Atlanta to
include Dug Gap (May 8), Resaca (May-1415) and received praise from General Patrick Cleburne for it's action at New Hope
Church (May 27, 1864)
Continued on page 4.
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(78th & 79th Soldiers in the series)
assaults on General Cleburne's positions, to
include the 45th Mississippi, resulted in great
casualties among Union troops. The 45th
continued the fight along the Kennesaw hills
and then on into Atlanta. Because of the loss
of the previously assigned two Alabama
Companies back to their original Alabama
Regiment and because of heavy losses, the
remainder of the 45th Infantry Regiment was
re-designated as the 3rd Battalion, Mississippi Infantry, their original designation.
Because our private Richard B. Pyron died
on May 12, 1864, three months before his
company was moved from the 45th Mississippi Infantry Regiment back to the 3rd Mississippi Battalion, it appears that he was
officially a member of the 45th Mississippi at
the time of his death and that the 3rd Mississippi Battalion did not officially exist at the
time of Private Pyron's death. The Hood
hospital records for Oxford Confederate
Hospital also indicate he was a member of
Company D of the 45th Mississippi. Thus,
his headstone is correct in listing the 45th
Mississippi and not the 3rd Mississippi even
though his archives records are listed under
the 3rd Mississippi Battalion.

A record of the Hood Hospital at Oxford
shows that he was a private in Company D of
the 45th Mississippi and that he died of Pneumonia on May 12, 1864. His personal effests
were one knapsack, one blanket, one hat, one
pair shoes and one canteen. He also left behind
a total of $33.00.
Researchers on this branch of the Pyron are
few but it has been determined that our Richard Byrd Pyron was born in Mississippi about
1843 to Robert Stokes (or Stroker) Pyron (b.
abt.803- d. abt 1849) and Mary Dowdle Pyron
(b. abt 1803, d.abt 1853). Our Richard Byrd
Pyron had eight siblings: John Andrew Pyron
(b. abt1828-1862), Martha Jane Pyron (b. abt
1829-unk), Margaret Pyron (b. abt1833-unk),
James Allen Pyron (b. abt 1833-1906), Delpha
E. Pyron (b. abt 1835-unk), Ester M. Pyron (b.
abt 1838-d.1919), Robert Samuel Pyron (b. abt
1846-D. 1862), and Mary A Elizabeth Pyron
(b. abt 1845-d.?).
A brother John Andrerw Pyron, like our subject Richard B. Pyron, also served in Company
D of the 3rd Battalion/45th Mississippi and died
of disease at Okolona, Mississippi in May
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1862. Brother James Allen Pyron also served
in the 3rd Battalion/45th Mississippi as a corporal/brevet lieutenant and survived the war.
Brother Robert Samuel Pyron likewise sereved
in Company D of the 3rd Battalion/45th Mississippi and was killed in action at Corinth, Mississippi in 1862..
All four brothers served the Confederacy and
three of them gave their lives in the service of
the Confederacy. How can we not recognize
their service
and the
trauma suffered by
their families?
Private
Richard
Byrd Pyron
was about
21 years old
when he
died and it
appears he
was not
married.

