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Coming Events
October 29, 2014 - Memorial
Service for Capt. Henry Wirz
- 2 - 3 pm., Andersonville
National Historic Site,
Andersonville, Georgia.
November 11, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
November 19, 2014 - 150th
Anniversary of the Battle of
Spring Hill, 5700 Main Street,
Spring Hill, TN.
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(80th and 81st Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
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Prison. He declared his innocence to the end. The night before the hanging he was offered a
commuted sentence if he would
implicate Confederate President
Jefferson Davis as a conspirator
for Andersonville deaths. Wirz
was an honorable man and would
not lie to save his life.
After the hanging, the barbaric
Yankees cut off his head and
arms and other body parts, and
exhibited them about the country. It took Capt. Wirz's attorney,
Louis Schade, four years to collect enough body parts to have a
Christian burial in Mount Olivet
Cemetery in Washington .
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From a press release of the Georgia
Division of the SCV
(Continued from page 1.)

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”

When the War
Between the
States ended in
1865, Capt. Wirz
was paroled.
However, shortly
thereafter, he was
arrested and carried to Washington , D.C. where
he was placed in
the Old Capitol Prison. His trial
before a military tribunal lasted
several months, and included the
perjured testimony of a Yankee
soldier who was a deserter from a
NY. Regiment who falsely
claimed to be a great nephew of
Lafayette of Revolutionary war
fame. For his false testimony
against Capt. Wirz, he was given a
position with the U.S. Dept. of the
Interior. It was later learned that
this key witness whose perjured
testimony contributed considerably
to the conviction had never been at
Andersonville . The vast Majority
of defense witnesses for Capt.
Wirz were not permitted to testify.
Many historians call his trial a
farce and travesty of justice. After
the war, James Madison Page, a
Michigan cavalryman, who had
been a POW at Andersonville ,
wrote a book completely exonerating Wirz.
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Capt. Wirz was found guilty of
murdering 13 Union prisoners at
Andersonville, although not a
single body, nor even the name of
any of the 13 was ever produced.
He was also falsely convicted on a
second charge of conspiracy with
high ranking members of the Confederate government to create the
conditions that caused the high
death rate. Wirz was made a
scapegoat for the South. On Nov.
10, 1865, Capt. Wirz was hanged
in the yard of the Old Capitol

Press release from Ga. Divison

POW camps in the South was
about 9% as compared to 12%
for POW camps in the North
where Confederate POW's were
incarcerated. In contrast the
death rate at Andersonville was
approximately 29% due to
causes beyond the control of
Confederate authorities and was
unintentional. Also in contrast
were the similar death rates at
several Northern POW camps
notably Elmira New York and
Camp Douglas Chicago where
the high death rates have been
proven to be intentional.

The highly biased Northern
version of Andersonville Civil
War Prison (POW) Camp is well
known however the true facts
concerning Andersonville are
not well known. The government
of The Confederate States of
America issued an order that a
large POW prison should be constructed in early 1864 to alleviate
crowding in existing camps in the
South. The requirements were
that it be constructed at a location
further South away from the battle front and should be a healthy
location with plenty of pure water, a running stream, close to
grist and saw mills and if possible have shade trees. The location
selected was in South Georgia in
Sumter County and was officially
named Camp Sumter although it
became known as Andersonville .
It was constructed to house
10,000 Union POW's however
numbers increased to as high as
45,000 due to a policy by the
Lincoln administration to discontinue exchanges.

It is a well known fact that the
victor of a war writes the history
from a biased perspective. Immediately after the end of the
war absurd war crimes claims
were made by Northern politicians, military authorities, newspapers, periodicals, and citizens
that the decisions and conditions
that caused the human disaster at
Andersonville were intentional
on the part of Confederate authorities. Demands for War
Crimes Trials were made and the
Commandant of Andersonville
POW camp, Capt. Henry Wirz,
was arrested, tried, and convicted in a farce trial by a military tribunal who had predetermined that a conviction would
result. No War Crimes Charges
against Northern POW commandants were ever made and no
Northern POW camp has ever
been enshrined by the U.S. Government as a memorial to Confederate POW's. Only Andersonville in the South has been enshrined and it has become a memorial to American POW's of all
wars that have involved American veterans.

The average death rate at other

In defense of the Confederate
Continued on page 2.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots;
At our last meeting, on
October 14, 2014, nominations were opened for
officers for the 2015-2016
term and for person of the
year and compatriot of the
year for 2015. So far
nominations received are;
Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
Compatriot of the year:
Person of the year:
Chaplin:

don’t miss this one.
As most of you know, some months ago,
Ms. Joyce Byrd Slaughter, contacted us and
asked our help to install a headstone for her
Great great grandfather, Pvt. Seaborn Jordan, Co. K, 64th Georgia Infantry Regimant
at the Byrd cemetery off Hightower Trail in
Newton County. I am pleased to announce

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

of the Jordan/Byrd family were on hand to
witness the service as well as Ms. Pauline
Myers, past president of the James M. Gresham
Chapter 1312 of the UDC, and her husband
Roger. Several members of our camp were
also on hand even though many were working
the booth at the Old Town Festival and could
not be there.
Saturday, the 25th, was a beautiful day and the
Old Town Festival was well attended. Thank

John Maxey
Mark Camp
Steve Camp
Pat Underwood
Larry Cornwell

Nominations will remain open until our
December meeting at which time they will
be closed and called for a vote. Please get
your nominations in prior to the start of that
meeting.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, November
11, 2014. Our guest speaker will be Mr.
Steve Tobelman, Commander of the Eli P.
Landers Camp 1724. Steve’s program will
be on the Confederate Navy, a program
which he has presented to several camps in
the area. Although I have not personally
heard Steve’s program, I am told by other
Camp Commanders that it is very interesting and informative. In addition to Steve’s
program we will also install our newest
member, Compatriot Derwin Davis so

that on Friday, October the 24th, we accomplished that. Thank you Ms. Slaughter
for allowing us to be a part of honoring
your Confederate ancestor. I also want to
thank 2nd. Lt. Commander Jerry New, 1st
Lt. Commander Tommy Cook and compatriots Brent Boling and Gene Wade for your
hard work making this happen.
On Saturday, October 25, 2014, a memorial
service honoring Pvt. Jordan, and the other
four Confederate veterans buried at the
Byrd cemetery was held. Several members

Hanging of Capt. Henry Wirz
government and Confederate prison officials in regards to Andersonville, a response was made in 1876, by the Southern
Historical Society, consisting of 9 points
that place the blame for deaths and suffering at Andersonville totally on Northern
politicians and military authorities. Specifically President Lincoln, Sec. of War
Stanton, Asst. Sec. of War Dana, and Gen.
Grant shoulder the blame as noted in the
following 9 points.
1. It is not denied that great suffering and
mortality occurred but it was due to circumstances and conditions beyond Confederate control. 2. If the death rate be adduced
as "circumstantial evidence of barbarity"
the rate of Confederate deaths was higher
in Northern POW camps where there was
an abundance of food, medicine, and shel-

ter. 3. The Union POW's were given the
same rations as Confederate guards and soldiers and equal treatment in hospitals as
required by the CSA government and the
death rate of CSA guards was the same as
POW's. The Northern Federal government
did not have this humane policy. 4. The exchange of prisoners was refused by the
North 5. The CSA government requested
that Northern doctors and medicine be sent
to treat Northern POW's and the request was
denied. 6. The CSA tried to buy supplies
including bowls and other utensils to use in
feeding the POW's. They offered to pay with
cotton and gold but the offer was refused by
the Lincoln administration. 7. The Federal
Government under President Lincoln made
medicine contraband causing suffering and
death of Union POW's and all Southerners,
military and civilian. 8. Prior to the period of
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you Adjutant Steve Camp, 1st. Lt. Commander
Tommy Cook, 2nd Lt. Commander Jerry New,
Camp Genealogist Gene Wade, Chaplin John
Maxey and Compatriots Mark Camp and Brent
Boling for manning the booth and helping with
set up and take down. It is your hard work that
made the day a success.
I will see you at the November meeting and
don’t forget to bring your nominations for officers and person and compatriot of the year.
J. H. Underwood, Commander

Press release from the Georgia Division, SCV

greatest mortality, the CSA authorities offered
to release the Andersonville POW's without
exchange but the offer was not accepted by
the Lincoln Administration who was told by
CSA authorities "we cannot feed or care for
them-just come get them". Sherman 's barbaric war crimes in Georgia consisting of
stealing, destroying, and burning made food
and supplies even scarcer and increased suffering and mortality. 9. The Northern press
was furnished lies and propaganda by Union
Sec. and Asst Sec. of War Stanton and Dana
claiming deliberate cruelties and war crimes
by the South. The control of Northern POW
camps was transferred by Stanton and Dana to
vindictive partisan criminal elements and
deliberate war crimes of cruelty, torture, and
murder were committed against Confederate
POW's as proven by a joint resolution of the
U.S. Senate and House SR97.

G E N . J O E ’ S D I SP A T C H

V O LU M E 1 0 , I S S U E 7

PAGE 3

The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(80th & 81st Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at Oxford shows:
G. F. ROBERTSON
CO A, 19 ALA
Actually:
GEORGE F. ROBERTSON
COMPANY A
19th ALABAMA INFANTRY REGIMENT
The National Archives military record for
this soldier is quite sparse. This record mentions nothing of his date or place of enlistment and contains only information regarding
his death. According to this National Archives record, George F. Richardson was a
private in Company A of the 19th Alabama
Infantry Regiment and that he died on January 18, 1864 at Hood Hospital, Covington
(Oxford), Georgia. He left behind at least
$62.50 but it is uncertain what other money
or effects he left behind. This record also
mentions that his widow Caroline filed on
October 31, 1864 for settlement of his pay
and allowances. A Samuel Stout Hood Hospital record shows that Private G. F. Robison
(Robertson) of Company A, 19th Alabama
died of pneumonia on January 18th, 1864.
The Hood Hospital morning report of January 13, 1864 said he was admitted for debility
(general weakness) and pleuritis (a loosely
defined breathing problem).
If Private George F. Robertson was present at
the formation of the 19th Alabama, he would
have seen extensive service. The Ninteenth
was organized at Huntsville, Alabama in
August 1861, and was sent to Mobile, Alabama for three months and then to Pensacola,
Florida for a few weeks and then to Corinth,
Mississippi. The Regiment soon fought at
Shiloh (April 6-7 1862) where it suffered
over 50% in killed and wounded. The unit
fought at Murfreesboro (July 13,1862) where
it suffered 25% casualties. The 19th Alabama
again lost heavily at Chicamaugua (Sept 1920,1863). Casualties were few at Missonary
Ridge ((Nov 25, 1863) and the regiment soon
wintered at Dalton, Georgia The regiment
was constantly engaged in early 1864 from
Dalton to Atlanta where it suffered heavy
casualties and eventually fought again at
Franklin, Tennessee (Nov 1864) before finishing the war in North Carolina.

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

Wheeler. Col Joseph Wheeler commanded the
19th Alabama until after the Battle of Shiloh
when he was soon promoted and became General Joseph Wheeeler, Commander of Cavalry,
the namesake of our SCV Camp 863. He likely
became ill during winter quarters near Dalton,
Georgia in early January 1864 and was sent
south to Atlanta and then to Oxford/Covington,
Georgia.
It could not be determined with any certainty
who George F. Robertson's parents or siblings
were but it is likely that he was likely born in
South Carolina about 1835 based on the census
records for his wife and children. Complicating
the search was the fact that family members
spelled the family name as Robertson, Robertson, Robinson and other variations. He could
not be identified with any certainty from census records of 1850 in part because he was
likely unmarried at the time. Luckily, a notation in George Robertson's National Archives
soldier record stated that “Caroline Robertson,

Based on the identification of the wife as
Caroline in the service record, it was determined from Census records of 1870 and
others, that his widow was Car (Caroline)
Robinson/Robertson of Clay County, Alabama and that there were three children:
Mary (age 16), Martha (13) and John (10).
This census shows that wife Caroline was
born about 1835 in South Carolina. The
oldest two children were born in South
Carolina and the youngest, John, was born
in Alabama thus indicating that the family
moved to Alabama between 1857 and 1860.
The 1880 census shows widow Careline
(Caroline), children Mary, Martha and John
still in the household but now the household
shows another daughter Lula/Lular (?) (age
20), and now two grandaughters named
Sarah (age 4) and Elah? (age 1). Did one of
the daughters return to the home after the
death of a husband? The 1890 census was
destroyed by a fire so is not available but
the 1900 census lists widow Caroline (age
65) and now grandsons Lone (age 19), Morgan (age 13), James (age11), Ellijah (age 9)
and grandaughters Loretta (age 18). One can
only speculate why so many grandchildren
are now living with a 65 year old grandmother. Unfortunately, no genealogy research could be found on this family and
virtually all we have are census records.
Widow Caroline Robertson filed for a Alabama Confederate Widow's Pension and
appears to have received a pension from
about 1891 to about 1922. It has not been
determined when Caroline Robertson died.

Headstone at Oxford
shows:
C. R. SMITH
Co. R, 40th GA

widow” filed a claim in October 1864 for settlement of his back pay and allowances.
The family of George R. Robertson could not
be clearly identified in the1860 census because
of errors made by the census taker but it appears that George (age 26) lived with wife
Caroline (age 26), and children Mary (age 6),
Francis (4), Martha (age 2) and John (age 1).

It is noteworthy that the commander of the
19th Alabama was once Colonel Joseph
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Actually:
GREEN B. SMITH
COMPANY F
46th GEORGIA INFANTRY REGT
This soldier enlisted as a private in Company F, 46th Georgia Infantry Regiment at
Preston, Webster County, Georgia on March
4th, 1862. Company F was known as the
Webster County Invincibles. Private Smith
was an original member of the 46th Georgia.
The regiment first served
in Georgia and then was
Continued on page 4.
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(80th & 81st Soldiers in the series)
involved in fighting at Secessionville, James
Island, at Charleston, South Carolina and
then moved westward where it participated
in fighting at Jackson, Mississippi in MayJune 1863.
th

The 46 Georgia was a part of General Joe
Johnson's “Army of Relief” that was unsuccessful in breaking the seige of Vicksburg
which fell on July 4th, 1863. After the futile
efforts to relieve Vicksburg, the regiment
was moved back to the Army of Tennessee.
The regiment fought at Chicamauga (Sept
19-20, 1863) and Missionary Ridge
(November 25 1863). The regiment was
soon in winter quarters at Dalton, Georgia. Although the 46th Georgia soon
fought in virtually every battle leading
up to the battle of Atlanta, Private
Green B. Smith was not with them.
His archives record shows he was
“sent to hospital January 11, 1864”.
This record also shows that he died on
January 13, 1864 at Hood Hospital,
Covington, Georgia and that he left
behind $9.50. No other peresonal effects are listed. The Samuel Stout re-

cords for Hood Hospital shows that
Smith, G. B., Private, 46th GA, Company
F, died of a form of Diarrhea on January
14, 1864.
It could not be determined with any certainty who the parents of Green B.
Smith were. As one can imagine, searching for a common name like Smith can
be very difficult especially since no reliable genealogy research could be found
on this Green B. Smith. Researching
U.S. federal census records did assist in
reasonably identifying this person. The
1860 U.S. census for Webster County,
Georgia (the county from which Company F of the 46th Georgia was raised)
shows a G. B. Smith which is assumed
to be the Green B. Smith in question.
This 1860 U. S. census shows G. B.
Smith (age 26), Charlott(e) (age25),
Mary F. (age 3), Robert S. (age 1) and
Frances V. (age 8). This census shows
wife Charlott(e) was born in South Carolina and Green Smith and the children
were born in Georgia. So, it appears our
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Green B. Smith was married with three
children and was probably married before 1852.
He could not be reasonably located on
the 1850 census. The widow and children could not be identified after the
1860 census. Perhaps she remarried and
used her new husband's last name for
herself and the children. No record could
be found that Charlott(e) ever filed for a
Confederate widow's pension or in any
record after the 1860 census. Perhaps
some day a descendant can enlighten us
as to the fate of the widow and her three
children. It is incumbent on us to remember those Confederate soldiers like
Private Green B. Smith who seem to be
forgotten by all too many of us.

