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He offered to donate a new display for the hair and photographs,
but was concerned about the
provenance.
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Coming Events
December 9, 2014 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
January 24, 2015 - 27th Annual Lee-Jackson Dinner 7:00 pm., Georgia International
Horse park, Cherokee Run Golf
and Country Club, Conyers,
Georgia

LEESBURG, Va. — For many
years, the Loudoun Museum has
included in its Civil War displays a
photograph of Robert E. Lee on
his famous horse, Traveller, and
two locks of hair belonging to the
horse.

During his following visit I was
called in to see if I could learn
more about the origins of the
items.
In the files we found the original
envelopes from when the photograph and one of the locks of hair
were first loaned to the museum.

The photograph is widely known,
reproduced as prints, postcards,
brochure covers, and with different
backgrounds and colorizations. It
was taken after the war by Michael
Miley in Rockbridge County.

The records indicated that these
items were initially loaned
“before 4/75” by Mrs. Thomas
M. Fendall, with documentation
confirming this fact dating back
to at least 1981.

In it, Lee was a civilian and president of Washington College, now
Washington and Lee. He agreed to
wear his uniform, but removed all
ornamentation and medals.

Inside this issue:
“Our Commanders Comments”
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On the back of the photograph,
there was a hand-written note:

The horse hair is in two separate
locks — mane hair and braided tail
hair, both in tintype frames.

My grandfather’s sister, Mrs.
Margaret J. Preston, suggested
to General Lee that he have his
photograph taken on
“Traveller.” In a short time he
brought her this picture. When
she protested that his hat hid his
face too much, he answered “But,
Madam, you asked for a picture
of ‘Traveller.’”

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

“Hanging of Capt. Henry Wirz”
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From a press release of the Georgia
Division of the SCV
(Continued from page 1.)

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
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(80th and 81st Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade

“The Confederate Cemeteries
of Covington & Oxford”
(80th and 81st Soldier’s in a series)
Continuing project by Compatriot Gene
Wade (Continued from page 3.)

The items were in separate display
cases. A visitor had to look at the
gallery guides posted on the wall
to read more about them. Few took
any special notice of the hair at all.
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Tom Liljenquist became somewhat
of a regular at the museum over
the summer. He would stop by the
museum and speak with Visitor
Services Director Pat Rogers about
the Civil War in Loudoun County.

The picture was given me by Aunt
Maggie’s younger sister, Mrs.
Junius Fishburn.
-Anna- A.R. Harkness

On one visit, Rogers asked if he
had noticed Traveller’s hair. Many
people claim to have Traveller’s

This was very exciting and sent
me to work to learn more about
this provenance as Liljenquist
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moved forward with having the
photograph, the hair and now the
original paperwork framed.
We now knew that the photograph’s recipient was Mrs. Margaret Junkin Preston, an author
and poet known for her work
praising the Confederate cause.
Her brother-in-law was Gen.
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson.
Her husband, Maj. John Thomas
Lewis Preston, served on Jackson’s staff.
The documentation refers to the
photograph as an “original picture.” With this information,
there was no reason to question
the provenance information that
confirms it was given by General
Lee to Margaret Preston, or even
that she had something to do
with him deciding to pose for it.
Mrs. Junius Fishburn was Margaret’s sister. Anna A.R. Harkness was the granddaughter of
their brother William F. Junkin.
Another granddaughter, Lily,
became Mrs. Thomas M. Fendall. She loaned one of the locks
of hair. The other was on loan
from Melanie Miles.
The braided lock of Traveller’s
tail hair was found in the attic of
the Henry T. Harrison House in
Leesburg. It was found in a trunk
after a fire. The trunk contained
other valuable Civil War artifacts, including a diary written in
1861 by a young visitor at the
home and Confederate “dog
money” printed in Leesburg.
In September 1862, General Lee
stayed at the home to recuperate
after injuring
Continued on page 2.

G E N . J O E ’ S D I SP A T C H
V O LU M E 1 0 , I S S U E 8

PAGE 2

Our Commanders’ Comments
Compatriots and friends;
First I would like to thank
Ms. Judy Bond and the
Rockdale County Historical Society for inviting us
to participate in the dedication ceremonies for the
two, long awaited, Heritage Trail Markers that have been placed,
one at Philadelphia Methodist Church on
Hightower Trail and one at the Conyers
Depot. On Sunday, November 16th, ceremonies were held at both locations.

The Camp provided the flag display for the
Hightower Trail Ceremony and Compatriot
Mike Sewick provided the display for the
Depot ceremony. I want to thank Compatriot Brent Boling for seeing that both flag
displays were setup at their locations on
time.

We also provided flags marking the graves
of all the Confederate veterans buried at the
Conyers cemetery for the Cemetery Tour
that was held between the two Heritage
Trail Marker ceremonies. Thank you, Lt.
Commanders Tommy Cook and Jerry New
and Compatriots Larry Cornwell, Jack Herbert and Grady Dukes for helping find and

By: Commander J. H. Underwood

mark the 57 veterans graves.
By now you
should have
received your
invitation to
our 27th annual LeeJackson Dinner. This
year’s event
will be at the
Cherokee
Run Golf and
Country Club on January 24, 2015. Please note
the deadline for making your reservations for
this event is January 10, 2015.
Our next meeting is Tuesday December 9th
when we will close the nominations for officers
for 2015 and 16 and call for a vote. This
makes it a very important meeting, so please
make every effort to be there.
J. H. Underwood
Commander

Lee & Traveller: Hidden History On Display In Leesburg
By; Alana Blumenthal, Civil War News, November 2014.

his wrists at Second Manassas.
While there, he met with Gens. Jackson,
J.E.B. Stuart, James Longstreet and Lewis
Armistead. It was the only time during the
war that the five men were under the same
roof.
It was there, in the dining room, that they
planned the campaign into Maryland,
which led to the Battle of Antietam. The
daughters of the house, Maria, Alice and
Daisy Harrison, braided the strands of hair
Traveller left behind in the stall when Lee
rode on.
Traveller
Traveller was born in 1857 in Greenbrier
County, now West Virginia. He was a tall,
regal American Saddlebred of “Grey Eagle” stock. As a colt, he won first place
under the name Jeff Davis at the Lewisburg
Fair.
Capt. Joseph M. Broun and his brother,
Maj. Thomas L. Broun, of Middleburg,
Va., purchased the horse in 1861 for $175.
They served under Lee who was struck by

the grace and power of the horse now known
as Greenbrier.
Although the brothers offered to give their
horse to the general on several occasions, he
insisted on paying. He even swore only to
accept the horse if the Brouns would take
$200 to account for the depreciation of currency since they purchased him.
Lee renamed the horse Traveller, after a
horse owned by George Washington. While
not the only horse he rode during the war,
Traveller was by far his favorite.
In an 1865 letter to his daughter Mildred,
Lee wrote: “Traveller is my only companion,
and may I say, my pleasure. He and I, whenever practicable, wander out into the countryside and enjoy sweet confidence.”
People would flock to Traveller as he rode
by, hoping to get a memento of seeing General Lee and his famous horse. Even after the
war, when Lee brought Traveller to live with
him at Washington College, the students
would approach the horse for a souvenir.
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In another letter to Mildred, Lee wrote, “The
boys are plucking out his tail, and he is presenting the appearance of a plucked chicken.”
Traveller outlived Lee by less than a year.
When Robert E. Lee died, Traveller took a
place of honor in the funeral procession. In
1871, he stepped on a rusty nail and contracted tetanus. The same doctor tended to
him as attended Lee in his final days, such
was the respect shown to this great horse.
Traveller was buried on the grounds of Washington College, but unearthed in 1875. His
bones were displayed in several locations. In
1971, they were buried next to the Lee Chapel
on the grounds of Washington and Lee, just
feet away from his owner’s grave.
We at the museum are so grateful to Mr. Liljenquist, not only for his generosity, but for
his curiosity that led to this rediscovery.
Giving special attention to all 8,000 items in
our collection is difficult, especially after
years of budget cuts. Being able to bring this
story to light has been a real thrill for me, the
museum, and the community.
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The Confederate Cemeteries of Covington and Oxford
(82nd & 83rd Soldiers in the series)
Headstone at Oxford shows:
R. G. SOUTHWELL
CO K, 47 GA
Actually:
ROBERT GREEN
SOUTHWELL
COMPANY K
47th GEORGIA
INFANTRY REGIMENT
This soldier enlisted on May 6, 1862 at Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, in the
11th Battalion Georgia Infantry. The 11th
Battalion was merged into the 47th Georgia
Infantry Regiment which was officially reorganized on May 12, 1862. Private Southwell's company became Company K. The
regiment was soon guarding the Georgia
coast. After the reorganization, the 47th Georgia was ordered to Charleston, South Carolina where they fought their first engagement
at James Island. In this engagement, forty of
the seventy men directly involved in this
fight were killed.
The regiment then served in North Carolina
until May 1863 when the regiment was ordered to Vicksburg, Mississippi as a part of
General Joseph Johnson's army of relief, the
unsuccessful effort to relieve Vicksburg. The
regiment fought in the battle of Jackson,
Mississippi in May 1863 and then, after the
fall of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, went to
serve under General Braxton Bragg in the
deadly battles of Chicamauga (Sept 19-20,
1863) and Missionary Ridge (Nov 25, 1863).
After winter quarters near Dalton, the 47th
Georgia went on to participate in the many
battles preceding the Battle of Atlanta, but
our Private Robert Green Southwell was not
with them.
His national archives soldier record shows
that Sergeant R. G. Southwell, a private of
Company K of the 47th Georgia Infantry
Regiment, died on December 26, 1863 at
Hood Hospital, Covington (Oxford) Georgia.
This archives record shows he left behind
$12.00 and that a claim for unclaimed pay
was filed by an attorney named William
Walton. It is presumed that this attorney was
acting on the account of the soldier's widow
whose name was not stated.

Continuing Project by Compatriot Gene Wade

shows that Sergeant R.G. Southwell of Company K of the 47th Georgia died on December
26, 1863 of chronic diarrhea.
Private Robert Green Southwell was born
about 1836 in Tattnall, Georgia to Edward
Thomas Southwell (1803-1862) and Nancy K.
Whittington Southwell (1807-1881). Robert G.
Southwell appears to have had at least six
brothers and three sisteres. The sisters were
Mary Jane (1828-1874), Arcenith (1833-1861)
and Caroline (1839-1902). The brothers were
Burrell Franklin (1847-1921) , Newton (18441863), Thomas Henry (1839-unknown), John
Love (1830-1910) and William Edward (1834abt1900).
In addition to our Robert Green Southwell who
is buried in the Oxford College Confederate
Cemetery, brother Thomas Henry Southwell
served in Company G of the 47th Georgia and
reportedly died in Atlanta on May 26, 1864 and
is buried in Atlanta's Oakland Cemetery. Although no Confederate record for brother Newton Crawford Southwell was found, his name
was found on a roster for Company G of the
47th Georgia and there is a V.A. Confederate
headstone in Chatham County, Georgia for him
that lists his date of death as May 21, 1864.
Brother William Edward Southwell served
Company G of the 47th Georgia and survived
the war. Brother John Love Southwell served
in the 21st Battalion, Georgia, Cavalry, and
survived the war. The youngest brother, Burrell
Franklin Southwell, was too young to have
served as evidenced by the 1864 Georgia Census for Reorganizing the Militia which lists his
age at 16 years, 6 months.
Our Robert Green Southwell was married in
1859 to Clarissa Rogers (1839-1878). According to some genealogists, they had two children, Ophelia Southwell and Martha Asenth
Southwell who were born between 1860-1865.
Ophelia reportedly died as an infant and Martha lived until 1908. The wife Clarissa Southwell appears to be living with her parents Uriah
and Martha Rogers in the 1870 census and did
not remarry. She died August 20, 1878 and is
buried in Evans County Georgia.
The Southwell family gave much to the Confederacy.

Headstone at
Oxford shows:
JOHN TINSLEY
CO G, 16 SC
Actually:
JOHN TINSLEY
COMPANY G
16th SOUTH
CAROLINA
INFANTRY
This soldier enlisted as a private on October
6, 1861 at Greenville, South Carolina in
Company G of the 16th South Carolina Infantry Regiment. His soldier record shows
nothing between his enlistment until his
death in 1864. All ten companies of the 16th
South Carolina were raised in Greenville
County, South Carolina. The regiment was
accepted into state service in December
1861.
About the December 13th, 1861, the regiment moved to Charleston, South Carolina
and went into camp at the race track where
it remained until February 1862. The regiment soon participated in several skirmishes
at Secessionville (Charleston) and Pocotaligo (near Beaufort) South Carolina. In
April 1862, the regiment formally entered
into Confederate States service.
In March 1863, the regiment was ordered to
Wilmington, North Carolina where they
served for a few months and then returned
to the Charleston area. On May 4, 1863 they
received orders transferring them to General
Joseph Johnson's Army which was then in
Mississippi attempting to relieve the garrison at Vicksburg. After the unsuccessful
attempt to relieve Vicksvurg, the 16th South
Carolina was soon transferred to Rome,
Georgia. The regiment was in reserve at
Chicamauga but soon found itself fighting
on the north end of Missionary Ridge
(November 25, 1863). After the retreat from
the battle of Missionary Ridge to Dalton,
the regiment entered winter quarters with
the rest of the Army of Tennessee.
His soldier record shows that Private John
Tinsley evidently became ill during this
frigid 1863-64 winter. A company muster
roll card in his soldier record for Nov-Dec
1863 shows him as “present, sick in camp”.
His soldier record then

Continued on page 4.

A record from the Sanuel Stout records also
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(82nd & 83rd Soldiers in the series)
shows Private John Tinsley died on January
19, 1864 at Hood Hospital (Oxford), Covington, Georgia of chronic diarrhea.. His
effects show “sundries” and
the amount of $45.20. Samuel
Stout records for Hood Hospital shows that Private John
Tinsley was admitted On
January 12, 1864 and that he
died on January 19, 1864.
The regiment later fought at
Franklin and Nashville, Tennessee and finally surrendered in the Carolinas in
April 1865.
There is some confusion between Tinsley family researchers as to the parents of
our John Tinsley and in fact there were several John Tinsleys. Virtually none of the
Tinsley researchers indicated the source of
their information even after inquiries. After
extensive researching of census records,
burial records and comparing them with
existing genealogical research, it has been
determined that the parents of Private John
Tinsley were likely Isaac Hiram Tinsley

(1797-1882) and Mary Redd Tinsley (18041851). John had seven brothers and three sisters. His brothers were David (1824-1848).

Thomas (1827-1847), James (1840-1891),
Richard (1843-unk), Hiram (1848-1913) and
Isaac (1850-aft 1880). His sisters were Elizabeth (1832-1893), Sarah (1840-unk) and
Lucinda (1847-unk).
It is interesting that brothers David and Thomas were in their twenties when they died
before the war. Brother James served in the 3rd
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South Carolina Infantry, was wounded in the
leg near Richmond in 1862, and survived the
war. Brother Richard was in an unidentified
unit and is believed to have died
during the war. Brother Robert
served in the 7th South Carolina Cavalry and survived the war. Brother
Hiram served in the 18th South Carolina Infantry and survived the war.
Brother Isaac was too young to have
served the Confederacy and is shown
in the 1880 census to be blind. Interestingly, the father Isaac Tinsley is
also shown as being blind in this
1860 Census so perhaps there was a
hereditary problem within the
Tinsley family. Sister Elizabeth married a John Abernathy who was mortally wounded at Fredricksburg in
1862. No reliable information could be found
on the other siblings.
Certainly the Tinsley family suffered many
hardships and trials of their faith. Records
indicate that almost all of the surviving children were baptised at the same time in 1860 in
Spartainburg County, South Carolina. It has
not been determined if our Private John

