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125th anniversary of the Brickyard Fight.
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December 8, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
January 12, 2015 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
January 16, 2016 - Maj. Gen.
Joseph Wheeler Camp #863
Lee Jackson Dinner - Masonic Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
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GETTYSBURG, Pa. — On Oct. 1
artist and historian Mark H. Dunkelman supervised the installation
of a new, more permanent version
of his “Brickyard Fight” mural on
Coster Avenue.
The avenue is a small unit of Gettysburg National Military Park,
less than three-quarters of an acre
located off North Stratton Street a
few blocks northeast of Lincoln
Square.

The first sentences in a 1989
booklet Dunkelman produced
about the mural note: “The fight
memorialized by the Coster Avenue Mural in Gettysburg has been
as overlooked as the avenue itself. You’ll find little or no mention of the combat that occurred
there in the hundreds of histories
of the battle.”

The mural is approximately 70 feet
long and 9.5 feet high. It commemorates the first-day fight late
on the afternoon of July 1, 1863,
between the Union brigade commanded by Col. Charles Coster
and Confederate brigades led by
Harry Hays and Isaac Avery.

Dunkelman, who had an ancestor
who fought at the Brickyard with
the 154th New York, had periodically visited the site, starting with
a trip to Washington, D.C., with
his parents.
At first he was disappointed that
the Coldsmith Roofing building
was built on private land about
10 feet behind the 154th New
York monument that the state
erected and dedicated in 1890.

Initially held in reserve on Cemetery Hill, Coster’s brigade was sent
through town around 3 p.m., just
as the 11th Corps positions north
of Gettysburg were starting to
collapse.
Coster’s brigade staged a brief and
costly stand on the grounds of
John Kuhn’s brickyard, just on the
northern edge of town. The three
small regiments — the 27th Pennsylvania and 134th and 154th New
York — that fought there took
horrendous casualties. The New

“When I saw the wall, I thought
‘this will ruin it.’ But then I realized I could make the building
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disappear and at the
same time show what happened
on this site,” he says.
The mural increased visitation to
this obscure unit of the park. But
the mural turned out to be far
from permanent.
By 2001, the image had deteriorated enough that Dunkelman
and Bjurman had to return to
Gettysburg to repaint it. The
repainting was funded by the
Bearss Brigade, Civil War buffs
who attend tours led by guide
and historian Ed Bearss, who
asked for their support.
By this year, the mural had significantly faded again. Dunkelman and Bjurman considered
repainting again but they recognized that a third application of
paint wouldn’t be any more permanent than the other two.
“We realized we’re not getting
any younger,” said Dunkelman,
“and we joked about repainting
the mural in our wheelchairs.”
A friend suggested reproducing
the mural on glass. A Rhode
Island glass business, Lucid
Glass Studio of East Providence,
R.I., had experience with the
Dip-Tech process.
It uses ceramic inks to create the
image on 3-inch plate glass,
which is then heat treated. Because the image is on the back of
the glass, it has good protection
from the elements.
Eventually, a team from Standard Bent Glass of East Butler,
Pa., was assigned to fabricate the
glass mural with Lucid to oversee the project and install the
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern
Gentlemen.

I really hope that
each one of you
enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving
as my own family
did. We often forget to stop and remember just how
blessed we are.

Our November meeting was very interesting because of our speaker, Mr. Herb
Smith. His presentation on the Guard
Detail at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was indeed an “A” plus. Mr. Smith
is a very able speaker and that added to

the program. We learned that being a
Guard at the Tomb is but for a few very
select men who can measure up to the
rigorous qualifications. We all hope that
Herb Smith will visit our Camp meetings
often, he and his family will be more than
welcome.

It was also our pleasure to swear into our
Camp, Compatriot Steve O’Bot. Let’s all
be sure to welcome Steve into our Camp
and make him feel at home.

Our next meeting will be on December
8th at 7:30 PM. We will be electing our
Compatriot of the year and our Person of
the Year. I’ll have the ballots for you to

By: Commander John Maxey

cast your vote on. We’ll find out who they
are at our Lee-Jackson dinner, January 16th,
2016, 7:00 PM here at the Camp.

We will be planning two cemetery cleanup’s. We’ll have a lot to cover at this meeting and I’ll need your input. Hope to see
each of you there.

Until then have a “Dixie” day,

John L. Maxey, Cmdr.

The Georgia Division's Annual
Robert E. Lee Birthday Celebration
Saturday,
January 16,
2016. Marchers
are to assemble
at the Old Governor's mansion
at the corner of

Clark Street and Green Street at
10:30 and the parade starts promptly
at 10:45. The Legislative Chambers
will open at 10:00 for non marchers.
Address: 120 S Clark St,
Milledgeville, Georgia

Longer-Lasting Coster Avenue
Mural Installed In Gettysburg
mural.
Dunkelman and Bjurman created a 15-foot
long print from a digital image of the 2001
repainting. It wasn’t detailed enough to use
to create the reproducible image, so they
then painted over that print to create the
image that was put on the glass. They also
used the occasion to add a few details for
accuracy, the most important of which
shows a line of Hays’s troops extending to
the right, enveloping the left of Coster’s line.
The installation in Gettysburg did not go
entirely smoothly. Dunkelman and Bjurman

By: Leon Reed, November 2015 issue of “The Civil
War News” (Continued from page 1.)

arrived Sept. 25 and began removing the
original mural. After Bjurman fell and broke
three ribs, Dunkelman finished removing
the mural.
Lucid’s team showed up on the 29th, just in
time for the Hurricane Joaquin rains, which
continued for most of the next week. The
entire project had to be done under a blue
tarp. The first truckload with seven of the
14 panels arrived on the morning of Oct. 1.
They were quickly installed and sealed by
the Lucid team.
The second truckload, originally expected at
11:30 and then 6:30, didn’t arrive until 8:30
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Pastor John Weaver will be the keynote speaker for the event. His talk
will be about the Christian character
of General Robert E. Lee.
Musket and cannon firing will commence after the program.

p.m. Because of a worsening weather forecast,
the by-now thoroughly frustrated Lucid team
decided to complete the job and finished
around 1 a.m. One final disappointment was a
color mismatch on the upper half of five of the
panels, which will need to be replaced. But for
now, a much brighter and more permanent
mural adorns the small battle site on Coster
Avenue.
Dunkelman funded the project partly with
leftover funds from the 2001 restoration, but
otherwise has self-funded it. He hopes that the
Bearss Brigade or other Civil War enthusiasts
might provide additional support.
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New Monument Erected in Nicholson, Georgia
News Release from The Georgia Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans

With all the calls to remove Confederate monuments in the South its good to know at the men of the
Georgia Division continues to erect monuments to honor our Confederate Heroes. On October 31, 2015
the Jackson County Volunteers Camp #94 dedicated a beautiful granite monument honoring 98 Confederate Heroes from the Jackson County / City of Nicholson area. This project was approved by the Division Delegates at the 2015 Reunion and 90% of the cost of the project was funded by the Division's specialty tag funds.

Confederate Saboteurs: Building the Hunley and
Other Secret Weapons of the Civil War.
By Mark K. Ragan. Illustrated, photos,
maps, notes, bibliography, index, 260 pp.,
2015, Texas A&M, www.tamupress.com,
$35.
In July 1916 Americans had become increasingly concerned with German U-boat
activity. As related in Mark Ragan’s outstanding new book, a newspaper reporter
interviewed 91-year-old Edgar C. Singer, a
veteran who had been involved with the
Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley.
Singer’s account of his group’s activities
revealed a remarkable story that seems bizarre in today’s inflexible government,
military and business organizations.
Singer and fellow members of a Masonic
lodge in Port Lavaca, Texas, enlisted in a
company of Texas light artillery early in
1861. The small town was shelled by Union
vessels late in 1862, causing Singer to develop a highly successful underwater mine
(then called torpedo) which became the
Confederate authorities’ preferred mine.
The group within the artillery unit formed
“E.C. Singer and Company” to build and

sell mines; it was also known as “Singer’s
Secret Service Corps” and “Singer’s Submarine Corps.” The members would disperse
widely to undertake all manner of sabotage
against the North.
The most noted project was the 40-foot submarine H.L. Hunley at Charleston, S.C. After two accidental sinkings — which claimed
13 lives, including that of Horace Hunley, a
part owner — a replacement crew was somehow recruited. On the night of Feb. 17, 1864,
the Hunley sank the Union sloop Housatonic.
A blue signal light was shown and a bonfire
was lit to guide the Hunley back to shore,
but nothing further was heard from the crew.
The submarine was located in 1995 and
raised in 2000.
During the course of the war, 39 Union vessels were sunk or damaged by mines; nine
were sunk by the Singer group. Trains were
blown up, steamboats were burned. Thousands of Northern personnel had to be deployed to guard rail lines, steamboat landings and other facilities.
Obviously secrecy was a prime concern in
all of these operations and written communi-
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cations were kept to a minimum. Secretary of
State Judah Benjamin ordered all documents
related to secret activities destroyed when
Richmond was evacuated in April 1865.
Therefore, it is remarkable that Mark Ragan
has been able to uncover so much information
on the Confederate operations. Using orders
for transportation and routine notices of individuals away from their parent units, he has
been able to pinpoint various team members’
movements and locations.
This is truly a ground-breaking publication. It
is well illustrated with photos of locations,
individuals and vessels, as well as drawings of
mines and the Hunley.
The text
provides
a great
deal of
littleknown
information
about
those
times. It is definitely a must- buy book.
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“The Last Mee ng”
By;byJ.David
H. Underwood,
and Past
Commander
MarkiewiczEditor
/ The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution

The last meeting of
Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863,
November 10, 2015,
featured Guest
Speaker, Mr. Herb
Smith, a past Tomb
Guard at the Tomb
of the Unknown
Soldiers in Washington, DC. Those of you who missed
Herbs presentation missed one of the
best programs we have had this year.
Thank you Herb for the great program
and we hope you will visit our camp
often.
Also, as mentioned in Our Commanders Comments, Commander Maxey
had the honor of initiating our newest
member, Compatriot Stephen Lewis
O’Bot. Steve enters our Camp, and the
Sons of Confederate Veterans, through
his ancestor, William Pickett, Private,

Company
G, 2nd
Maryland
Infantry
Regiment.
The oath
of office
was ad-

Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 8, 2015, 7:30 pm at the Masonic
Lodge. This is an important meeting
which will include the election of our
person and compatriot of the year and
the planning of our Lee-Jackson Dinner, so please make every effort to be
there.
J. H. Underwood, Eiditor

ministered by our Camp
Chaplin Larry Cornwell. On
behalf of Commander Maxey,
our officers and membership,
welcome Stephen Lewis O’Bot
to our camp and to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.
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