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Chattanooga Confederate Cemetery workers in Tennessee
unexpectedly discovered the
grave site of prominent African-American soldier
Shaderick Searcy while restoring a cemetery wall.
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March 1, 1846, joined the war
as a servant to two brothers.
He served in the Army of
Tennessee until 1865. Searcy
later located to Chattanooga
in 1903. Federal records indicate that Searcy has been buried at the Chattanooga Confederate Cemetery since 1999
— but under the incorrect
grave marker. His exact location was unknown until recently, when three Sons of
Confederate Veterans from
the local Nathan Bedford Forrest SCV Camp began the
reconstruction to a stone wall.
One crew member discovered
the grave when he thought he
stumbled upon a rock, but in
fact it was the soldier’s headstone.

Editor: J. H. Underwood
joe@jonesmetalmolding.com

Coming Events
June 7, 2016 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia
June 10 & 11, 2016 - 119th
Georgia Division Reunion Georgia International Horse
Park, Conyers, Georgia.
July 12, 2016 - Regular
meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp #863 - Masonic
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia

Members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the oldest
hereditary organization for
male descendants of Confederate soldiers, recognizes
Searcy as a noble AfricanAmerican figure in history
and one of the most prominent men laid to rest at the
cemetery. SCV prides itself
on preserving the history and
legacy of fallen heroes, so that
future generations can understand the motives that animated the Southern Cause. It
offers ongoing programs for
members and a wide range of
activities, such as preservation
work, marking Confederate
soldier’s graves, historical re-
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Searcy, born an enslaved man
in Talbot County, Georgia on
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enactments, scholarly publications, and regular meetings
to discuss the military and
political history.
On April 9, 1921 the Tennessee legislature passed an act
providing a pension for
“Those colored men who
served as servants and cooks
in the Confederate Army in
the War Between the States.”
These applications can be
found in the Tennessee State
Library and Archives.
Searcy was buried a Confederate soldier and received
pensions for his dedicated
and honorary service to the
United Confederate Veterans,
and to his country until his
death at the age of 91.
The Chattanooga Confederate
Cemetery is the final resting
place for nearly 44,ooo veterans and is the only national
cemetery in Tennessee containing the remains of legendary heroes of war from The
War Between the States,
World War I and II. Before
this discovery, there has not
been record of any other misplaced grave sites at the Chattanooga Confederate Cemetery.
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Our Commanders’ Comments
Southern Ladies
and Gentlemen,

As we go into the
final month before the Georgia
Division reunion,
let me thank each
one of you that
worked hard to bring it to pass. I’m
sure that we will all enjoy it. 2016
stands to be one of the best Division
reunions ever.
Those of you that were at the May
meeting were treated to a very good
program. Cindy Goldthwaite and Lee
Joyner presented a subject of the youth
during the War for Southern Independ-

ence. Both Cindy and Lee are American History teachers. You can tell they
are both well versed in the history of
our nation. They came upon the idea of
teaching history from the perspective
of the young people during the War.
Some of their subjects were Jesse
James, Emma Sansom and young soldiers during the War. Their students
can better identify with the subject that
way. We’re all encouraged when we
hear about teachers this day and age
with talent like that.
Our hats are off to Past Commander
Tommy Cook for arranging to have
them visit us.

By: Commander John Maxey

selves to our community here in Conyers.
We talked about having a clothes closet
and a food pantry to help out when needed. We’ll get all of this before the camp
before we make a final decision. Don
Meyer, our Camp Press Secretary, has
been heading this up. Our hats are off to
Don and Eleanor for their efforts.
Our next meeting will be on June 7th, at
7:30 PM. One week early. It will give us
time to do a last minute check of things to
do before the Convention on June 11th.
All of you have done a fantastic job to
bring this about. Hope to see each of you
there.
Until then have a “Dixie” day,

We had a short Officers meeting to
discuss how we can better present our-

John Maxey, Cmdr.

13th Brigade Commander Seeks Re-election
By: 13th Brigade Commander Steve Camp

Gentlemen of the 13th
Brigade
It has been my honor to
serve as your Brigade
Commander these past
two years. The most
rewarding part of serv-

ing in this position has been the opportunity
to meet many of you. The level of activity
and the dedication of each Camp to preserve
the memory of our ancestors and the Cause
for which they fought has truly been outstanding. This has been a learning and enjoyable experience for me. With your vote
and support it would be my honor to serve
another term as your Brigade Commander. I

hope to see each of you in June at
the Georgia Division Reunion proudly hosted by the 13ths own Confederate Memorial
Camp 1432 and the Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler Camp 863.
Live The Charge
Steve

Tailgating Gone Wrong! First Battle of Manassas or Bull Run
“Through Teen Eyes” Curriculum Example
When Southerners fired on Fort Sumter
in April 1861, Lincoln called for threemonth volunteers to fight the rebellion.
Many thousands responded. Northerners
thought that Gen. Irvin McDowell’s
army of these volunteers would go “On
to Richmond!” to take the Confederate
capital. They were certain of victory, so
a number of politicians and female
guests packed picnics and went out from
Washington, D.C. in carriages, to watch
the upcoming battle of July 21, 1861. At
first it appeared that the Northern troops
would indeed secure a bold victory as
the enemy was being pushed back,

From www.throughteeneyes.com website

prompting cheers and shouts from the
spectators, but fate would instead smile
on the Southern force. Rallied by the
stand of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson’s
Virginia soldiers and the timely arrival
of General Johnston’s reinforcements
by rail from the Shenandoah Valley, the
Union advance stalled and soon became
a rout. The civilians fled to save their
lives and to avoid capture. New York
Congressman Alfred Ely was captured
and spent about six months as a prisoner of war. The people of the Union began to understand that the war would
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not be the quick victory over the rebels
that they had thought.
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Controlled Burns at Gettysburg
From the 911 Photography website

On April 16, 2016 the Gettysburg
National Park Service conducted a
“prescribed burn” of sections of the

historic battlefield in its planned controlled burn to clear fields of brush. The
burns are called prescribed because

there is a prescription of weather conditions fire specialists need to adhere to
that involve wind, temperature, and relative humidity.
911 Photography cameraman Chris Eiker
captured this photo from atop Little
Round Top, looking out over Devils Den
toward Confederate Avenue, along with
other shots of the burn being conducted
by the National Park Service burn specialists.
The burn was conducted to control invasive exotic species, reduce plant overgrowth and maintain wildlife habitat as
well as open up the landscape for tourists.

Ringgold Gap

Battle summary by the National Parks Service

5th Battle of the WBTS in Georgia
Other Name: Taylor's Ridge
Campaign: Chattanooga-Ringgold
Campaign
Date(s): November 27, 1863
Principal Commanders:
Major General Joseph Hooker [US]
Major General Patrick Cleburne [CS]
Forces Engaged:

Estimated Casualties: 728 total
(US 507; CS 221;)
Description:
Following the Union victory at Missionary
Ridge and the Rebel retreat, Yankee troops
set out in pursuit. Maj. Gen. Patrick
Cleburne's command fell back to Ringgold
Gap where the Western & Atlantic Railroad passed through Taylor's Ridge. Maj.
Gen. Joseph B. Hooker sent his force forward to seize the ridge, which it failed to
do after five hours of heavy fighting.

Union: Division from the 4th, 11th,
12th and 15th New York Corps.

Results:

CSA:

Confederate Victory

Col. Hiram Grandbury’s Bri
gade and the 16th Alabama
Infantry

CWSAC Reference #: GA005
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New York Monument at
Ringgold Gap

Cleburne Monument at
Ringgold Gap
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The Last Meeting
by David Markiewicz
/ The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
By; J. H.
Underwood,
editor

Our last meeting was Tuesday, May 10,
2016 at the Masonic lodge. After Chaplin Cornwell gave the invocation, and
the pledge of allegiance to the US and
Georgia flags and a salute to the Confederate flag were presented, Quartermaster
Tommy Cook introduced our guest
speakers.
They were Mr. Lee Joyner and Ms. Cindy Goldthwaite, both teachers and historians, creators of the “TTE”
(Through Teen Eyes) curriculum. (See

last months issue of “Gen. Joe’s Dispatch” for short biographies of Lee and
Cindy.) Through Teen Eyes Curriculum was written by Lee and Cindy to
spark teenagers interest in history by

passing on first hand stories of teens who
lived through historical events. Even
though the curriculum covers many historical periods, much of it covers the War Between the States period. (1861 - 1865).
For more about Lee and Cindy’s work visit
their website at www.throughteeneyes.com
where you can also read some of the teens
stories. It is our hope that Lee and Cindy
will be successful getting their curriculum
accepted by school systems everywhere.
Thank you, Quartermaster Cook, for arranging these educators as guest speakers at
this meeting.
Other business covered at the meeting included an update as to where we stand as
co-host of the 119th annual Georgia Division Reunion as well as a report on the
condition of the cemeteries that we keep
up. It was determined that the cemeteries
need cutting and I am happy to report that
on Wednesday, May 11th, Compatriot
Jimmy Chappell started cutting the Middle-
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brooks cemetery. On Friday the 13th,
Jimmy returned with a crew of five and
completed the task. Thanks Jimmy,
Chaplin Larry Cornwell, 1st. Lt. Commander Jerry New, Compatriot Brent
Boling and Past Commander Joe Underwood for a job well done.
Don’t forget, our June meeting has been
moved up to the first Tuesday, June 7,
2016, in order to discuss our role in the
Georgia Division Reunion which will be
on Friday and Saturday, June 10th and
11th.
Please make every effort to be present.

