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Illinois for exchange. He then
rejoined his regiment.
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2nd. Lt. Cmdr: Mark Camp

The winter of 1862-63 was spent
by the 37th Alabama in Mississippi, then retreated from Holly
Springs and then at Chickasaw
Bayou. In early 1863 the unit
fought at Port Gibson and Baker's
Creek, Mississippi with severe
losses. The regiment then soon
sent to Vicksburg and shared the
perils of that long siege where it
was captured on July 4, 1863
with the entire garrison. Our
Private Calhoun again became a
prisoner of Union forces. The
Vicksburg garrison surrendered
on July 4, 1863. Private Calhoun
was soon paroled on July 9th,
1863 and spent a short time in
parole camp at Demopolis, Alabama until officially paroled.
Soon ordered to the Army of
Tennessee, the regiment lost
heavily at Lookout Mountain,
Tennessee and a substantial number at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee.

2nd_Lt. Cmdr@campjoewheeler.org

Camp Adjutant: Steve Camp
Adjutant@campjoewheeler.org

Editor: J. H. Underwood
joe@jonesmetalmolding.com

Headstone at Oxford shows:
UNKNOWN
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Actually:
JOHN J. CALHOUN
COMPANY I
37th ALABAMA INFANTRY
This soldier enlisted as a private
on March 6, 1861 at LaFayette,
Chambers County, Alabama in
Captain Talbot's Company, Alabama Volunteers. This company
subsequently became Company I
of the 37th Alabama Infantry Regiment on April 28, 1862 on official
muster-in date of April 28, 1862.
The 37th Alabama Infantry soon
moved from Auburn, Alabama to
Columbus, Mississippi and then to
Tupelo, Mississippi. The regiment
was engaged at Iuka Mississippi in
its first battle with light loss. The
unit soon fought at Corinth, Mississippi suffering heavy casualties
and where Private John J. Calhoun
was captured in September 1862.
Private Calhoun was sent as a
prisoner to Camp Douglas, Illinois
on September 25, 1862. His prisoner record shows him to be age
30, 6' 2” tall, grey eyes, black hair,
dark complexion and his occupation was farmer. He was quickly
sent from Camp Douglas, Illinois
on September 29, 1862 to Cairo,

The 37th Alabama wintered near
Dalton, Georgia. In early 1864,
the 37th Alabama fought at Mill
creek Gap, Resaca, Noonday
Creek, Kennesaw Mountain and a
long series of battles around Atlanta. The colors of the 37th Alabama floated at the front, as its
long list of casualties shows. In
one charge near Atlanta, the commander of the regiment along
with 40 men were killed outright
out of 300 men present. The regiment went on to serve until the
final surrender in North Carolina
with only 300 men of the original
1,100 with which it original took
to the field but our Private Cal-
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houn was not with them
It has not been determined when
Private John J. Calhoun was
wounded but was likely during
the fighting near Resaca, Georgia.. Samuel Stout hospital records show Private J.J. Calhoun,
Company I, 37th Alabama was
admitted to the hospital on May
29, 1864 and that he died of
Uremia (evidently a form of
infection) on June 22, 1864 at
the Hood Hospital at Oxford,
Georgia. His archives soldier
record shows he died on June 20,
1864 from wounds. It is assumed
that his wound became infected
causing his death. His soldier
record did not show where he
died but the place of death was
identified from the Samuel Stout
hospital records.
John J. Calhoun was born about
1831 in South Carolina to
Charles Calhoun (b. 1798 – d.
before 1860) and Ann Calhoun
(b. abt 1798 – d. unknown). John
reportedly had thirteen siblings
to include six sisters and six
brothers. It appears three of his
brothers served in other Alabama
units. Since John was still living
with his parents according to the
1860 census, it is assumed that
he was not married.
There are few known researchers
of this family and although they
appear to know John J. Calhoun
died in the war, they seem not to
know where he died and where
he is buried. The service of this
Confederate soldier needs to be
recognized and it is good that we
and his family members at least
know he received a decent burial
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Our Commanders’ Comments
October 2016

nis back again.

Southern Ladies
and Gentlemen,

The Conyers Old Town Festival went off
very well. Early on Saturday morning as
we loaded up the booth supplies, there
were members there helping. Some of
you stayed half a day, some of you stayed
the whole day. Your Cmdr. is very proud
of each one of you. They were Mark
Camp, Jerry New. Brent Boling, Tony
Ford, Tommy Cook, Jimmy Chappell,

As all of you
know by now,
October was a
really good month
for us here at
Camp#863. At our
October meeting
we heard a program given by Mr. Dennis
Elm, a member of the Stone Mountain
Memorial Camp. He spoke about WBTS
photography, and he had a collection to
go along with it. He had some one-of-akind pictures that were not only very rare
but historical. He not only has a great
collection but a wealth of knowledge to
go along with it. We’ll have to have Den-

By: Commander John Maxey

Gene Wade, Mike Sewick, Don and Elanor
Meyers, Mike Griffin, Mike and Martha
Coker and Russel Toning.
I believe we were very well received by the
Festival. We sold $144.00 worth of flags,
books and stickers. Several of the people
who stopped by our booth are going to be at
our November 8th meeting. This is because
the Southern Gentlemen working the booth
were Gentlemen indeed. The day was a great
day for Southern P.R.
Our next meeting will be on Nov. 8th. Our
speaker that evening will be Mr. Brad Quinlin, he will give us a program on Georgia
Hospitals during the War. I know you’ll
enjoy hearing it. I look forward to seeing
you there.
Till then have a “Dixie” day,
John Maxey, Cmdr. #863

The Second Battle of Winchester
The Confederate Victory that opened the Door to Gettysburg
June 1863. The
Gettysburg Campaign is underway.
Robert E. Lee’s
Army of Northern
Virginia is pushing northward
through the Shenandoah Valley
toward Pennsylvania, and only one
significant force
stands in its way:
Maj. Gen. Robert
H. Milroy’s Union
division of the Eighth Army Corps, in the
vicinity of Winchester and Berryville, Virginia. What happened next is the subject of
the provocative new book The Second Battle
of Winchester: The Confederate Victory
That Opened the Door to Gettysburg, June
13-15, 1863.
Despite being heavily outnumbered, General
Milroy defied repeated instructions to withdraw his command even as the overpowering
Second Corps under Lt. Gen. Richard Ewell
approached within striking distance. The
veteran Indiana politician-turned-soldier was
convinced the enemy consisted of nothing
more than cavalry or was simply a feint.

Milroy’s controversial decision to stand and
fight pitted his outnumbered and largely
inexperienced men against some of Lee’s
finest veterans. The complex and fascinating maneuvering and fighting that followed
on June 13-15 cost Milroy hundreds of
killed and wounded and some 4,000 captured (about one-half of his command), with
the remainder of his command routed from
the battlefield. The combat cleared the
northern end of the Shenandoah Valley of
Federal troops, demonstrated Lee could
obtain supplies on the march, justified the
elevation of General Ewell to replace the
recently deceased Stonewall Jackson―and
sent shockwaves through the Northern
states.
Today, the Second Battle of Winchester is
largely forgotten. But in June 1863, the
politically charged front-page news caught
President Lincoln and the War Department
by surprise and forever tarnished Milroy’s
career. The beleaguered Federal soldiers
who fought there spent a lifetime seeking
redemption, arguing their three-day “forlorn
hope” delayed the Rebels long enough to
allow the Army of the Potomac to arrive
and defeat Lee at Gettysburg. For the Confederates, the decisive leadership on display
outside Winchester proved an illusion that
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Book Report by Amazon

masked significant command issues buried
within the upper echelons of Stonewall Jackson’s former corps that would only make
themselves known in the earliest days of July
on a different battlefield.
Award-winning authors Eric J. Wittenberg and
Scott L. Mingus Sr. combined their researching and writing talents to produce the most indepth and comprehensive study of Second
Winchester ever written. Their balanced effort,
based upon scores of archival and previously
unpublished diaries, newspaper accounts, letter collections, other firsthand sources, and a
deep familiarity with the terrain in and around
Winchester and the lower Shenandoah Valley,
explores the battle from every perspective.
The Second Battle of Winchester is comprehensive, highly readable, deeply researched,
and immensely interesting. Now, finally, the
pivotal battle in the Shenandoah Valley that
opened the door to Gettysburg has the book it
has long deserved.
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Cannon Balls washed up
on Folly Beach
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Post on Fox News Website, October 8, 2016

A bomb squad was at a South Carolina beach on Sunday after Hurricane
Matthew apparently unearthed old
Civil War cannonballs from the sand.
Charleston County Sheriff's spokesman Maj. Eric Watson said in a news
release that the cannon balls were
found on Folly Beach Sunday afternoon, but bomb squad members
couldn't get to it immediately because
of the rising tide.
Once the ocean level goes down,
Watson said technicians would render
the cannonballs safe. He warned residents might hear a small boom.

New Hope Church
10th Battle of the WBTS

Battle summary by the National Parks Service

Other Name: None

Description:

Results:

Campaign: Morgan's Raid Into
Kentucky

After Johnston retreated to Allatoona Pass on May 19-20, Sherman decided that he would most
likely pay dearly for attacking
Johnston there, so he determined
to move around Johnston's left
flank and steal a march toward
Dallas. Johnston anticipated Sherman's move and met the Union
forces at New Hope Church. Sherman mistakenly surmised that
Johnston had a token force and
ordered Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker's
corps to attack. This corps was
severely mauled. On the 26th,
both sides en-trenched, and skirmishing continued throughout the
day. Actions the next day in this
area are discussed under Pickett's
Mills.

Confederate Victory

Date(s): May 20-26, 1864
Principal Commanders:
General William Sherman
[US]
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph
Johnston [CS]
Forces Engaged:
Estimated Casualties:
1015 total (US 665; CS
350;)
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CWSAC Reference #:
GA010

Cleburne Monument at
Ringgold Gap
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The Last Meeting
by David Markiewicz
/ The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
By: J. H.
Underwood,
editor

Our meeting
on October
11, 2016
featured
guest speaker
Dennis Elm,
Compatriot
from The
Confederate
Memorial
Camp 1432
in Stone
Mountain, who shared with us a small
but overwhelming portion of his enormous collection of rare photographs
from the War Between the States.
Among them was
this rare photo of
Maj. Gen. Joseph
Wheeler and another one of General J. E. B. Stew-

art in his Confederate
uniform. The collection also included one
from July 7, 1865 of
the execution by hanging of Mary Surratt,
Lewis Powel, David
Herold and George
Atzerodt for their part
in the Lincoln assignation.
Dennis’ collection included many more
photos of famous and unknown soldiers,
Union and Confederate, and scenes from
battlefields and other events of the War
Between the States. It
also included many photos of Gen. George
Armstrong Custer, before and after the war,
and an actual button
from Custer’s uniform.
Dennis presented Commander Maxey
and Past Commander Underwood with
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Photographs of
General Robert E.
Lee. Thank you
Dennis for sharing
this part of your
collection and we
look forward to seeing more of it in the
near future.
The meeting was well attended with 21
present including two of our ladies and
one guest Compatriot, Mr. Steven Dawson, from the Maj. William Simons
Camp 96 from
Lawrenceville.
Our next meeting is
November 8, 2016
at 7:30 pm as usual.
I am sure Commander Maxey will
have an interesting
agenda, so don’t
miss it.

