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Actually: 

ROBERT GILLILAND 

COMPANY B 

1ST CONFEDERATE INFAN-

TRY REGIMENT 

 

 

Robert Gilliland enlisted as a pri-

vate on February 1, 1864 in Com-

pany B, 1st Confederate Regiment. 

This regiment served as a Confed-

erate government regiment. The 1st 

Confederate Infantry, formed in 

January 1862 had its roots in and 

was commonly known as the 

Georgia 36th (Villepigue's), 1st 

Villepigue's Battalion, the Missis-

sippi and Georgia Regiment and 

was originally started as the 1st 

Georgia Infantry Battalion. Alt-

hough some of the men came from 

Mississippi, the majority came 

from northwest Georgia. Men in 

Company B ( Ringgold Volun-

teers) came mostly from Catoosa 

County. With most of the men 

being from northwest Georgia, 

they ended up fighting near their 

own homes as Sherman invaded 

their county on his way to pillage 

Atlanta. It is reported that the 

wives and children of some of the 

soldiers of the regiment, mainly 

from the Powder Springs area, 

returned from the war only to find 

their families had been abducted 

from the Roswell and Sweetwater 

Mills and shipped north, most to 

January 2017 

at Covington, Ga dated July 29, 

1864 states “Gilliland Robt, pvt, 

1st Confed, Co D, admitted July 

28 for vul sclopett (Vulnus sclo-

peticum) died August 2, 1864. 

Effects, 1 knapsack,1 jacket, 1 pr 

pants, 2 shirts, 1 hat”. If private 

Gilliland was admitted to the 

Covington hospital on July 28, 

1864 then that would indicate 

that he was probably shot while 

in the trenches around Atlanta. 

Note that Union General Garrard 

had raided and burned part of the 

Covington hospital complex just 

the week before (July 20-24, 

1864). 

 

The regiment, formed in January 

1862 participated in the bom-

bardment of Pensacola and Fort 

McRae Florida, Corinth, the 

Atlanta Campaign, Nashville, 

Franklin, the Carolinas Cam-

paign and Bentonville. Our Pri-

vate Robert Gilliland served only 

a brief seven months but that 

was during the numerous deadly 

battles for Atlanta. 

 

There are few researchers of this 

Gilliland family so most geneal-

ogy information was obtained 

from census records. United 

States census records for 1850 

indicate that Robert was the 

youngest of eight children. Rob-

ert had four sisters: Susan (b. 

1831), Emily (b.1833), Eveline 

(b.1837), and Nancy (b.1844). 

Robert had three brothers: 

Franklin (b.1835), William 

(b.1838) and Samuel (b.1840). 

All three brothers also served in 

the Confederate army. Like our 

subject Robert, his brothers Sam-

uel and Franklin served in the 1st 

Confederate Infantry. Brother 

William 
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Unknown Soldiers of Covington 

and Oxford   

never be heard from again. The 

story of the Roswell and Sweet-

water Mill workers is one of the 

outrages committed by invading 

northern armies against civilians 

and which grossly violated the 

“Lieber Code”, an early version 

of the Geneva Conventions. 

 

Based or census records, Robert 

Gilliland was only about age 17 

when he enlisted on February 1, 

1864 but sadly he was dead only 

seven months later. Perhaps he 

was 18 when he died. 

 

Researching the family of Robert 

Gilliland was difficult because 

census records and other records 

show different spellings such as 

Gellelan, Gillilan and Gilliland. 

In addition, there was another 

Gilliland family in the area, prob-

ably cousins. Robert Gilliland 

enlisted as a private in Company 

B, 1st Confederate Regiment at 

Tunnel Hill Georgia on February 

1, 1864. The Army of Tennessee, 

of which the 1st Confederate Reg-

iment was a part, was in winter 

quarters near Dalton, Georgia at 

the time so the military training 

for Private Gilliland would have 

been brief because the fighting 

restarted in early May, 1864 at 

nearby Dalton. The regiment 

fought in many of the battles 

during the Atlanta Campaign and 

it is unknown when Robert was 

wounded. The July-August mus-

ter roll for Company B states that 

he was “Absent. wounded and 

sent to hospital”. His soldier 

record shows he became de-

ceased on August 2, 1864 at 

“Consolidated Hospital, Coving-

ton, Ga”. The July 29, 1864 reg-

ister for the Confederate hospital 

4th & 5th Unknown Soldiers in a 
series by;  Compatriot Gene 
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ry Cornwell as our Chaplin, Don Meyer as 

our Press Secretary, Hal Doby as our Web-

master, and Joe Underwood as our Newslet-

ter Editor. We all need to make sure that 

these men have our support, as these are 

politically correct times in which we live and 

they are openly hostile to all things South-

ern. 

  

 I wish each of you a safe and pleasant New 

Year, and I look forward to seeing all of you 

at the Lee-Jackson on the 21st of Jan. 

 

Until then have a “Dixie” day, 

  

John Maxey, Cmdr. 

the South’s Navy was much more ad-

vanced and resourceful than we had im-

agined. The South’s Navy had very well 

qualified officers and men, it was by no 

means a pushover. We tip our hats to Mr. 

Glover for a wonderful photo view and 

lecture on the South’s Navy. 

  

We also elected new Officers for the 

2017-2018 term at the Camp. Our Camp 

also chose and elected a Compatriot of 

the year and a Person of the year. Both 

will be presented at the Lee-Jackson Din-

ner on Jan. 21st. I feel that these new 

officers are well equipped to lead the 

Camp. With Mark Camp as our new com-

mander, Steve Camp as our Adjutant, 

Jimmy Chappell as our 1st Lt. Cmdr. 

Tommy Cook as our 2nd Lt. Cmdr., Lar-

Southern Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

  

I do hope that 

each of you en-

joyed a wonderful 

and blessed 

Christmas. We can 

all celebrate our 

Holiday here in 

the sunny South. None of us will miss 

the two feet of snow and ice they have in 

the frozen North. 

  

Our December meeting went very well. 

Our guest speaker was Mr. Ross Glover, 

his subject that night was the Confeder-

ate Navy. We learned that evening that 

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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Arkansas command. 

 

Before the Greer brothers joined the regiment, 

the regiment had already fought at Corinth, 

where they captured a Yankee artillery battery, 

and Holly Springs, Mississippi. John and 

Thomas, joining the regiment in January 1863, 

likely soon fought at Thompson Springs 

(March 1863) and Franklin 

(1st battle, April 1863) Tennessee. Fighting at 

Tullahoma (June 1863) and Chicamauga, 

Georgia soon followed in Sept 1863. The 3rd 

Arkansas Cavalry was soon involved in the 

siege of Chattanooga (Sept-Nov 1863). The 

cavalry regiment was involved in scouting and 

reconnaissance during the numerous battles 

leading up to the battle for Atlanta.. During 

their assignments in Mississippi, Tennessee, 

Alabama and Georgia the 3rd Arkansas Caval-

ry first served in Nathan Bedford Forrest's 

cavalry and then after the regiment moved into 

Georgia in 1863 served under the Command of 

Maj.General Joseph Wheeler where their spe-

cialty was smashing railroads and bridges and 

generally wrecking havoc among Union caval-

ry. Their battles were too many to list here but 

involved many of the battles for Atlanta. The 

3rd Arkansas Cavalry was said to be one of the 

favorites of Maj. Gen Joseph Wheeler. The 3rd 

Arkansas Cavalry Regiment was a battle-

By: Commander John Maxey 

Continued on page 3. 

served in the 39th Georgia Infantry. All three 

brothers survived the war but brother Samu-

el, captured near Atlanta on July 20, 1864, 

was sent to the deadly Camp Douglas, Illi-

nois where he “galvanized” and enlisted in 

the Union Army eight months later on 

March 24, 1865 to serve on the the western 

frontier in the U.S. Army. (It should be not-

ed that Camp Douglas was one of the select-

ed northern prison camps involved in 

“enticing” volunteers by withholding food 

and other necessities, so criticism of his 

actions should be tempered. In any event, 

Samuel deserted the Union Army five 

months later after the war ended and evi-

dently returned to Georgia. 

 

The parents of our Robert Gilliland were 

Thomas Gilliland (abt 1800-?) and Diona 

Gilliland (b abt 1805-?) Members of this 

family were born in South Carolina and 

emigrated to Georgia between 1845 and 

1850. The 1850 census, the first census to 

list all family members by name, lists ten 

members of this family by name but it ap-

pears there were other children born earlier 

as indicated by the 1840 census and who had 

left the family home before 1850. 

 

Finally, the final resting place of Robert 

Gilliland is known. It appears that he never 

married and had children but he deserves 

our respect. Robert Gilliland also deserves 

to be remembered. 

 

 

Headstone at Oxford 

shows: 

UNKNOWN 

 

Actually: 

S. JOHN GREER 

3rd ARKANSAS 

CAVALRY REGI-

MENT 

 

It is unfortunate that the few researchers of 

this branch of the Greer family know little 

of this Confederate soldier. Perhaps it is 

because he died at the young age of perhaps 

age 20 and likely never married and had a 

family. His military record shows only that 

his name is S. J. Greer but 1850 census 

records indicate that the J stands for John. 

 

S. J. (John) Greer enlisted January 12, 1863 

at Camden, Ouchita County, Arkansas in 

Company A of the 3rd Arkansas Cavalry 

Regiment along with his older brother 

Thomas F Greer. Although the regiment 

always had a manpower problem, it partici-

pated in more engagements than any other 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington         

and Oxford   4th & 5th Unknown Soldiers in a 
series by;  Compatriot Gene 
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hardened force that served bravely until 

the regiment surrendered in North Caroli-

na on April 26, 1865. At the time of Lee's 

surrender, the 3rd Arkansas was on patrol 

in South Carolina and when ordered to 

surrender to the nearest Union outpost 

many of the soldiers refused to do so and 

started home to Arkansas. Alas, private 

Greer did not survive past July 29, 1864. 

 

Hospital records for the Hood Hospital at 

Oxford, Georgia are incomplete but show 

that Greer, J., Pvt, 3 Ark Cav, was admit-

ted July 28, 1864 for Febris Typhoids 

(actually an unexplained fever with not 

much temperature and slow pulse). Who 

knows what his actual problem was but 

was possibly a disease or perhaps an in-

fection caused by a wound. Proper diag-

nosis during this era was often a guess and 

only one symptom was usually listed as a 

cause of death. 

 

Private S. John Greer, according to Hood 

Hospital records, died on July 29, 1864. 

This hospital record also show “Effects 

taken by brother”. This brother would 

have been Thomas F. Greer who enlisted 
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with John on January 12, 1863. John Greer's 

service lasted for a year and a half of heavy 

service. One can only imagine the grief of 

the brother Thomas as he gathered the few 

meager belongings of his dead brother. 

 

S. John Greer's first name cannot be deter-

mined for sure but a receipt for pay (Jan 

1864) indicates his first name may have been 

Samuel but the document is so faded that it 

cannot be relied on to definitively say his 

name was Samuel so we will simply refer to 

him as John. 

 

S. John Greer was born about 1843 in Ten-

nessee to William Greer (b.abt 1805 -d. 

1885) and Tempy Brown Greer (b. abt 1832- 

d. 1883). The father was born in South Caro-

lina and the mother was born in North Caro-

lina according to the 1850 census. William 

and Tempy married in North Carolina and 

then moved to Tennessee where they had 

most of their children, then moved to Ala-

bama for a few years and finally settled in 

Arkansas about 1860. Our John Greer ap-

pears to have had four brothers and four 

sisters according to most family researchers. 

His brothers were Thomas F. (b. Jan 1829-d. 

aft 1890), Henry A. (b. abt 1832-d. Unk), 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington            

and Oxford   
4th & 5th Unknown Soldiers in a series 

by;  Compatriot Gene Wade 

Other Name: 

New Hope Church, Pumpkin Creek 

Campaign: 

Morgan's Raid Into Kentucky 

Date(s):  May 28, 1864 

Principal Commanders: 

General William Sherman [US]  Lt. Colonel 

Joseph Johnston [CS]  

Estimated Casualties: 

1880 total (US 380; CS 1500;) 

Description:  Johnston's army fell back from 

the vicinity of Cassville-Kinston, first to 

Allatoona Pass and then to the Dallas area 

and entrenched. Sherman's army tested the 

Rebel line while entrenching themselves. 

The Battle of Dallas occurred on May 28 

when Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee's corps 

probed the Union defensive line, held by 

Maj. Gen. John A. Logan's Army of the 

Tennessee corps, to exploit any weakness or 

possible withdrawal. Fighting ensued at two 

different points, but the Rebels were re-

pulsed, suffering high casualties. Sherman 

continued looking for a way around John-

ston's line, and, on June 1, his cavalry occu-

pied Allatoona Pass, which had a railroad 

and would allow his men and supplies to 

reach him by train. Sherman abandoned his 

lines at Dallas on June 5 and moved toward 

the railhead at Allatoona Pass forcing John-

ston to follow soon afterwards. 

Results: 

Union Victory 

 

 

 

 

Dallas         
12th Battle of the WBTS in Georgia 

Battle summary by the National Parks Service 

Ozias (b. April 1844-d. 1912) and David (b. 

abt 1846-d. Aft 1900). The sisters of our John 

Greer were Nancy (b. abt 1836-d. unk), 

Emeline (b. abt 1839-d. Unk), Elizabeth (b. 

abt 1841-d. unk) and Mary (b.abt 1849-d. 

Unk). It is possible that their were additional 

children: John Bullard (b. abt 1844-d. 1885, 

Caroline (b. abt 1857-d. Aft 1885 and Ahda-

nias (son) (b. abt 1857-d. Aft 1880). 

 

As previously mentioned, John Greer served 

in the 3rd Arkansas with his brother Thomas 

who picked up John's belongings when John 

died. It appears that brother Ozias served in 

the 36th Arkansas Infantry. Brothers Thomas 

and Ozias both survived the war. Confederate 

service for the other brothers cannot be posi-

tively identified. 

 

Although researchers of 

this branch of the Greer 

family are few and 

know little of our sub-

ject S. John Greer, we 

should recognize that 

this soldier did in fact 

exist and gave his life in 

defense of his state and 

his country. 

Cleburne Monument at 

Ringgold Gap 
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The new officers are; 

Commander  . . . . . . . . . .  Mark Camp 

Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Steve Camp 

1st. Lt. Cmdr. . . . . . . Jimmy Chappell  

2nd. Lt. Cmdr. . . . . . . . . Tommy Cook  

Chaplin . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Cornwell  

Press Secretary . . . . . . . . . Don Meyer  

Webmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hal Doby  

Newsletter Editor. . . . Joe Underwood 

Compatriot of the Year and Person of 

the year were also elected and will be 

announced at the Lee-Jackson Dinner. 

Our Lee-Jackson Dinner is set for Sat-

urday January 21, 2017 at 7:00 pm at 

the Masonic Lodge where the new of-

ficers will be installed.   Please 

R.S.V.P. your reservation for this event 

by e-mail to 

joe@jonesmetalmolding.com or by 

phone at 678-898-8393 by January 10, 

2017.  Hope to see you there.  

 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

December 13, 2016;  Our  last meet-

ing we were honored by the presents 

of our guest speaker, Mr. Ross Glover, 

author and editor of “Confederate Na-

vy Stories: by the men who lived 

them”.  Mr. Glover’s book, in his own 

words, is described as; 

The Last Meeting 

“They were called pirates, war criminals 

and other unflattering things, but the 

officers and men of the Confederate Navy 

will be remembered as gentlemen warri-

ors. The twenty navy stories in this book 

are told by the men who took part in de-

veloping defensive and offensive weap-

ons. Inventors of the submerged contact 

mine and constructors of ironclad rams 

take a prominent place in these narra-

tives.” 

Thank you Mr. Glover for presenting 

your program to Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863. 

In other business at the meeting elections 

for 2017/2018 camp officers were held.  

Commander Maxey called for any new 

nominations, and their being none, a mo-

tion to close the nominations was made, 

seconded and passed by the members 

present.  Their being no opposition to any 

nominated officer the slate of officers 

was elected by acclamation. 

By: J. H. Underwood, editor 


