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Inside this issue: 

For the first time since the dis-
appearance of the H.L. Hunley, 
experts are closer than ever 
before to seeing the Confeder-
ate submarine as it originally 
appeared in 1864.  
 
Following a lengthy and ongo-
ing effort to restore and pre-
serve the first successful com-
bat submarine, a team at Clem-
son University’s Warren Lasch 

July 2017 

will be visible. The features 
that were hidden before are 
now exposed. Basically, it 
looks like a submarine now 
more than ever.” 
 
Among the most significant 
discoveries is the tooth of 
crewmember Frank Collins, 
which had detached after his 
death and lodged in a layer of 
corrosion inside the subma-
rine. Collins’ remains were 
buried in 2004 along with his 
seven fellow crewmates. The 
discovery was not a total sur-
prise as researchers noticed 
several teeth missing from 
Collins’ remains at the time of 
the burial.  

While the ultimate goal at the 
Warren Lasch Conservation 
Center is to restore the Hunley 
to its original state and display 
the submarine to the public, 
there remains a considerable 
amount of mystery surround-
ing the sinking of the vessel 
following an attack on the 
Union ship USS Housatonic. 
 
“There’s still a lot of things 
we don’t understand about 
how the submarine worked 
and about what happened the 
night of the attack on Feb. 17, 

Coming Events 

July 11, 2017 - Regular  Meet-
ing of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 
Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

August 8, 2017 - Regular  
Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 
Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

 

 

 

Restoration Reveals New Look 
Inside the Hunley  

Conservation Center revealed 
the inner workings of the 
Hunley on Wednesday. Soak-
ing the vessel in low concen-
trations of sodium hydroxide 
has allowed researchers to 
slowly break away the tough 
layers of sand, sediments, and 
corrosion that accumulated on 
the Hunley over the 136 years 
that it spent submerged off the 
coast of Charleston. This ef-
fort has revealed the structural 
features of the Civil War sub-
marine and provided experts 
with a better view of the inte-
rior of the vessel. 

“The hull is exposed in its 
entirety on the exterior, so 
they’re going to be able to see 
the submarine as it was origi-
nally constructed. It looks like 
a submarine now as opposed 
to a corroded artifact,” said 
Clemson archeologist Michael 
Scafuri, who has been work-
ing on the Hunley since 2000. 
“The design of the submarine 

Article from Charleston City 
Paper by Dustin Waters. 

Continued on page 3. 
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read. 

Future speakers I have coming include 
Charles Lunsford, and Ga. Division Com-
mander Scott Gilbert. I still have November 
and December dates open, so if anyone has 
someone in mind that they would like to 
come be a guest speaker, please, let me 
know. 

Until then, 

For the Southern Cause, 

Mark Camp  

Commander  

happened at the reunion. All amendments 
to the by-laws failed except for  

1, that the members of the EC could use 
email as a form of communication to 
conduct business. 

At the last meeting I had the honor of 
swearing in our newest member, Mr. 
Earvin-Lee-Joyner Jr , let's all welcome 
him into our camp. 

This month we will have as our guest 
speaker, Mr. Steve Davis, who  wrote the 
book, “What the Yankees did to Us- 
Sherman’s Bombardment and Wrecking 
of Atlanta” . He has written a new book, 
which he will have on hand for sale for 
$15.00 . Mr. Davis is quite knowledgea-
ble on the history of Atlanta and I'm sure 
that his new book will be an interesting 

Southern Ladies, and fel-
low Compatriots,  

My how time flies. It 
seems like just last month 
I was elected as Com-
mander, but it's now been 
6 months.  

Last month was the 120th Ga. Division 
Reunion. For those who attended I Thank
-You. The 13th Brigade had 17 of 27 
delegates attend. And I'm proud to an-
nounce that my brother, Steve Camp was 
re-elected as our 13th Brigade Command-
er. Be sure to congratulate him the next 
time you see him. 

Just a few days later we had our monthly 
meeting and we discussed what  

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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pital, Covington, Georgia. The last 
accounting record of his pay and allow-
ances show that at the time of his death, 
he was age 18, stood at 5 feet, 6 inches, 
was of fair complexion and had blue eyes. 
He was a farmer and was due $117.60 for 
risk of horse. This soldier's father, James 
B Saunders filed for unpaid pay and al-
lowances submitting a statement that his 
son James D. Saunders left behind no 
wife or chile. It can be safely assumed 
that our soldier is in the Confederate 
Cemetery at Oxford, Georgia and rests 
under an unknown headstone. At the time 
of his death, the regiment was known as 
Perrin's Cavalry Regiment and wasn't re-
designated as the 11th Mississippi Cavalry 
Regiment until March 1865, after the 
death of our soldier, but since most rec-
ords for the regiment to include this sol-
diers', he is being considered a member of 
the 11th Mississippi Cavalry Regiment 
(Perrin's). 
 
Our James D. Saunders was born in Win-
ston County, Mississippi, about 1846 to 
James B. Saunders (1814-1899) and Anna 
Eliza McGee Saunders 

By: Commander Mark Camp 

Continued on page 3. 

Headstone at Oxford 
shows: 
UNKNOWN 
 
Actually: 
JAMES D. SAUN-
DERS 
COMPANY D 
11th MISSISSIPPI CAVALRY REGI-
MENT, (PERRIN'S) 
This soldier enlisted October 12, 1863 
at Louisville, Winston County, Missis-
sippi in Company D (Mett's Company) 
of Perrin's Regiment of Cavalry. Perrin's 
Regiment was re-designated as the 11th 
Mississippi Cavalry in March 1865. 
Perrin's Regiment is first mentioned in 
General Stephen D. Lee dispatches in 
February 1864 when Lee mentioned that 
he had taken 500 rifles intended for an-
other regiment and gave them to Colo-
nel Perrin whose regiment “had come in 
finely” and asked for 300 more to com-
plete the arming of the regiment. 
 
It appears the first action's of Perrin's 
Regiment was their confrontation with 

Sherman's Meridian, Mississippi expe-
dition in February 1864. Perrin's Regi-
ment was soon detailed to protect De-
mopolis, Alabama while General S. D. 
Lee moved to north Mississippi to sup-
port General Forrest. The regiment was 
soon heavily engaged at Champion 
Hill, Mississippi (May 1863). The regi-
ment was ordered to Macon, Georgia 
on April 2, 1864 and then moved north-
ward where it soon joined the fighting 
for the battle of Atlanta. It is not known 
which battles the regiment fought in but 
is mentioned as being on the picket line 
near Kennesaw Mountain on June 20, 
1864. The regiment served with Maj 
Gen Joseph Wheeler during Sherman's 
march to Savannah and elements of the 
regiment were part of the cavalry escort 
of President Jefferson Davis in Georgia, 
April, 1865. But alas, by then, our pri-
vate James Saunders had already died. 
 
Private Saunders evidently became sick 
in July or August and was sent to the 
hospital. His service record shows he 
died on August 1sst, 1864 at Hood Hos-

Unknown Soldiers of Covington          
and Oxford   13th Unknown Soldiers in a series by;            

Compatriot Gene Wade (Continued on page 3) 
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(1816-1900). James had three sisters; 
Elizabeth (1840-?), Louisa (1842-?), 
and Mary (1840-?). James had three 
brothers; Alexander (1851-?), George 
(1855-aft1900) and Robert (1860-
1929). Our Robert D Saunders was 
the only brother old enough to have 
served but no doubt his death at only 
age was devastating to his family. 
 
Most researchers of this family seem 
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to know of the existence of this soldier 
and some even know the details of his 
death but none seem to know that his 
remains are certainly in the small Con-
federate Cemetery on the Oxford Col-
lege campus under a headstone marked 
“unknown”. It is up to us to make sure 
the short life of this soldier is remem-
bered. 
 
 
 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington            
and Oxford   13th Unknown Soldier in a series by;  Compat-

riot Gene Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

1864. We’re still trying to answer a lot 
of the questions that we have,” says Sca-
furi. “To be here and to be a part of it is 
exciting for me because I have a chance 
to solve these mysteries that have been 
lingering for so many years.” 
 
In 2016, researchers from Duke Univer-
sity and the Naval Surface Warfare Cen-
ter examined one leading theory regard-
ing the cause of death for the Hunley 
crew — suffocation. Published in Foren-
sic Science International, the study at-
tempted to estimate the amount of oxy-
gen available to the eight-man crew 
packed inside the Hunley’s roughly 4-
foot-tall hull.  
 
Researchers say that the Hunley had 

sunk twice on two failed 
training missions before 
the final attack on the 
Housatonic. Former 
crewman Williams Al-
exander wrote that the 
bellows designed to 
circulate air within the 
submarine never func-
tioned properly and 
crews relied on opening 
the tower hatches of the 
Hunley every 20 
minutes to obtain fresh 

air.   

The Hunley’s eight-man crew 
stood between 5-foot-5 and 6-foot-
1, with seven men responsible for 
operating the hand crank that 
powered the vessel and the eighth 
man serving as the commander 
and navigator. Based on the size 
of the Hunley and the physical 
exertion of its crew, researchers 
estimate that the crew would 
have had between 35-47 minutes 
once fully submerged before los-
ing consciousness from lack of 
oxygen. But in analyzing the oxy-
gen supply aboard the ship, re-
searchers also considered the in-

crease of carbon dioxide within the 
Hunley, which would have become 
apparent to the crew long before 
they lost consciousness.  
 
An estimated 17-24 minutes would 
have passed before the crew began 
to experience the effects of hyper-
capnia from elevated consumption 
of carbon dioxide, which would 
have resulted in extreme physical 
discomfort. Considering that the 
crewmembers were found seated at 
their original stations within the 
submarine, these experts suggest 
that it is unlikely that asphyxiation 
was what led to the sinking of the 
Hunley.  
 
“Even with conservative calcula-
tions, the entire crew would have 
been experiencing noticeable hyper-
ventilation, gasping for breath, 
choking, symptoms of panic, and 
possibly physical pain a minimum 
of 10 minutes before any risk of loss 
of consciousness,” the researchers 
wrote. “It is not plausible that the 
crew would have ignored these 
strong symptoms and not attempt-
ed to open the hatches.”  

 

Restoration Reveals New 
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and clothing to our July 11th meeting.  A 
reminder will be sent out before that meet-
ing so please be there and bring what you 
can. 

Our Confederate symbols and monuments 
continue to be under attack, this time much 
closer to home, as it has been brought up at 
a Newton County Board of Commissioners 
meeting the opposition’s  desire to remove 
all Confederate Monuments from the Coun-
ty.  Thanks, Compatriot David Haymore, for 
bringing this to our attention.  The issue 
seems to be tabled, for the moment, at the 
BOC but please watch for such activity and 
report it to our officers so we can make a 
proper response.  Press Secretary Don Mey-
er has suggested we have a one day camp to 
discuss and plan strategies to fight back.  
Look for more on this at our July meeting. 

It was also announced the Annual Southern 
Jubilee Re-enactment will be held at Nash 
Farm Battlefield on October 13, 14 &  15th, 
2017.  Please plan to attend and show our 
support . 

 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

At our last meeting, June 13, 2017, Cmdr. 
Mark Camp, 1st Lt. Cmdr. Jimmy Chap-
pell, and Chaplin Larry Cornwell had the 
honor of inducting our newest member, 
Mr. Earvin Lee Joyner.  Lee comes to us 
through his ancestor, Private Needham 
Graham Yarborough of Jesup, Georgia, 
who served in Company H, of the 26th 
South Carolina Volunteer Infantry.  His 
Son, Samuel Cole Joyner, will officially 
join our ranks at our next meeting on July 
11th.   On behalf of  Commander Camp 
and the Officers and Members of Major 
General Joseph Wheeler Camp 863 we 

The Last Meeting  

welcome the Joyner’s to our camp and to the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans.   

In other business Cmdr. Camp announced the 
guest speaker for our January 20, 2018 Lee-
Jackson Dinner would be Georgia Division 
Commander Scott Gilbert.  Compatriot Grady 
Dukes announced he has secured The Masters 
Table from Winder to cater the Lee-Jackson 
event.  

Compatriot Dwight Harley’s offer to donate 
$1500 to the museum at Elm Springs if we 
would match it was discussed, and the Camp 
agreed, so look for a $3000 dollar donation to 
the Elm Springs project to be made in the 
name of Compatriot Dwight Harley and Maj. 
Gen. Joseph Wheeler Camp 863 at the up-
coming National Reunion in Memphis next 
month.  Thank you Compatriot Harley for the 
opportunity to donate and honor our heritage 
in this way. 

Commander Camp also reminded us that we 
previously agreed to support the Rockdale 
Emergency Relief Fund and Food Bank and 
asks that we bring donations of canned goods 

By: J. H. Underwood, editor 


