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Inside this issue: 

Many folks living in metro 

Atlanta think of General Wil-

liam T. Sherman and the 

city’s 1864 burning when the 

Civil War is mentioned. 

But months before that, Sher-

man ordered his men to de-

stroy mills in Roswell and to 

arrest about 400 women who 

were working in them. 

July 7 of this year marks the 

153rd anniversary of the de-

portation of the Roswell Mill 

women. Most of the women    

who were sent away by Un-

ion forces never returned to 

Roswell. 

In 1998, The Roswell Mills 

September 2017 

The Machine Shop is the only 

mill building that survived 

Garrard’s orders.  

Sherman then told Garrard 

that the mill workers, who 

were mostly women, be arrest-

ed, charged with treason, and 

marched to Marietta. The 

women, their children and a 

few men were sent to Marietta 

and kept at the Georgia Mili-

tary Institute.  

Several days later, the prison-

ers were sent by train to Ken-

tucky and Indiana.  

Less than a year later, the Civ-

il War would end after Robert 

E. Lee surrendered in Virginia 

and after the Battle of Palmito 

Ranch in Texas.  

Visitors can visit the site at 

Roswell’s Old Mill Park any 

day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. It’s 

just off of GA-400 and offers 

free parking and public re-

strooms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Events 

September 12, 2017 - Regular  

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

October 10, 2017 - Regular  

Meeting of Maj. Gen. Joseph 

Wheeler Camp 863 - Masonic 

Lodge, Conyers, Georgia 

 

 

 

In 1864, 400 Roswell Women Deported 

after Mill Destroyed 
Camp, Sons 

of the Con-

federate Vet-

erans started 

a project to 

honor the 

deported mill 

workers. In 

2000, the 

project was 

finished and 

Roswell un-

veiled a 

monument in 

Sloan Street 

Park. The monument is a 10-

foot tall Corinthian column 

that is shattered at the top to 

symbolize the lives torn apart 

by the Civil War.  

Union forces first descended 

upon Roswell on July 5, 1864. 

As Union troops had started 

their approach towards Atlan-

ta, many who lived in Roswell 

fled and the remaining resi-

dents were mostly women 

who worked in cotton and 

wool mills to produce clothes 

and supplies for Confederate 

troops.  

Union troops and Kenner Gar-

rard, a brigadier general, were 

seeking a way to cross the 

Chattahoochee River and be-

gan a 12-day occupation of 

the undefended Roswell on 

July 5 by destroying the mills. 

The next day Garrard reported 

the destruction to General 

Sherman, who approved of it.  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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Just this past week (Aug.26th) we had our camp 

Anniversary, and I want to Thank my brother, 

and our camp Adjutant Steve Camp for doing 

such a fine job on getting the food and for 

cooking the hamburgers and hotdogs. After the 

meal, Steve and I made Ice Cream for every-

one.  I do believe that everyone who came out 

had a good time. 

This months speaker will be the Ga.Division 

Commander, Scott Gilbert. I do hope that ALL 

can attend this meeting, I am sure that the 

Commander will be giving us updates on the 

Monument controversy that is going on. If you 

want to know, you need to be there. 

Until then, 

For the Southern Cause, 

Mark Camp, Commander  

Compatriot Brent Bolling, P/C and newslet-

ter Editor Howard Underwood, and camp 

Adjutant Steve 

Camp (and my-

self) for their hard  

work. We met at 

the cemetery at 

8:00am and got 

busy, and were 

done in a couple 

of hours. Thank-

You gentlemen. 

We also had an update on the BOC meeting 

in Covington from Compatriot David Hay-

more. This is on ongoing battle, and from 

the report I got from 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Tommy 

Cook, it more than likely will be put on 

their meeting agenda soon. (read Tommy’s 

article on page 3) 

Southern Ladies and fellow 

Compatriots, 

Finally, the weather is get-

ting better, still hot days but 

cooler nights.  At last 

months meeting we had Mr. 

Charles Lunsford, the Ga. 

Division Spokesman. 

I had told him that he could speak on any 

subject he wanted to, and he did, from 

member retention to getting involved in 

local politics i.e.: running for a position on 

city or county boards. It was a very in-

formative program, and if you weren’t 

there, you missed a good one. 

On August 12th I had a work day scheduled 

at Middlebrooks Cemetery, and I want to 

thank the members who came out to help, 

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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Less than 400 men of the combined regi-

ments survived at the surrender. Unfortu-

nately our Martin Sims did not survive to 

the final surrender. 

 

It is presumed that Private Martin Sims 

became ill during the 1863/1864 winter 

camp near Dalton, Georgia because he 

was admitted to the Hood Hospital at Ox-

ford, Georgia before February 1, 1864. 

The Samuel Stout records show that 

“Sims, Martin, Private, 16th S.C. Co. E, 

died of chronic diarrhea on February 1, 

1864. The archives soldier record also 

shows he “died in hospital Oxford, Ga on 

1 Feby 1864”. Perhaps this seems to be an 

inglorious death but disease was the main 

killer of soldiers during this war. Private 

Sims served almost a year before his 

death and he served during a deadly time. 

 

Martin S. Sims was born in South Caroli-

na about 1828 to William Sims (1787-

1852) and Elizabeth Terry (1799-1879). 

Sims family genealogists do not all agree 

on the names or birth dates of the other 

children but based on best available infor-

mation our subject Martin Sims had six 

By: Commander Mark Camp 

Continued on page 3. 

Headstone at Ox-

ford shows: 

UNKNOWN 

 

Actually: 

MARTIN S. 

SIMS 

COMPANY E 

16th SOUTH 

CAROLINA IN-

FANTRY 

 

This soldier enlisted on February 12, 

1863 at Camp Malony which appears to 

have been near Adams Run and west of 

Charleston, South Carolina. He enlisted 

as a private in Company E of the 16th 

Regiment, South Carolina Infantry. The 

16th Infantry Regiment was originally 

recruited in Greenville County and was 

mustered into Confederate service on 

December 12, 1861. At first stationed at 

Charleston, South Carolina, the regi-

ment soon moved to Adams Run. In 

December 1862, the regiment moved to 

Wilmington, North Carolina but evi-

dently soon returned to Adams Run, 

South Carolina for a time, and it was at 

this time that our subject enlisted, and a 

few months before the regiment moved 

to Jackson, Mississippi in May 1863. 

After serving in the defense of Jackson, 

Mississippi during the siege of Vicks-

burg, the regiment moved to Rome, 

Georgia during the battle of Chicamau-

gua, Georgia but arrived too late to par-

ticipate. The regiment was soon in-

volved in heavy fighting on the north 

end of Missionary Ridge on November 

25, 1863. In the Spring of 1864, the 

regiment participated in the fighting at 

Ringgold, Tunnel Hill, Dalton, Resaca, 

Pine Mountain, Kennesaw Mountain, 

Peachtree Creek and a number of places 

around Atlanta. Since Private Martin 

Sims was in the hospital at Oxford, 

Georgia in February 1864 he would 

have participated in the fighting at Mis-

sionary Ridge in November 1863 but 

before the start of the 1864 Spring 

fighting in northern Georgia.. 

 

The 16th South Carolina ended the war 

in North Carolina after being combined 

with the 24th South Carolina Regiment. 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington          

and Oxford   15th Unknown Soldiers in a series by;            

Compatriot Gene Wade (Continued on page 3) 
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sisters and five brothers. The sisters 

were Thursey (1823-1904), Elizabeth 

(1824-1904). Margaret (1825-1933), 

Nancy (1824-1910), Ester (1831-1879) 

and Lois (1837-?) The brothers of Mar-

tin Sims were William (1816-1900), 

Daniel (1821-1905), James (1827-

1899), John (1832-?) and Charles 

Young (1835-1900). It is believed that 

brothers Charles Young and John also 

served in the 16th South Carolina with 

John dying in the war. Brother William 

appears to have served in the 1st and 6th 

South Carolina State Troops but the 
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service of the brothers was not con-

firmed. 

 

None of the Sims family researchers 

seem to know about the Confederate 

service or about his death. The seem to 

know only that he was born in 1828. No 

evidence was found that he had a wife 

or had children. At least now the exist-

ence of this soldier is known even 

though we cannot identify his exact 

grave. 
 

 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington and        

Oxford   
15th Unknown Soldier in a series by;  Compatriot 

Gene Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

Last night (Tuesday, August 15, 2017) I 

attended the BOC meeting in Newton 

county and had the opportunity to speak 

to the board.  

After the meeting adjourned I spoke to 

one African- American gentlemen that 

complimented me on my message. I also 

spoke with the gentleman who proposed 

the removal and commissioner J.C. Hen-

derson. I shook both of their hands and 

offered to set down with them to discuss 

our side of the issue and to listen to their 

side. I hope to be at the next meeting to 

offer my assistance to the board to 

bridge the gap between us and them. I 

now see the value in approaching this 

issue with respect for our opponent. I 

ended up speaking to more people from 

their side and explained that the actions 

in New Orleans has a lot to do with us 

not trusting the government to keep their 

word in regard to relocation.   

The following quote is my address to the 

Board in it’s entirety. 

“Hello my name is Tommy Cook, 95 

Mystic Lane – District 1. 

I do not support the removal or relo-

cation of the Confederate mon-

ument located in the center of 

the square. 

I do not support the removal or 

relocation of any historical 

monument, memorial, 

gravesite or historical in-

formative sign in our county 

or any other location. 

I do not support revising history 

by removing or relocating 

monuments, memorials, 

gravesites or historical in-

formative signs.  

I do not support white supremacy 

I do not support black supremacy 

I do not support the KKK, Neo 

Nazis or any other hate group. 

I do not support censorship.  

I do not agree with the gentle-

men’s statement that the re-

moval of the Confederate 

monument will promote har-

mony in the county. In fact, I 

believe that it will cause divi-

sion. 

I do not agree that removing the 

Confederate monument will 

promote diversity in the coun-

ty. 

The concept of diversity encompasses 

acceptance and respect.  

It means understanding that each indi-

vidual is unique,  

and recognizing our individual differ-

ences.  These can be along the dimen-

sions of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 

orientation, socio-economic status, age, 

physical abilities, religious beliefs, politi-

cal beliefs, or other ideologies.   

It is the exploration of these differences 

in a safe, positive, and nurturing environ-

ment.  

It is about understanding each other and 

moving beyond  

simple tolerance to embracing and cele-

brating the  

rich dimensions of diversity contained 

within each individual. 

I believe this board and its ability to 

work harmoniously is a true reflection of 

the diversity in our county. 

Thank You for your time and attention. “ 

To finish I ask you to Remember 

our ancestors and what they went 

through. Certainly during and after 

the war they too had to comprise 

just to survive. 

Respectfully, 

Tommy Cook 

Quartermaster Cook Addresses                  

the Newton County BOC By Quartermaster Tommy Cook 
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by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Please slow down and do not make any 

hasty decisions regarding the Confederate 

monuments in this hate filled, politically 

charged environment. Most people who 

want them to go have not realized the neg-

ative impact this is having on historical 

context as well as our honest regard for 

many of our ancestors who gave their 

lives. 

There are so many good people who want 

the monuments to stay who are afraid to 

speak up because they will be labeled a 

racist. They also hate the Neo-Nazis, Klan, 

and white supremacist that do not repre-

sent them. Even the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans have passed resolutions for dec-

ades condemning racist by name. 

It seems the revenge of reconstruction after 

the war is happening all over again. How 

much more can the South be punished? 

How much salt has to be ground in the 

wounds? And how many more Southern 

tears have to be shed before there is peace? 

These monuments represent the blood shed 

A Plea for Calmness 

 

who served in the Confederate armed forc-

es. This is nothing less than discrimination. 

Honoring our Confederate family is in no 

way hatred or racism toward anyone. The 

Confederate forces were made up of people 

of all races. Those of us who want to honor 

our Confederate relatives cannot do so with-

out paying homage to all races. Tearing 

down the monuments will only bring grief 

and bitterness. 

Please do not rip out 

my soul by removing 

any more monu-

ments. Stop the ha-

tred and let’s live in 

peace. I deplore rac-

ism. I would like to 

start peaceful and 

respectful dialogue 

between all races 

where we can discuss 

our differences and 

embrace everyone’s 

love of family. 

by millions of southern families in that terri-

ble war. Tearing down the monuments will 

not bring peace; it will only create more sor-

row and animosities. 

Stop using the Confederacy as a scape-goat 

for the national sin of slavery. The North 

carries an equal amount of blame. The first 

US Census in 1790 shows that there were 

slaves in every state. Later census shows slav-

ery slowly decreasing in northern states. 

However, most Northerners did not just free 

their slaves; they sold them in states that still 

allowed slavery. This also included Delaware, 

Maryland and Kentucky. There is blame 

enough for all. 

This is America, which I and millions of oth-

ers have sworn to defend. This nation is great 

because of diversity and the willingness of 

our people to accept the differences in each of 

our cultural and ethnic differences. We allow 

everyone to honor their family’s culture from 

festivals to memorials without any harass-

ment, except, when it comes to honoring men 

By: Henry Kidd  Historical Artist, Author, 
Lecturer, Historian  and Great-grandson of 

Confederate Veteran 


