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Inside this issue: 

First the flag. Next, the statues? 

Calls to remove a Confederate 
battle flag from the grounds of 
the South Carolina Capitol after 
last week's church shootings 
serve as an uncomfortable re-
minder for many Americans that 
the Confederacy still commands 
places of honor across the U.S. 
— particularly in the U.S. Capi-
tol, where the statues of eight 
leading Confederate figures 

grace the grounds. 

There used to be nine, until 
2009, when Alabama swapped 
its statue of Confederate soldier 
Jabez Curry for one of humani-

tarian Helen Keller. 

The fact that only four states 
have ever updated their statues 
on the Hill is testament to the 
difficulty involved: New statues 
must meet certain architectural 
specifications, and they must 
pass muster with the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library of Con-
gress. And, of course, sculptors 
have to be hired and the money 
to pay for them and their materi-

als must be raised. 

Some famous Southerners who 
served with the Confederacy are 
honored more for their lives after 
the war, like John E. Kenna of 
West Virginia, who enlisted in 
Gen. Joseph O. Shelby's Iron 
Brigade at just age 16 in 1864 
but became famous as a legal 
scholar and lawmaker after the 
war. And Ohio — for now — 
honors Gov. William Allen, who 
supported the Southern slave 
owners. His statue is scheduled 

October 2017 

the Confederated States" and died 

quietly in New Orleans in 1889. 

George — who served as a pri-
vate in the U.S.-Mexican War 
under Jefferson Davis — was one 
of the signers of the Ordinance of 
Secession and became a colonel 

during the war. 

Twice captured by the North, 
George — a prominent lawyer in 
Mississippi before the war, orga-
nized law courses for his fellow 
prisoners. In 1879, he became 
chief justice of the Mississippi 
Supreme Court, serving two years 

before he was appointed to the 
U.S. Senate, where he is credited 
with helping to shape the Sher-
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to be replaced with one of inven-
tor Thomas Edison, which was 

unveiled just last month. 

But eight men are enshrined by 
their states specifically as heroes 

of the Confederacy: 

A graduate of the U.S. Military 
Academy, unit commander in the 
U.S.-Mexican War, member of 
both houses of Congress, and 
secretary of war under President 
Franklin Pierce, Davis resigned 
from the Senate when the South 
seceded and was elected presi-
dent of the Confederate States of 
America. Many historians blame 
Davis' desire to control every 
detail and lack of political skill 
for his inability to outmaneuver 

President Abraham Lincoln. 

After the South surrendered in 
1865, he was arrested for treason 
and was imprisoned at Fort Mon-
roe, Virginia, for two years 
awaiting a trial that never hap-

pened. 

Later, he wrote "Rise and Fall of 

Eight Confederate Icons Have Places of 
Honor in the U.S. Capitol By: Alex Johnson 

Continued on page 3. 
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carved Stone Mountain “ and I’m delighted to 
announce that She will be our Guest Speaker at 
our December meeting.  She will have copies 
of her book available for sale ($20.00) and She 
also has a stamp with her Fathers signature to 
“sign “ the book.  
 

Since we are so close to the Fall Festival, I will 
“put off “ going back to the Middlebrooks 
Cemetery until the first or second week in No-
vember. I’m sure it needs one more “cut”.  
Again, I will be asking for volunteers to come 

out and help with this.  

Until then, 

For the Southern Cause, 

Mark Camp, Commander  

our tent, tables, flags, books and other 
items.  I will also be asking for help during 
the day to “man” the booth. Any and all 
help would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Over the last couple of months I have at-
tended the Col. Zachary camp #108 meet-
ings and have met several very interesting 
people who were the Guest Speaker for 
their meeting, including Mr. Wes Freeman, 
who is the Last Survivor of the Men who  
carved the Memorial on Stone Mountain. 
After the meeting was over, I spoke with 
him and he has agreed to come speak at our 
November meeting.  Then at their last meet-
ing I had the honor to listen to and meet 
Mrs. Donna Faulkner Barron, the daughter 
of Mr. Roy Faulkner, The Man who Carved 
Stone Mountain.  She has written a book 
about her Father entitled “The Man who 

Southern Ladies, and 

 Fellow Compatriots,  
 

As everyone knows, last 
months meeting was can-
celed due to Hurricane Ir-
ma.  It seems everyone lost 
power, including the lodge. 
But I do hope that all came  

out unscathed.  
 

I have been in touch with Ga.Div. Com-
mander Gilbert and he has graciously 
agreed to come speak at our October meet-
ing.  We will still have lots to talk about, 
I’ve heard from camp Adjutant Steve Camp  
and he informed me that we DO have a 
space at the Fall Festival in “Old Town “ 

 I will be asking for volunteers to come 
help with loading (and unloading) of 

Our Commanders’ Comments 
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death it cannot be determined if his combat 
wound played a part in his death. But for the 
Samuel Stout records, we would not know 
what happened to Private John W. Walker. 
 

John W Walker was born about 1835 in Lin-
coln County, Tennessee to John Walker (Sr) 
(1790-1868) and Milly Covington (1794-

1860). He soon relocated to Hardin County, 
Tennessee and then to Pontotoc County, Mis-
sissippi before 1860. Our John W Walker had 
one sister and three brothers. His sister was 
Malinda (1832-1870) and his brothers were 
Edmund Covington Walker (1817-1892), Al-
fred (1830-1862) and Josiah Walker (1838-

1862). It appears older brother Edmund did 
not serve the Confederacy likely because of 
his age. Some researchers believe there was 
another brother named Japheth (1820-1895) 
but that could not be confirmed in part because 
of the confusion between John W. Walker 
families. 
 

Researching this soldier was made difficult in 
that there was another John W. Walker, proba-
bly a cousin, also in the 41st Mississippi and 
also with connections to Pontotoc County, 
Mississippi. This other John W Walker, in 
company K, was from from this general area 
but was born in Alabama but didn't die until 
1880 in Texas. Our John W. Walker was born 

By: Commander Mark Camp 

Continued on page 3. 

Headstone at Ox-
ford shows: 
UNKNOWN 

 

Actually: 
JOHN W WALK-
ER 

COMPANY F 

41st MISSISSIPPI 
INFANTRY REGT. 
 

This soldier enlisted as a private in Company 
F of the 41st Regiment, Mississippi Volun-
teers on February 10, 1862 at Pontotoc, Mis-
sissippi. He would have been about age 27. 
Company F was also known as the Pontotoc 
Blues and officially entered into Confederate 
service during the summer of 1862. The 
regiment served in the Army of Tennessee 
for its entire existence. 
 

The 41st Mississippi fought in various en-
gagements during its career starting with 
Perryville, Kentucky (Oct 1862), Murfrees-
boro (Dec 1862 and January 1863), Tullaho-
ma (June-July 1863), Chicamagua (Sept 
1863), Missionary Ridge (Nov 1863), Tun-
nel Hill, Tenn (Nov 1863) and virtually eve-
ry battle in the campaign of Atlanta in 1864-

65. The Regiment also fought the battles of 
Franklin and Nashville Tennessee and the 
final battles in North Carolina until the end 

of the war. 
 

Private John W. Walker was left sick at 
Carthage, Tenn (east of Nashville, Tennes-
see) and was captured on September 8, 
1862. He was either released or escaped and 
went home. He soon rejoined his unit as he 
was counted as present in March 1863. He 
was wounded in the battle of Chicamaugua 
on September 20, 1863 and sent to a Con-
federate hospital in Atlanta. He was admit-
ted to this Atlanta hospital on September 24, 
1863 for vulnus contusion (contused 
wound) and sent to another hospital 
(unnamed) on September 25, 1863. It ap-
pears he returned to duty after a 30 day 
leave home and he was back with his regi-
ment near Dalton, Georgia by early spring 
of 1864. Because of illness or possibly be-
cause of problems with his earlier wound, 
he was sent to a unnamed hospital on May 
20, 1864 which was likely Hood Hospital at 
Oxford, Georgia. 
 

The Samuel Stout records for the Hood 
Hospital at Oxford, Georgia show that 
“Walker, J.W., Private, 41sst Mississippi, 
Company F, died of chronic diarrhea on 
June 23, 1864” but since the practice at that 
time was to list only the immediate cause of 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington          

and Oxford   16th and last Unknown Soldier in a series by;            

Compatriot Gene Wade (Continued on page 3) 
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in Lincoln County, Tennessee which was 
on the border with Mississippi and he spent 
time in nearby Pontotoc County. A close 
examinationof the census records of 1850 
and 1860 census helped to differentiate 
between the two John W. Walkers but some 
researchers of the John W. Walker families 
seem not to realize there were two different 
John W. Walkers and often mix the families 
together in their genealogies. Those re-
searchers who do realize that the John W. 
Walker of Company F of the 41st Mississip-
pi disappeared in the War Between the 
States but do not know that the John W 
Walker (born in Tennessee) died at Hood 
Hospital at Oxford, Georgia and is likely 
buried in the cemetery there. 
 

Unfortunately, the U. S. Archives and the 
Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System have 
also confused the two soldiers and errone-
ously combined the two different soldier 
records into one file. It was only by separat-
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ing and comparing the records by 
“company” was it determined that there were 
two different soldiers named John W. Walk-
er with different records and with different 
outcomes, in the 41st Mississippi 
 

Absent better evidence, our John W. Walker, 
according to census records, had one sister 
and three brothers as previously noted. Sev-
eral Walker families had a presence in 
Pontotoc County in northern Mississippi and 
Lincoln and Hardin Counties in southern 
Tennessee and their movements across state 
lines made researching this family challeng-
ing. 
 

December 31st, 1862 was a devastating day 
for this Walker family. Two brothers of our 
John W. Walker, namely Josiah Walker and 
Alfred Walker were both members of Com-
pany E of the 8th Tennessee Infantry Regi-
ment and according to their service records 
were both killed in action on December 31st, 

Unknown Soldiers of Covington and        

Oxford   
16th and last Unknown Soldier in a series by;  

Compatriot Gene Wade  (Continued from page 2.) 

man Anti-Trust Act. 
Hampton, a planter and farmer before enter-
ing state politics in 1852, opposed secession 
but signed up with the Confederacy out of, 
he said, loyalty to his state — he even traded 
his cotton to European merchants for arms 
for his unit. A brilliant cavalry commander, 
he rose to lieutenant general, serving in many 
famous battles, including the First Battle of 
Bull Run, Fredericksburg, Trevilian Station 

and Gettysburg. 

After the war, he returned to find his home 
burned to the ground by the Union Army and 
became a vocal opponent of Reconstruction 
and — at least in the writings of some histo-
rians — a behind-the-scenes supporter of the 
Ku Klux Klan. He became governor of South 
Carolina in 1876 after a disputed election 
that took six months to settle in the courts, 
and he then served two terms in the U.S. 
Senate before becoming railroad commis-
sioner in the government of President Grover 
Cleveland. Hampton County, South Carolina, 
is named for him, and at least 47 towns and 
cities across the state have streets named in 
his honor. 
 

 

 

 

 

A highly deco-
rated 32-year 
veteran of the 
U.S. Army — 
including ser-
vice as superin-
tendent of the 

U.S . Military Academy — Lee resigned 
his commission when the South seceded 
and accepted command of Confederate 
forces in Virginia, saying he could never 
fire on his home state. By May 1862, he 
was commander of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, and eventually he became su-

preme commander of the Southern armies. 

His surrender at Appomattox in April 1865 
was the signal for remaining Southern forc-
es to surrender. After the war, Lee — who 
remained respected by leaders on both sides 
— became president of what's now Wash-
ington & Lee University in Lexington, 
Virginia, supported Reconstruction and 
worked to reintegrate the South into nation-

al 
affairs. 

 

Smith was hon-
ored for bravery 
in the U.S.-
Mexican War of 
1846-48 and 
taught math at the 

U.S. Military Academy. But in 1861, he re-
signed from the U.S. Army to join the Con-
federate army, which eventually promoted 
him to general. Smith helped to organize the 
Army of the Shenandoah and was badly 
wounded at Manassas, but he returned to 
battle in Mississippi, and on June 2, 1865, he 
signed the terms of surrender for the last Con-

federate field army, in Galveston, Texas. 

After he returned to the U.S. under amnesty 
from Mexico, where he'd fled to avoid prose-
cution for treason, Smith ran the Atlantic and 
Pacific Telegraph Co. and became chancellor 
of the University of Nashville in Tennessee, 
near what is now Vanderbilt University. 
When he died in 1893, he was the last surviv-

ing full general of either army. 

1862 at the Battle of Stones River (Second 
Battle of Murfreesboro). Brothers Josiah and 
Alfred Walker are likely among the 2,000 
unknown Confederate soldiers buried in the 
mass grave in the Confederate Circle in the 
Evergreen Cemetery at Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee. And then our John W. Walker died 
eighteen months later. Some genealogists 
believe he left behind a wife and infant son 
but that was not be determined for certain. 
 

What actually has 
been determined is 
that this particular 
Walker family suf-
fered greatly because 
of this war. Sacrifices 
such as theirs deserve 
to be remembered 
even if we are unable 
to identify their exact 
grave. 

Continued on page 4. 

Eight Confederate Icons Have Places of Honor in 
the U.S. Capitol 

Robert E. Lee — Virginia 
Edmund Kirby Smith — Florida 

By: Alex Johnson, (Continued from Page 1) 



4 

 

P. O. Box 82718 
Conyers, GA.  30094 
 
 

MAJ.  GEN.  JOSEPH WHEELER CAMP #863,  
CONYERS,  GA.  

E-mail: commander@campjoewheeler.org  
 

We’re on the Web! 

www.campjoewheeler.org 

«AddressBlock»  Mailing 

Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

by David Markiewicz / The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Stephens was vice 
president of the 
Confederacy — 
even though he 
voted against se-
cession. But that 
doesn't mean he 
didn't believe in the 
cause. In March 

1861, he delivered the so-called Corner-
stone Speech, rallying Southerners to the 
defense of slavery as "the natural condition 
of blacks and the foundation of the Con-

federacy." 

But Stephens bickered frequently with 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis 
over several other major issues, and in 
February 1865, he was he was one of the 
three Confederate representatives who met 
with Lincoln at the failed Hampton Roads 
Conference to find a way to end the war. 
Stephens returned to Congress in 1873 and 
in 1882 was elected governor of Georgia, 

Eight Confederate Icons Have Places of Honor in 
the U.S. Capitol 

tol statue also was produced by Gutzon 

Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rushmore. 

 

The Confeder-
ate commander, 
Gen. Robert E . 
Lee, called 
"Fighting Joe" 
Wheeler — who 
helped lead the 
defense of At-
lanta against 

Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman's "March 
to the Sea" in 1864 — one of the Confeder-

ate army's two best cavalry leaders. 

Historians credit Wheeler, however, with 
working to unite North and South after the 
Civil War as a member of Congress for 
almost 20 years until 1900. Wheeler, in fact, 
rejoined the U.S. military in 1898 and saw 
action as a cavalry commander during the 
Spanish-American War. He is buried in 

Arlington National Cemetery.  

dying only four months after having taken 
office. Stephens' Capitol statue was produced 
by Gutzon Borglum — the sculptor of Mount 

Rushmore. 

A member of Con-
gress and opponent 
of secession until 
President Abraham 
Lincoln called for 
troops to put down 
the Southern rebel-
lion in 1861, 

Vance organized his own company of Rough 
and Ready Guards of the 14th North Carolina 
Regiment. In 1862, he became governor of 
North Carolina, overseeing the Confederacy's 

harsh conscription laws. 

Briefly imprisoned by the North near the end 
of the war, Vance returned to law practice 
afterward, returned as governor in 1877 and 
was appointed to the U.S. Senate in 1879, 
serving until his death in 1894. Vance's Capi-

Alexander Hamilton Stephens —       
Georgia 

Zebulon Baird Vance — North Carolina 

Joseph Wheeler — Alabama 

By: Alex Johnson, (Continued from Page 3) 


